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Sparks 


Snooping at Lansing 
Skinner, Ralston & Co. 
Oldsmobile’s ’41 
Gilman’s High Moment 


By 
Chris Sinsabaugh 















GENERAL MANAGER Skinner 
of Oldsmobile, left, shows the col- 
umnist, right, one of the shells he 
is making for Uncle Sam. 


LDSMOBILE executives took 

time off last Wednesday to 
celebrate an anniversary that 
marked the first year of the man- 
agement of Sherrod E. Skinner, a 
year in which this pioneer com- 
pany produced a total of 270,038 
cars. According to your correspond- 
ent this constitutes something in 
the way of a record. The percent 
of gain compared to former years 
is not available for publication, but 
if you take a peep at AUTOMOTIVE 
News’ “Top Ten” you will note that 
registrations, which mean _ sales, 
are about 40 percent better than a 
year ago at this time. Consequent- 
ly, this general manager, who came 


from Ternstedt to take over after ,; ral of lan for an 
Charley McCuen was made vice- | Gent 50 potenti gh co a 


president in charge of engineering 
of General Motors, has made a 
remarkable showing. The Skinner- 
Ralston combination was an ideal 
one as results show. 

o - ea 


THIS SNOOPER did a good job 
of snooping at Lansing last Mon- 
day, following the closing of 1941 


production. While the new stuff is | 


only in the wood so far, everything 
is rapidly getting set for assembly 
lines to go into operation on ’42. 
Although Dave Raiston was grate- 








Intensive Study 


DETROIT, AUGUST 11, 1941 


Willys Americar Fires Opening Gun 
With Formal Announcement for’42 





Indicates More 
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ful for the production of 270,038 | 


cars during the model year just 
ended he was noticeably perturbed 
about the present new car shortage. 
It was the feeling of the general 
sales manager that he could easily 
have sold another 25,000 cars if 
it had been possible to build them. 

Ralston credited Hydra - Matic 
Drive with much of Oldsmobile’s 
Success during the past year. Next 
year will be its third year. One 
hundred and 10 thousand cars 
equipped with this feature were 
sold in '41 compared to 20,000 the 
year before. According to my fig- 
ures that’s a gain of 450 percent, 
4 good record at any time. Ralston 
is looking forward to a big year 
for this branch of the business 
in '42. 

a” a a 

“EVEN IN THE face of the 
curtailment of production brought 
about by defense, we are going to 
have a reasonable number of '42 
Cars to sell,” he said. “So I am 

(See SPARKS, Page 23, Cul. 1) 
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Sane Curtailment 


New Sub-Committee Named 
To Work Out Problems 
With OPM. OPACS 


On Defense Front 


Nelson warns of increasing 
metal shortage . 
More industrial experts n-d-d 
’. S. arms output on upswing 
By William Ullman 
Washington Correspondent 
WASHINGTON. — Defense 
Officials last week continued 
their intensive study of the 
labor and materials situation 
preparatory to establishing a 
formula under which automotive 
production for private use wil] be 
curtailed during the coming 
months. It was stated at res on- 
sible quarters in the Office of Pro- 
duction Management that a great 
deal of data submitted by the in- 
dustry and also by labor is being 
analyzed in their relationship to 
the entire defense situation. Out of 
this study will come, probably at 4 
fairly early date. a statement of 
policy with respect to 1942-42 pro- 
duction. 
It appears that the rising 





given officials pause. and there 
seems to be less disposition to as- 
sume dogmatically that an arbi- 
trary cut is the solution to the 
problem. Press criticism has 


i 


prompted the more thorough 
vestigation of the whole question 
in all of its many aspects and im- 
plications which now is underway 
Whatever decision finally is made 
that much has been gained. 

No special significance attaches 
to the announcement of the per- 
sonnel of passenger car sub-com- 
mittee of the automotive defense 
advisory committee. Announcement 
was made as a matter of routine 
through the bureau of clearance 


(See COMMITTEE. Pezg- = C 


OPM Names Taub 
Chief Consultant of 


Automotive Staff 


WASHINGTON .—Alex Taub 
signer and development engineer 
for Vauxhall. Ltd 
General Motors 
been named chief 
sultant of OPM's 
branch. Taub. an ican 
zen, will assist the automobdue in 
dustry and the armed services 
solving the technical 
volved in shifting more o i 
dustry’s facilities from passeng 
car to defense production 

Taub has had long experience in 
American automobile plants as wel 
as with Vauxhall First loaned 57 
Vauxhall to the British Air Miz- 
istry in London. he was transferrec 
later to the British Air Commis- 
in Washington to introduce 






lnenmce > 





sion 

the Sabre aircraft engine to this 
country. then loaned by the British 
Air Commission to the Office for 
Emergency Management and now 
loaned by OEM to OPM asyto- 


motive branch 





WILLYS-OVERLAND Americar four-deor sedan fer 1942. Willys new offering 
will carry the same bedy style as 1941 with pew mechanical and interior re- 
finements. For additional pheotes see Page 6. 





Automotive Washington 


_— —— 


Too Many Washington ‘Experts’ Upsetting 
Motor Industry’s Defense Effort 


By William Uliman 
Washington Correspond«nt 
ASHINGTON .— 
Since the in- 
ception of the 
Nationa] De- 
fense effort 
AY't’TY°9 M% - 
Tre News has 
been emphasiz- 
ing the need for 
a planned co- 
ordinated program under which 
the automotive industry could 
serve national defense with the 
highest possible effectiveness and 
at the same time avoid wide- 
spread unemplorment and dislo- 
cation within the industry. This 
need. recognized at the outset br 
AvTomorng Nzws. has been thor- 
oughly understood br the leaders 


< > > ° 
the ind 
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try “has brought about a state 
of uncertainty within the in- 
dustry which cannot be condu- 





The Tep Ten 
PASSENGER CARS 


First Tem im BEegistratiens E-- 
perted im Autemetive News Todsy: 
1941 1444 
Pos. Make Pos. 

1—S96,477 Chevrolet 457.575— 1 
2—S82.542 Ford 296.432— 2 
3—301.771 Plymouth 244346— 3 

4—209,915 Buick 144,427— 4 

5—194.344 Pontiac 119.564— 5 

6—158.488 Olds. 163,474— 7 

7—136534 Dodge 113 427— 6 

&— $5,163 Chrysler 54.168— 8 
S— 67.065 Stadebaker 52.451— $ 





cive te highest efficiency. It has 
meant a nightmare of mental 
distress to millions of citizens 
who are i dependent 
upon this industry fer their 
livelihood.” 

It is important as an index 
of the growing realization of 
this fact on the part of the 
press and public that this 
sentiment was echoed in 28 
lengthy and forceful editorial 
on the entire situation pub- 
lished last week im the infix- 
ential Washington Post. 

“In any case” the Post de- 
clared in the course of its discus- 
“something ought to be 
at once to enable the auto- 
mobile industry to shake off the 

lyzi uncertainty that re- 
the lack of a definite 

There is machinery 
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faiting to be converted to de- 

fense uses But until defense 

orders are placed. nobody knows 
Comunued vm Page 22 Col 1) 
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New Offerings 


Stress Economy 


Body Structure Unchanged; 
Mechanical and Interior 
Refinements Noted 


On Deale: Fron: 


Used car problems found Page 
s-lf-imposed ae 
Credit comtrol seen essential 14 


Action due on Ky. truck barriers 6 


TOLEDO.—With emphasis 
on economy and stamina for 
defense-time driving, the Wil- 
lys-Overland Americar made 


its formal bow here last 
Thursday before nearly 800 dealers. 
While no changes are noted in the 
body structure of the new Willys. 
many interior and mechanical re- 
finements have been added. This is 
the first formal] 1942-model an- 
nouncement 

In announcing the new models, 
Joseph W. Frazer. president. told 
his dealer body that the 1942 Willys 
Americar will weigh nearly one- 
third less than the average of the 
four biggest-selling cars on the 
market. and will use approximately 
one-third less steel. iron, rubber 
and other necessary defense ma- 
terials. 

“This means a saving of nearly 
1.090.000 pounds of these materials 
for every 1.000 cars manufactured 
by the Willys-Overland company in 
the new model year.” Frazer said 
He stressed. however, that the 
“defense economy” design of the 
1942 Willys also offers “significant 
advances in stamina, economy of 
operation, and driving comfort to 
a nation of motorists who drive 
their cars 112,000.000,000 miles a 
year in earning a living.” 

He termed it “the patriotic duty 
of every automobile manufacturer 
to cut down on the use of these 
vita] materials as much as he can. 
and still not sacrifice the per- 
formance, comfort, convenience or 
safety of the automobiles on which 

Cuntinued on Page 6. Col 1) 





Credit, Price Control Urged; 
Wage Ceiling May Come Later 


position of 
respect to 
controlling 


last week 


WASHINGTON — The 
administration wit! 


hearings 
banking and 
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when special legislation might be 
necessary to puta ceiling on wages. 
This would be most likely to come, 
be said. at the height of the de- 
fense effort when peaks in pro- 
duction and employment were 
reached 

“In my opinion.” Henderson told 
the committee. “no group in the 
community ought to take advan- 
tage of the special] situation result- 
ing from the governments expen- 
diture of $50.000,000.000 to get un- 
warranted and indecent raises in 


charges it makes to the com- 
munity 

“However, the mechanism of 
price contro] is completely un- 


suited to the contro] of wages and 
salaries. and in no other country 
of the world, either totalitarian or 
democratic. has wage controls 
been combined with price controls 
It is really contro] of income. simi- 
lar to profit controls If we under- 
took to control wages we also 
would be controlling employers, 
f 4 vm Page 22. Col 3) 
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June Shipments of Automotive Goods Take 


Original Equipment Group 
Is Only One to Show Decline 


Motor and Equipment Manufac- 
turers Assn. Indices in all classi- 
fications continue above the same 
month last year. 

Grand index for all branches of 
the industry in June rose to 258 
percent of the January 1925 base 
as compared with 252 percent for 
May and 140 percent for June 1940. 

Shipments to vehicle manufac- 
turers for original equipment in 
June declined to 279 percent of the 
base, which compares with 282 per- 
cent registered in May and 139 per- 
cent for June last year. 

Replacement parts shipments to 
wholesalers for June advanced to 
231 percent of the 1925 base as 
compared to 215 percent for May. 
In June 1940 the index stood at 
165 percent. 

Accessories shipments to whole- 
salers in June rose to 140 percent 
of the base index. This compares 
with 136 percent in May and 86 
percent in June 1940. 

Service equipment shipments to 
wholesalers in June advanced to 
229 percent of the base, which 
compares with 208 percent in May 
and 117 percent in June 1940. 


12% Rise Noted 
In Demand for 


Durable Goods 


WASHINGTON. — New business 
























Olds Honors Skinner... 


NEW YORK.—Shipments in the 
aftermarket categories — replace- 
ment parts, accessories and shop 
equipment rose in June while there 
was a three-point decline in ship- 
ments to vehicle manufacturers for 
original equipment, according to 
manufacturers reporting their 
monthly business figures to the 


July Sales Hit 
New Low Point 


In San Antonio 


SAN ANTONIO, Tex.—New car 
sales for July, while holding up 
well for this time of the year, 
showed the lowest volume for any 
month this year, with total sales 
being 1,052 units. Sales, according 
to individual makes, were as fol- 
lows: 

Buick, 91; Cadillac, 27; Chevro- 
let, 188 (and 27 commercial units 
and 20 trucks); Chrysler, 18; De 
Soto, 9; Diamond T truck, 2; 
Dodge, 100 (and 6 commercial units 
and 8 trucks); Ford, 179 (and 26 
commercial units and 16 trucks); 
GMC truck, 2 commercial units 
and 3 trucks; Hudson, 13; IHC 
truck, 10 commercial units and 3 
trucks; Lincoln, 1; Lincoln-Zephyr, 
4; Mercury, 18 (and 1 commercial 
unit); Nash, 18; Oldsmobile, 32; 
Packard, 16; Plymouth, 104; Pon- 
tiac, 45; Studebaker, 35, and Willys, 

























A BANQUET at the Olds hotel in Lansing, last week, arranged by Oldsmobile 
executives, celebrated the first anniversary of S. E. Skinner as general manager. 
A scroll, signed by Oldsmobile department heads, cited Skinner’s record and 
was presented at the dinner. Photo shows D. E. Ralston, general sales manager, 
pee oy the scroll to Skinner. A. T. Clausen, left, general manager of 

nsing Fisher Body, and R. E. Griffin, right, Oldsmobile’s production manager. 





ALL DEPARTMENTS of Oldsmobile were represented at the Skinner anni- 
versary banquet. Among those present were, left right, J. B. Dakin, forge 
plant engineer; R. E. Griffin, ream manager; V. C. Havens, advertising 
manager, and H. T. Youngren, c 


ief engineer. 


12 (and 1 commercial unit). 


Registrations by out - of - county 

dealers were: Buick, 2; Cadillac, 1; 

i Chevrolet, 1 truck; Dodge, 2 (and 
i 1 commercial unit); Ford, 2 (and 1 
commercial unit); Plymouth, 3, and 


Willys, 1 commercial unit. 


} total of 1,052 units. 


July sales during previous years 
1937—642; 1938— 


were: 1936—801; 


400; 1939—601, and 1940—912. 


Sales during previous months 


January — 1,119; 


February — 1,173; March — 1,606; 


April—1,164; May—1,590, and June 


this year were: 
| —1,329. 
i 


Oil Refiners Asked 


To Ban Price Rise 


| 
WASHINGTON.—Oil refiners pro- 
ducing Pennsylvania grade _lubri- 
| cants have been asked by Price 
Administrator Leon Henderson to 
base prices upon 33 cents per 
gallon for the dominant grade, 200 
Pennsylvania neutral, 25 pour test, 
and to maintain current price dif- 
ferentials for the other grades of 
neutrals. 

Pennsylvania neutrals are the 

highest types of lubricants refined 
from Pennsylvania grade crude oil 
and their production is extremely 
limited. It is estimated that only 
somewhat over 5,000 barrels per 
day of these neutrals are recovered 
from the total daily production of 
Pennsylvania grade crude oil. De- 
mand for high grade lubricating 
oils for the defense program and 
increased industrial and civilian 
activities is absorbing every gallon 
produced. 
A succession of increases in re- 
cent months has carried refinery 
prices from about 22 cents per 
' gallon to 42 cents a gallon and 
higher. It is believed that sales at 
recent high prices for the most 
part have represented inter-refin- 
ery transactions and will not be 
reflected in prices which the ulti- 
mate consumer is charged for these 
lubricants. Nevertheless, Hender- 
son said, since no appreciable ad- 
dition to supplies of Pennsylvania 
neutrals can possibly result from 
higher prices, continued advances 
can accomplish nothing more than 
to stimulate inflation. 


GM Contributes 


ANDERSON, Ind.—Wade H. Free, 
president of the local chamber of 
commerce, has announced that the 
General Motors Corp. has agreed to 
contribute $150,000 toward construction 
of a 100-bed addition to St. John's 
hospital here. The gift will be made 
providing the sum is matched by a 
similar amount raised here. The local 
hospital has been overcrowded for 

more than ear. 

































Totals: 922 cars, 76 commercial 
units and 54 trucks, for a grand 


placed with manufacturers for both 
durable and non-durable goods in- 
creased at an accelerated pace in 
June, as indicated by the U. S. 
department of commerce index of 
new orders which advanced during 
the month from 207 to 228. 

This was the largest increase 
during any one month since Sep- 
tember 1940 when the stimulating 
effect of the defense program first 
began to be felt, the department 
reported. 

Demand for durable goods, which 
consists essentially of armaments 
and tools used in the production 
of both defense and civilian goods, 
increased 12 percent in June, the 
index of orders reaching 325. 

This rate of increase was much 
sharper than that registered for 
any of the recent months. Orders 
for non-durables, which have been 
rising at an increasing rate each 
month since February of this year, 
continued to move ahead, the in- 
dex rising to 167 in June as com- 
pared with 154 in May. 

























president of D. P. 


CHICAGO.—Evidence of the 
tapering off in 1941 model produc- 
tion was reflected in the July new 
car registrations for Cook county, 
which dropped to 13,778, as against 
16,807 in June. 

On the other side of the picture, 
the swift pace of orders caused an 
increase last month by comparison 
with July, 1940, when the total was 
11,338. Last month, incidentally, 
was the largest July since 1929, 
when 14,964 new cars were reg- 
istered in the county. 

The first seven months this year 
set a new all-time peak for corre- 
sponding period, the registrations 


Seattle Sales 


Canada Reports 
Sharp Decline in 


June Car Sales 


MONTREAL.—Sales of new mo- 
tor vehicles in Canada numbered 
11,665 with a retail value of $15,- 
080,286 during June compared with 
15,554 units which retailed for 
$17,326,537 in June, 1940, the Do- 
minion Bureau of Statistics re- 
ported last week. The survey did 
not include vehicles delivered to 
the government for war purposes. 

June sales represented a 25 per- 
cent drop in number and were 13 
percent down in retail value com- 
pared with the same month last 


ALSO PRESENT at the Skinner party were, left to right, D. P. 


Brother & Co., advertising counsel; J. J 
service manager; G. R. Browder, R. L. Myers and H. A. Trevellyan, assistant 
general sales managers, and T. C. Hobbs, stylist. 


New Car Sales in Chicago 


Hit 11-Year High in July 


year. 


Sales for the first six months 


this year numbered 78,853 valued 
at $99,899,244. This compared with 
86,599 new vehicles retailed for 


$96,216,060 in the same period of 


1940, a 4 percent increase in re- 
tail value but a 9 percent decline 
in number. 


First Six-Months Travel 


In U. S. Sets New High 


WASHINGTON.—American Auto- 
mobile Assn. survey shows that 
more travel dollars found their 
way into circulation during the 
first six months of 1941 than for 
any similar period in the history 


of the travel industry. Increase in 


mass movement of people going 


places and seeing things by high- 
way, rail, by air, and by water, 
was attributed to the step-up in 
j}industry and employment result- 
ing largely from defense. 


Decline Slightly 


SEATTLE —No cleanup prob- 
lems will have to be met on 1941 
models in this locale, now that the 
model-year is coming to a close. 
Some dealers still have fair stocks 
of new cars on hand, but they are 
considered the fortunate ones. 

July sales were naturally below 
the previous few months, but still 
far ahead of last year. The July 
total for King county (Seattle), ac- 
cording to official tabulations of 
the Motor List Co., automotive 
statisticians, up to and including 
July 26 was 1,920 cars. For the 
corresponding period of 1940, the 
total was 1,390. 


June, 1941, total sales in the 
county were 2,639, and May, 1941, 
the total was 2,488. While July is 
running below these figures, 
sales are considered remarkable at 
the end of model-selling year. 

Used car inventories are in fine 


shape, and dealers are not worried. 


the B 





Brother, 
Dobbs, general 


hitting the 111,644 mark as against 
82,736 in 1940 and 62,533 in 1939. 
The number of new cars registered 
was also within 269 of the total for 
the entire 12 months of 1929. 


Chevrolet was well out in front 
during July with 2,767 registra- 
tions, Plymouth edged out Ford for 
second, 1,745 to 1,712. Buick held 
fourth place with 1,312, Pontiac 
fifth with 1,121, Oldsmobile sixth 
with 935, Dodge seventh with 886, 
Chrysler eighth with 550, De Soto 
ninth with 450, and Cadillac tenth 
with 437. 


Other makes in order were 
Studebaker with 397, Nash with 
300, Mercury with 295, Packard 
with 293, Hudson with 184, Lincoln- 
Zephyr with 84, Willys with 40, 
= with 3 and Hupmobile 
with 1. 


Ia. New Car Sales 
Show 26% Gain 


DES MOINES, Ia.—Iowa new 
car sales showed a 26 percent gain 
during the first half of 1941, as 
compared with sales for the corre- 
sponding period of 1940. 


Sales up to July 1, this year, to- 
taled 43,299, while sales for the 
first six months of last year came 
to 34,266. 


SAE Chapter Elects 


BOSTON. — New England section, 
Society of Automotive Engineers, held 
its first meeting with the new officers 
at Greenfield to map out plans for the 
1941-42 season. Those elected were H. 
Hawk, Valvolene Oil Co., chair- 
man; R. Jones, Ethyl Gasoline 
Corp., vice-chairman; John A. Hassett, 
Cities Service Co., secretary, and Al- 
bert Lodge, Goodrich Oil Sales Co., 
treasurer. 





SALES 


Slight Rise 





Cincinnati Sales 
In July Reported 
At Record Pace 


CINCINNATI.—Because the buy- 
ing public got the idea that car 
prices would advance materially on 
Aug. 1, all dealers in this market 
enjoyed the biggest July sales 
volume in their history, according 
to official records of the Cincinnati 
Automobile Dealers Assn. 

A total of 7,505 motor vehicles 
were sold in July for a gain of 29 
percent over July 1940. Sales of all 
motor vehicles during the seven 
months of 1941 reached a total of 
48,853 for an increase of 29 per- 
cent over the similar period of 1940, 


New passenger car registrations 
during July amounted to 2,698 for 
an advance of 22 percent over July 
1940 but a slight decline from the 
high point attained in June. July 
new car sales exceeded by 355 cars 
the record July volume established 
in 1937. 

In the used car department, a 
total of 4,219 passenger cars were 
sold in July for a gain of 32 per- 
cent over July 1940 and 6 percent 
over June. Dealers report heavy 
demand for 1940 and 1939 models. 
The exceptional sales volume leaves 
inventories at the lowest point of 
the year. There is a slight trend 
toward price advances in more 
popular models. 


July sales of new trucks totaled 
423 for an increase of 55 percent 
over July 1940 and 39 percent over 
June. Sales of used trucks were 
165 in July, an advance of 9 per- 
cent over July 1940 and 53 percent 
ahead of the previous month. 


Columbus Area 
Reports New Car 


Sales on Decline 


COLUMBUS, O.—In a report just 
issued by J. Arthur Yoder, clerk 
of the courts covering the filing’ of 
certificates of ownership, it is 
shown that 12,126 new automobiles 
were sold in Columbus and Frank- 
lin county during the first seven 
months of this year as compared 
with 9,254 in the same period in 
1940, an increase of 2,873. The to- 
tal number of cars to change own- 
ership during that period this 
year was 18,339 compared with 13,- 
884 passenger cars in the first 
seven months of 1940. 


The total number of trucks sold 
during the seven months period of 
aa 1,477 compared with 1,152 
n . 


The number of passenger cars 
sold in- the city and county during 
July was 1,667 compared with 1,819 
in June and with 1,375 in July last 
year. The truck sales for July 
numbered 240 against 227 in June, 
and 204 in July of 1940. 

The total number of individual 
makes of new passenger cars in 
the seven months period this year 
were: 


Buick, 1,143; Cadillac, 231; Chev- 
rolet, 2,997; Chrysler, 403; Crosley, 
7; De Soto, 486; Dodge, 790; Ford, 
1,457; Graham, 1; Hudson, 185; 
Lincoln, 3; Lincoln-Zephyr, 36; 
Mercury, 206; Nash, 220; Oldsmo- 
bile, 820; Packard, 179; Plymouth, 
1,654; Pontiac, 914; Studebaker, 377 
and Willys, 17. 


Registration Figures 
Show Gains for Pontiac 


PONTIAC. — According to the 
latest complete registration figures 
covering the first four months of 
1941, Pontiac is in third place in 
the industry in the number one 
New York zone and in fourth 
place in such productive zones as 
Boston, Washington, Charlotte, 


Cincinnati, Pontiac, Oklahoma City, . 


Los Angeles and San Francisco, 
according to D. U. Bathrick, gen- 
eral sales manager. 

_Bathrick points out that in these 
nine out of 24 zones (37 percent) 
43.5 percent of the Pontiac. cars 
were registered, showing that Pon- 
tiac’s standing is in many of the 
most productive areas. 





Have you wired your Congressman 
on ‘NO DISCRIMINATION against 
automobile industry ?”’ 
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Dealers’ 
addressed 


T’S the purpose of this column to 
keep abreast of changing con- 
ditions, to always fit itself to the 
pest interests of dealers and sales- 
men, and to hold for itself a vital 
place in the lives of its readers. 
To do this, the conductor corre- 
sponds with many dealers and em- 
praces every opportunity to attend 
dealer meetings. I hope I have 
added another 120 advisors and 
counselors among the automobile 
dealers and salesmen I met re- 
cently at the annual meeting of a 
local finance company in this sec- 
tion of the country. It was a hot 
night, but I enjoyed being with 
them. What seemed uppermost in 
their minds that night was the 
question of taxes and 1942 model 
prices. Some of the dealers had 
seen the new 1942 cars that are 
already off the assembly line. 
Others expected to be invited to 
factory conventions soon. 


It was the consensus of opinion, 
however, that new model prices 
would not be raised much over 
the current prices of comparative 
1941 models. They felt that even 
though higher costs were indi- 
cated on account of smaller pro- 
duction, factories would be re- 
luctant to fly in the face of the 
price control administration by 
upping prices generally. Fac- 
tories would be constrained to 
leave off some accessories so that 
the present price range might be 
continued. This the dealers 
thought would work out to their 
advantage because it would allow 
them to sell the wanted extra ac- 
cessories to customers and thus 
make additional profit. Many of 
them remembered when there 
used to be more money in sell- 
ing bumpers, spare tires and 
other accessories than there was 
in selling the original car. In 
this respect, dealers were pleased. 


Used Car Tax 
Expected 


consensus of opinion regard- 

ing the tax was that after a 
week or two debate in the Senate 
the tax bill will probably go 
through, as far as the automobile 
industry is concerned, on the basis 
recommended by the Ways and 
Means committee, namely, 7 per- 
cent on new cars and a $5 use tax 
on all cars. 

They pointed out, however, 
that as long as the government 
had real need for money, Con- 
gress would continuously work 
on new tax bills. In such a situa- 
tion they were concerned that 
the used car might later come 
in for taxation. A used car tax 
would, of course, have a much 
greater effect on dealers’ busi- 
ness, particularly if it taxed all 
cars in their stock when it went 
into effect. 


* * * 
Book Revision 


Needed 


ELIEVING as I do in the ne- 
cessity to prepare for any 
emergency, I pointed out one im- 
Portant step that all dealers should 
take immediately to protect their 
future. I urgently recommend that 
all dealers in America start im- 
Mediately to enter used cars taken 
in on trades in their books at their 
Wholesale value rather than at 
their take-in price. I want to em- 
Phasize the importance of this 
recommendation because most 
dealers’ books were set up to give 
all the advantage to the new car. 
It has been the practice to enter 
used cars at their allowance price 
Mm order not to deduct the used 
car loss directly against the new 
Car gross. This must now be 
changed if dealers are not to run 
the risk of paying taxes on a 
fictitious value. Why not deduct 
€ amount of over - allowance 
against the new car gross anyway? 
ou came into possession of the 
used car by virtue of the sale of 
the new one. 
It is not only important that 
you revise your books immediate- 


Dealers tell me 


By John 0. Munn 
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ly in order that you may save 
yourself from paying government 
taxes on your used cars at a rate 
that will cause many dealers fi- 
nancial embarrassment, but there 
are many other reasons that are 
valid in normal times, as well as 
in emergency Periods, for enter- 
ing used cars you take in at their 
wholesale value. For instance, 
you pay either county or state 
Property tax at the end of the 
year, and if you have entered 
your cars at their allowance 
price, these officials won't let 
you write the inventory down at 
the end of the year for tax pur- 
Poses. But, if you have entered 
them on your books at their 
wholesale value when you take 
them in, they won’t question you 
at all. There are plenty of guide 
books to substantiate the whole- 
sale prices you use so you won't 
run into any trouble with tax of- 
ficials by using these wholesale 
prices in entering the inventory 
amounts on your books. 
* * * 


Fooling 


Themselves 


UTOMOBILE dealers don’t en- 

ter any other merchandise in 
their inventory at retail value — 
new cars or parts—and neither 
does any other merchant in the 
world. Those automobile dealers 
who are entering their used cars 
on their books at the allowance 
book are keeping a set of books 
for no other purpose than fooling 
themselves. There is a psychologi- 
cal reason for entering the used 
car on your books at the whole- 
sale price. When it is turned over 
to the used car department at that 
price, your used car department 
can do proper reconditioning on it 
and still price it competitively. You 
spot your used car department 
with an opportunity to make 
money and then you will find that 
department enthusiastic, for it 
then has a chance to do a good 
and profitable job. 


Some dealers claim entering 
the used cars at their allowance 
price helps them borrow money 
on the used car stock. You can’t 
fool banks or finance companies 
that way —you can borrow just 
as much on an inventory of used 
cars based on their wholesale 
value as you can on a fictitious 
value. Anyway, no dealer wants 
to mortgage his anticipated 
profit. If he could, what would 
he have left for his business, to 
meet his payroll, pay the rent 
and other expenses and in the 
end pay a profit? To owe your 
anticipated profit — something 
that has not yet come into ex- 
istence to your banker—is just 
one step short of business sui- 
cide. 


* * * 


Avoid Aggressive 


Attitude 


jbo dealers I talked to at this 
banquet were impressed with a 
recommendation which recently 
came from the Akron Automobile 
Dealers Assn. Because it is of 
timely importance and because it 
is a thing all dealers should bear 
in mind when a shortage of cars 
and materials develops, I am re- 
peating it: 

“Occasionally we hear that a 
dealer is assuming a “Take It Or 
Leave It’ attitude toward cus- 
tomers with reference to the in- 
convenience in car or service 
sales. While such an error may 
be understandable, in view of 
previous lopsided circumstances 
when dealers were placed against 
each other by the customer, yet 
let us remember that its the 
customer who keeps us in busi- 
ness. For the sake of your fu- 
ture relationship with the buyer 
and for his good will it would 
be well to avoid an aggressive 
attitude. Certainly inconveniences 
can be properly explained to the 
buyer in @ polite way so that 

(Continued on Page 22, Col. 5) 









Dealers are Stifled in Canada 





Pontiac Dealers Meet... . 


PONTIAC’S BIGGEST retail dealer, 





James Powers, left, of Powers Motor 


Sales, Detroit, with Hugo A. Wehmeier, vice-president and general manager of 
Community Motor Sales of Chicago at the recent mid-summer Pontiac dealers’ 


merchandising conference. 





ALSO PRESENT at the dealer conference were H. R. Hochthanner, left, of 
Garber Pontiac Co., Saginaw, Mich., and Carl Longnecker of Longnecker Motor 
Sales of Erie, Pa., the oldest Pontiac dealer in the country. 


Canada Debating Possibility 


Of Converting 


MONTREAL—Two abnormal 
wartime economic conditions, the 
shortage of gasoline and the sur- 
plus of wheat, combine to stimu- 
late a movement in Canada for the 
production of power alcohol from 
wheat and other agricultural prod- 
ucts. 

As a result of studies conducted 
by the National Chemurgic Com- 
mittee of the Canadian chamber 
of commerce a recommendation 
now is before the government for 
the setting up of an experimental 


Washington Office 
Opened by NSPA 


DETROIT.—To complete a care- 
fully developed program for keep- 
ing members constantly informed 
and advised on activities in Wash- 
ington, the National Standard Parts 
Assn. last week announced the 
opening of an office in the nation’s 
capitol. 

Jack Wiggins, assistant execu- 
tive vice-president of the jobber- 
manufacturer organization, at 
present is in charge of the new 
branch headquarters. The present 
program for Washington repre- 
sentation calls for expansion of 
the Washington staff and facilities 
if and when conditions warrant. 
This is in line with the associa- 
tion’s policy of providing the ut- 
most in constructive service. 

In a bulletin to the NSPA mem- 
bership, Don McKim, executive 
vice-president, pointed to the move 
as a step forward to meet new 
conditions and to further strength- 
en the organization in the defense 
picture for service and protection 
to the after-market industry. 


House Appliances 
Terms Are Cut 


NEW YORK.—Further evidence 
of the trend toward more stringent 
installment sales terms was noted 
here with the announcement by 
Commercial Investment Trust Corp. 
of a reduction in its maximum 
terms available on major house- 
hold appliances from 36 months to 
30 months and an increase in re- 
quired minimum down payment to 
10 percent of the sales price. 

The new terms will become effec- 
tive Aug. 1 in New York City, 
according to S. D. Maddock, vice- 
president in charge of industrial 
business, who declared that it was | 
anticipated the requirements would | 
be extended nationally afterward. | 


Wheat to Fuel 


plant for production of power fuel 
from wheat. It is expected the 
recommendation will receive cabi- 
net consideration shortly. 

The committee’s findings indi- 
cate production of alcohol from 
wheat will require a government 
subsidy because its cost is bound 
to be greater than the cost of 
gasoline. Thus, the major question 
for the government to decide is 
whether the national interest jus- 
tifies the outlay of public funds on 
the development. 


Against the money cost to the 
taxpayers, those who favor the 
project set the following considera- 
tions: A saving on foreign ex- 
change by lessened imports of 
crude oil and gasoline, a further 
saving on foreign exchange through 
lessened imports of  tetra-ethyl- 
lead, and the moving of 50,000,000 
to 100,000,000 bushels of Canada’s 
surplus wheat out of storage, thus 
reducing costs and improving the 
general economic situation. 

Information collected by the 
committee on the results of re- 
search is to the effect that alcohol 
may be blended with gasoline up 
to a ratio of 2 percent without 
necessitating any important change 
in the carburetors of gasoline mo- 
tors and that it provides anti- 
knock qualities comparable with 
those of tetra-ethyl-lead. 


* * * 


FDR Opposes 


U.S. Plan 

CHICAGO —Arnold R. Daum, 
secretary of the committee on mo- 
tor fuels of the American Petro- 
leum Institute, issued a statement 
last week here to the effect that 
President Roosevelt is opposed to 
the idea of converting agricultural 
products into motor fuel. 


Commenting upon the California 
action, Roosevelt stated that “it 
has never been established in this 
country that the conversion of 
agricultural products into motor 
fuel is economically feasible or 
necessary for national defense.” 


The President took the stand 
that an ample supply of motor 
fuel and the certainty that it will 
continue in the United States 
places this nation in a different 
position from those countries 
“possessing no petroleum re- 
sources” and therefore required to 
develop substitute fuels. 


Aluminum Depot 


DOVER, N. H.—(UTPS).—Wilkinson 
Motor Sales is doing its bit toward 
national defense by serving as a depot 
for the collection of aluminum, 


War-Time Basis 
Presents Entirely 
New Sales Picture 


MONTREAL.—Restriction in new 
car production, coupled with the 
move to encourage gasoline con- 
servation has put the new. and 
used car sales industry in low gear, 
according to a dealer survey con- 
ducted here last week. 


A dead-end market in sales of 
big used cars, those giving less 
than 15 miles per gallon, is re- 
ported, while buyers of used cars 
reported a general flood, in the 
case of one firm, an average of 10 
a day, of used cars being turned 
in for outright sale by motorists 
who have taken the gas shortage 
seriously. 


“On an average six out of every 
10 cars turned in for re-sale are 
8-cylinder cars which do less than 
15 miles to the gallon of gas,” said 
W. J. LaMontagne, of the sales 
department of Town and Country 
Motors. 


Although small cars and motor- 
cycles are hard to buy here, what 
with a quota cut of 80 percent on 
all-American-made small cars and 
larger special makes, a _ general 
trend toward buying bantam and 
“baby-carriage” type cars, where 
available, is noted. “If people like 
to set aside owner-pride and ride 
in a baby-carriage at the rate of 
40 miles to the gallon they’re do- 
ing a smart thing,” one dealer com- 
mented. 

G. H. McKeeman, managing di- 
rector of National Motor Sales, re- 
ported that “90 percent of all car- 
owners are considering gas saving 
in terms of smaller cars.” He said 
at the same time, that retail prices 
on smaller second-hand cars had 
jumped from $150 to $200 in the 
last few months. 

From the dealers’ standpoint 
new car turnover is virtually a 
thing of the past. In line with war- 
time production restriction on 
Canadian - content cars—types on 
which paint, assembly, and tire 
jobs are done in Canada—new car 
prices are jumping and sales drop- 
ping daily. 

McKeeman said his company’s 
books showed a 40 percent increase 
in service business because “people 
are making yesterday’s cars do for 
today as a war measure.” 

“Our only trouble, like that of 
many other garages in the city is 
to find enough mechanics to keep 
up with the demand for overhaul 
jobs,” he said. He predicted a fur- 
the boost in mechanics’ wages and 
in servicing costs. 


Heavy Toll Seen 
In Wis. With Too 
Stiff Curtailment 


MADISON, Wis.— The proposed 
50 percent production cut in the 
automobile industry would put any- 
where from 25 percent to 33 per- 
cent of Wisconsin’s new car deal- 
ers out of business with the small 
dealer hit the hardest, in the 
opinion of Louis Milan, executive 
vice-president of the Wisconsin 
Automotive Trades Assn., Inc. 

There are at present licensed 
with the Wisconsin banking com- 
mission 2,258 new car dealers and 
5,794 salesmen. In addition, there 
are 233 automobile finance com- 
panies, whose staffs range from 
one to over 100. 

Milan opined that a 20 percent 
cut wouldn’t force dealers out of 
business since the market is 
somewhat oversaturated as a re- 
sult of the huge sales year just 
past. 


Nunn Vice Heinz 


CINCINNATI. — William F. Heinz, 
automobile dealer here for 23 years, 
has sold his interest in Heinz Motors, 
Inc. (De Soto-Plymouth) and will re- 
tire from the business. His interest 
was purchased by L. R. Nunn, former 
regional manager here for De Soto, 
and the new firm will be known as 
L. R. Nunn Motors. 


Have you wired your Congressman 
on “NO DISCRIMINATION against 
automobile industry ?”’ 
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AUTOMOTIVE OUR PLATFORM 
0 5 : 1. A continuing understanding between manufac- 
‘li turer and dealer, and fair profits for both. 

Ee 2. An eventual profit for the dealer on every used 
A% vehicle handled. 
L 8. Better dealer service and lubrication facilities 
E operated at a profit. 

4. 

5. 














Changeover Time 


Pye ome a new season and it is not far off. The industry 
already is shifting from ’41 to ’42. Ford assembly lines 
are still running on ’41 stuff, while Hudson and Packard 
are building next season’s models right now. Other com- 
anies are down, “readying” for the new market and in 
ptember we may look for the formal announcements. But 
before the announcements will come the usual press parties 
at which the Paul Prys and the Peeping Toms, otherwise 
the automobile editors, will preview the 42 models. And 
in October there will be the dealers’ shows, four already 
having been scheduled — Chicago, Buffalo, Los Angeles and 
San Francisco. It will be almost like pre-defense times ex- 
ro there no longer will be the national show in New York 
ity. 

The only fly in the ointment is the burning question of 
the hour: How many cars will the industry be permitted to 
build? We already have a 20 percent curtailment and it 
looks like 50 eventually. But there is a dreadful uncertainty 
at the present time as to when the really big cut will be 
settled. Will Washington let us build 600,000 units in the 
next three months as has teen half-way promised? Nobody 
knows, so it is hoped the passenger car sub-committee of 
OPM, appointed last Friday, will work out an equitable 
schedule that will mean bread and butter at least for the 
thousands and thousands of automobile dealers, their sales- 
men and their families. 


‘The Man With a Wrench in His Hand’ 


EADING between the lines of the two-page advertise- 
ment of the Saturday Evening Post, which appears in 
this issue of AUTOMOTIVE NEwsS, one finds a dignified reply 
of this world-famous national magazine to the muck-raking 
attack of Reader’s Digest on the automobile servicing and 
repair business of the United States— “The Repair Man 
Will Get You If You Don’t Watch Out.” The Post dedicates 
the advertisement “to the man with a wrench in his hand,” 
otherwise the service man who comes to his title honestly. 
“Without faith in him, how many of us would enjoy the end- 
less driving we now do with such complete peace of mind?” 
asks the Post. It is understood that this same advertisement, 
in four colors, will appear in an early issue of the Post and 
the Digest’s smear of the service man will thus be answered 
by a publication that goes into millions of homes, offsetting 
what is generally regarded as libel on the part of the 
muck-raker. 

AUTOMOTIVE NEws itself picked up the cudgel in defense 
of the service man immediately following the appearance of 
the June Digest. Not only did we publish editorials on the 
subject, but many letters from subscribers who registered 
their indignation. Also we published letters that were sent 
direct to the editor of Digest, while not a few of the daily 
newspapers reprinted our editorials. That a powerful pub- 
lication like the Saturday Evening Post with more than 
5,300,000 subscribers, evidently thinks as we do as to the 
smear leads us to believe that the faith of the public in the 

“ill be re-established. 





A YEAR One thing I did not see 
IS LONG mentioned in the hot 
ENOUGH! controversy in Wash- 

ington last week over 
the extension of the draft, i.e.: 
Does it take more than one year 
to make a soldier out of an aver- 
age American draftee? Posing as a 
military expert who served in the 
United States Navy for about six 
months in 1918 and was mustered 
out to return to my home and busi- 
ness within 60 days after the 
armistice was signed, I do not be- 
lieve it does. Most European coun- 
tries have universal conscription 
and most of them, I believe, re- 
quire a year of army training from 
each citizen before he attains his 
majority. Having had a _ year’s 
training, experience and discipline, 
he is mustered out as a reserve, 
subject to call on 24 hours’ notice. 

* * * 


I believe the intelligence of the 
average American draftee who was 
inducted for a year’s intensive 
training last year is far above the 
I.Q. standard which could be ob- 
tained in any other country in the 
world. Twelve full months of 52 
weeks and 365 days is a long 
stretch and if the training given 


these boys has been of the quality as 


which I am sure it has, then I be- 
lieve we have the foundation of a 


great Army, Navy and Air Force} i+: 


Reserve in this country, adequate 


for any emergency that can or t 


does, for that matter, now exist. I 
am assuming, of course, that the 
present complement would be 
maintained by new classes of 
draftees; in other words, that for 
every man released as a reserve to 
return to his home and normal 
life, there would be a new draftee 
inducted into training. 
* * * 


Unless we are getting ready (and 
God forbid!) for a second expe- 
ditionary force to Europe, Africa 
or Asia, there can be no excuse, 
in my humble opinion, for main- 
taining an active defense army of 
5,000,000 men. Great standing 
armies are the backbone of dic- 
tatorship. Men in their formula- 
tive years who spend too much 
time in military service become 
automatons. They lose that price- 
less ingredient of what we are 
proud to call an American, their 
individuality. 

* oe 

I think if I were in Washington 
and had still a voice in what was 
going on, I would be sponsoring a 
program which would allow every 
man who could pass the Army or 
Navy test as a trained reserve, to 
relinquish his active duties at the 
expiration of his year of training 
if he so desired. To those who had 
shown exceptional ability to the 
point where they could become 
petty officers and thus train the 
new men coming in, I would pay 
a bonus for re-enlistment as ac- 
tive reserves for the next 12-month 
period. I do not believe we can 
have a good army by forcing men 
to remain in a peace-time service 
which may have become positively 
abhorrent. The effect of their at- 
titude on the morale of the in- 
coming men would be terrific! 

* or * 


And too, no one seems to 
pointing out what the effect 
this dispute (over the length of 
conscription service) is having on 
the men who have not already 
been inducted. It is one thing to 
sign a contract to give a year of 
your life to your country and quite 
another to being forced into an 
interminable stretch which even 
the patriotic senator from Florida 
said “should be for five or 10 years 
and perhaps for a generation!” If 
I were 25 again, and being drafted 
into military service, that speech 
by a supposedly responsible sen- 
ator would certainly have damp- 
ened any patriotic ardor which I 
might have accumulated, as an 
American-born citizen of a de- 
mocracy which was as dear to me 
as life itself. 


I agree wholeheartedly with 
Capt. Joseph Patterson, publisher 
of the New York Daily News, which 
has the largest circulation of any 
newspaper in the Western hemi- 
sphere, who asked last week in pure 
American, if not in purist English, 
“What the hell is going on, any- 
how?”—G.M.S. 
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In This Corner 


‘Little Bit Surprised ..... 


The views expressed in this column are th 
butions will not be accepted 


Anonymous con 
be observed upon request. 





Real Pioneer 


I am a little bit surprised to see 
that you would make such a mis- 
take in your list of American cars, 
past and present, in your AuTomo- 
TIVE ALMANAC, as to omit my old 
friend the Orient buckboard, made 
in Waltham, Mass.—P. E. Frost, 
president, Frost Motors, Inc., New- 
ton, Mass. 

Epitor’s Note: Excuse it please. 
We recall that the Orient buck- 
board came off Noah’s Ark. We 
will remember this fact next time. 


Pungent 

“Edgewise” was particularly pun- 
gent last week.I agree so thorough- 
ly, there is no need to comment 
further. 

It is hotter than h— here but 
business is good. Maybe a change 
in weather would help cool off 
Henderson, and that would help a 
lot.—J. C. Billingslea, Nationa! 
Publishers Representative, Chicago. 


Proud 

I am in receipt of your 8th AvuTo- 
MOTIVE NEws Almanac. I must say 
that it is a very wonderful piece 
of work. You have my compli- 
ments, although it is expected that 
you would naturally do a good job 
every year. 

I am quite proud of the fact that 
I am a subscriber and am able to 
get this publication.—S. Whitworth, 
vice-president in charge of produc- 
tion, Studebaker Pacific Corp., Los 
Angeles. 


Noble Job 


Your 1941 Almanac is a noble job 
covering a field that at present is 
extremely difficult. — Edward J. 
Mowery, Newark Star - Ledger, 
Newark, N. J. 


Interesting 


May we offer our congratulations 
with the many you must be receiv- 
ing on your 1941 Almanac? The 
colorful Bower ad on the front 
cover gives a true introduction to 
the interesting contents of the 


The Automobile Relay Race 
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Almanac. We are proud to have a 
copy in this office. — Harold R. 
Swanton, vice-president, Precision 
Bearings, Inc., Los Angeles. 


Atlanta 


New car sales slower, but profits 
satisfactory. Used car stocks lower. 
Prices better. Dealers operating 
more sanely with a weather eye to 
the future—Harry Sommers, At- 
lanta. 


St. Louis 


Stocks of both new and used 
cars in the St. Louis area are 
dwindling rapidly and it appears 
that by the end of August, dealers’ 
warehouses and used car lots will 
be comparatively bare. Prices on 
used cars are relatively strong, and 
very few cars are being sold 
through used car dealers. It is ap- 
parent before supplies of 1942 
models are available, that there 


will be an acute shortage in both 
the new and used car departments. 






Years Age 


(. . . from Automotive Files) 





Fifteen Years Ago 


Percy Owen, who once built the 
Liberty car, retires as head of Dodge 
export activities . . . Moon calls its 
Jubilee Six an European - American 
type . .. John C. Chick, later to be 
Cadillac sales manager, named _ sales 
manager of Chevrolet’s new branch 


in Boston. 
= ~ * 


Ten Years Ago 


Peerless announces it intends manu- 
facturing 12 and 16-cylinder cars with 
aluminum motors and bodies . . ; 
Ford’s new $5,000,000 assembly plant 
in Richmond, Calif. opens . White 
organizes a motor coach division . .- 
Courtney Johnson resigns as Hudson's 


sales manager. 
. ” 


Five Years Ago 


Nash celebrates its 20th anniversary 
. +. De Soto’s new $5,000,000 plant 
in Detroit inspected by regional man- 
agers ... James E. Austin, who built 
the two-speed-axle Austin car in Grand 
Rapids, Mich., from 1901 to 1917, dies 
. . . Pierce-Arrow is first automobile 
manufacterer to build a house trailer 
model. 
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A Six-Point Program 
For Motor Merchants 


AO ae merchants are being confronted with 
a rapidly enlarging set of problems. Therefore, 
the necessity grows for an appraisal of these problems 
and their implications and for preparing to meet them. 


What shall be the automobile merchant’s view- 
point? How shall he proceed? 


All parts of the industry must begin with the fact 
that they have their defense responsibilities to assume, 
whatever these may be, and there will be fewer auto- 
mobiles and trucks produced for commercial sale. 


These conditions suggest what to the automobile 
merchant? They suggest the necessity for a reap- 
praisal of the elements in his business operation. The 
basic element in all business operation is management 
efficiency—the capacity, the energy, the confidence and 
the courage of the boss. 


Other elements of importance include: 


First, the ability of a dealership to adapt itself 
to changing influences and circumstances. 


Second, the ability of a dealership to consider 
the practical adequacy of its business facilities 
and the efficient utilization of every square foot 
of its floor space. 


Third, the advisability of liquidating debt, the 
avoidance of new debt, the minimizing or avoid- 
ance of contingent liability, and the accrual of 
adequate reserve. 


Fourth, the conduct of the Parts and Service 
Department to insure maximum volume and rev- 
enue. To achieve this the shop should be bulging 
with customer work during the day, and perhaps 
used vehicle and reconditioning, other company 


ry 2 a ' 


work, and additional customer work should be 
done at night. The boss’s car, the sales manager’s 
car, demonstrators, used cars, are not revenue- 
producing when they are standing in space that 
could be productive. 


Fifth, the training of adequate mechanical and 
other personnel—ahead of the job! This can be 
accomplished by seeking out these people—in the 
trade schools or wherever they may be available. 


Sixth, an analysis and appraisal of the mer- 


chants’ used vehicle operation with the idea of 
putting it on an efficient business basis. Some 
motor merchants have accomplished this—many 
could do so. Simply reducing trade-in allowances, 
however, will not do the trick. Every one of the 
elements of a merchandising business is involved. 
With less new vehicle production the used ve- 
hicle will become increasingly important. 


The automobile industry, represented by some 40,000 
merchants throughout the country, and by the manu- 
facturers, should conduct its affairs in the best interests 
of the nation. 


We have a double duty to perform. First, we must 
assume our defense responsibilities. Second, we must 
successfully conduct our business operations. 


By doing these two things we can best afford em- 
ployment for thousands of people, render services of 
defense and economic importance, and absorb our 
share of the necessary taxes. 


The approach of the industry at this time should 
not be—“‘How can we get by under these conditions?” 
but rather, “How can we operate most successfully 
under these conditions, as businessmen and citizens 
of the United States; how well can we do our job?” 
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Economy Keynotes New Line; 
Body StructureRemains Same 


(Continued from Page 1) 


oo depends for its transporta- 
on.” 

In describing the new cars Frazer 
said that 1942 models entailed no 
changes in body structure that 
would require new dies for sheet- 
metal stampings, such as for fend- 
ers, hood, or body panels. 

“Economy is the keynote of our 
new designs. We have determined 
to protect motorists to the utmost 
of our ability by building the 
soundest, most economical motor 
car our engineers could devise and 
our skilled workers could produce.” 

The new Willys Americar line of 
1942 cars will be available in the 





FRONT AND REAR compartments 
of the 1942 Willys are upholstered in 
attractive combinations of brown and 


rd and Canda cloth, in 


tan pin co 
patterns. Doors carry the 


contrastin 
same combination in a diagonal pat- 
tern. Window and windshield garnish 
moldings are walnut grained, with 
neutral plastic insert effects in the 
moldings below side windows. 


sedan, coupe, and deluxe station 
wagon. The commercial car group 
will include the %-ton pickup 
truck, a panel delivery truck and 
a heavy-duty, low-cost taxicab. All 
passenger-car models are built 
around the Willys-Overland four- 
cylinder engine, which delivers 63 
horsepower at 3,800 r.p.m. 

A change in external appearance 
is the addition of a graceful, mas- 
sive-looking chrome strip dividing 
the radiator grille, and acting as a 
continuation of the chrome orna- 
ment down the center of the hood. 
This marks a new note in the front 
end styling, yet accomplishes it 
without the usual-retoolings and 
new dies, installation of which 
would have hampered the nation’s 
defense production during a time 
when all available machine tools 
and skilled labor for their opera- 
tion are needed in arms plants. 


The new Willys-Overland models | *. 


will have running boards as stand- 
ard equipment, with their absence 
an optional choice on both the 
Deluxe and the “Speedway” series. 

Interior tailoring of the 1942 
Willys models features two-tone 
dark brown and beige combina- 
tions. The dark brown material is 
pin cord, a fine grain corduroy; 
the beige is “Canda cloth,” a short- 
piled, durable mohair. Door panels 
earry this same combination of 
materials in a distinctive diagonal 
pattern. 

Instrument panels show exten- 
sive use of plastics, in a deep 
buff shade which complements the 
tones of brown upholstery. This 
is a step in Willys’ new symphonic 
color scheme which is used to 
“soften” the interior, thus making 
it more restful. This “quieting 
treatment” prevents distraction of 
the driver and in addition to adding 


greater beauty, becomes an impor- 
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tant safety factor. Willys-Overland 
engineers claim less fatigue and 
less eye weariness as a result. 


Plastic control buttons on the 
dash have been re-designed and 
are of a darker shade than last 
year. As in several other instances, 
this use of plastic saves metals 
vital for defense. 

Glove box doors are black walnut 
grained, as are windshield garnish 
mouldings and decorative panel in- 
serts on doors. This use of grained 
inserts on door panels breaks up 
flat surfaces and lends harmony 
and distinction to interior styling. 

The 1942 Willys cars also feature 
improved insulation against engine 
sounds and vibration. 

Twenty-nine pounds of a special 
sound-deadening, vibration-absorb- 
ing compound is sprayed on the 
front floor panel, cowl top and 
sides, transmission cover, toe 
boards, radiator air deflector, rear 
wheel house panels, front and rear 
fenders. 

Among the most important tech- 
nical improvements in the 1942 
Willys Americar line is the re- 
design of the heat control mechan- 
ism on the manifold, to achieve 
“all- speed, all- temperature” peak 
power. The result, according to 
company engineers, is a precise 
control of dissipation or retention 
of the heat generated in combustion 
of the fuel, so that maximum per- 
formance is assured from the en- 
gine at every operating speed and 
under every load condition. The 
new heat control also enables ef- 
ficient adjustment for the varying 
operating conditions between sum- 
mer and winter weather. 

Complying with the U. S.-OPM 
request to save aluminum for de- 
fense needs, Willys-Overland en- 
gineers have discarded this ma- 
terial for use in Willys Americar 
pistons. Pistons in the “go-devil” 
engine for 1942, it was announced, 
are made of a special alloy iron 
of light weight, ribbed for rigidity 
and heat dissipation. Despite the 
common feeling that cast iron pis- 
tons are inferior in performance 
to those of aluminum, Willys 





WILLYS Americar’s stronger, deeper 
bumpers, set off with newly-designed 
bumper guards harmonize with front 
end treatment. 


engineers, after exhaustive tests 
with the new iron alloy piston, 
report no sacrifice of performance. 

Made of a molybdenum iron al- 
loy, with remarkably thin section, 
the new pistons are oval-ground 
for elasticity and plated with pure 
tin for permanent lubrication and 
perfect fit. 

Exhaustive tests have shown im- 
proved oil consumption and im- 
proved piston life, with the only 
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WHEN OLDSMOBILE concluded 1941 production, a total of 270,088 Oldsmo- 
been turned out in the model year. Photo shows 
ner, left, Oldsmobile’s general manager, and D. E. 
manager, present with final assemblymen. 


Ralston, right, 
















INSTRUMENT PANELS offered in Willys-Overland’s 1942 Americar models 


are a 
and gleaming strips of chrome- 


leasing harmony of buff plastics effects, walnut grained glove box doors, 
oming Hlated steel. A 


new design for control buttons 


below the instrument group of the dashboard makes them easier to locate and 
use. The front floor area is left completely free by the use of underdash left- 
hand parking brake and steering post gear shift lever as standard equipment. 
The front seat is fully adjustable forward and backward. 


Changes in Car Materials 


Won't Affect High Quality 


DEARBORN.—There will be no 
reduetion in the quality of cars 
built by Ford Motor Co., regardless 
of changes in specifications made 
necessary by restriction in the use 
of certain metals essential to the 
defense program, according to R. 
H. McCarroll, Ford metallurgist. 

Probabilities are that the weight 
of the cars will be increased slightly 
but this increase will not be large 
enough to affect gasoline economy 
in the slightest. The increase in 
weight will be less than five pounds 
in the case of the Ford and Mer- 
cury cars and not more than 20 
pounds in the Lincoln cars. 


The only other affect of the 





drawback as compared with alu- 
minum pistons being the require- 
ment for a slightly longer break-in 
period. Willys pistons, now as in 
the past, are subjected regularly 
to rigid 100-hour engine tests at 
3,800 and 4,000 r.p.m., and results 
have shown no sacrifice in per- 
formance. 

In its commercial line the Willys 
pickup truck offers a %-ton pay- 
load capacity with a loading area 
72 inches deep, 16 inches high and 
46% inches long. The tail gate 
height is 135% inches. 

The two-passenger cab is of all- 
steel one-piece construction with 
trim affording insulation against 
heat, cold and rumble. 

The power plant also delivers 63 
horsepower at 3,800 to 4,000 revolu- 
tions per minute. It is capable of 
averaging up to 30 miles per gallon 
of gas, Willys engineers claim. 
The lubrication system provides 
for direct oil pressure to the main 
and connecting rod bearings, cam 
shaft and timing. 

The new Willys pickup has an 
overall length of 181 inches with a 
wheelbase of 100 inches and a 
standard tread of 56 inches. 

The Willys panel delivery truck 
for 1942 has a load compartment 
96 inches long by 63 inches wide 
and 63 inches high. New 10%-inch 
brakes offer 11.1 percent increase 
in braking surface; radiator effici- 
ency has been improved by shroud- 
ing around the radiator; new front 
panel design helps to eliminate 
“driving fatigue”; and better oper- 
ation is assured by the use of spe- 
cial hypoid axle and a new heavy 
duty clutch. 

The body is of all-steel tubular, 
unit-weld construction, with “ply- 
metl” panels and double-faced doors 
and “phemaloid” one-piece hard- 
wood floor, forming a smooth, dust- 
proof interior. Fabric-covered ply- 
wood roof inserts, in conjunction 
with the panel and floor materials, 
provide insulation against both 
heat and cold. The rear doors are 
sealed with sponge rubber and 
hung with full-length piano - type 
hinges, while the compartment for 
spare tire and tools is easily ac- 
cessible under the body at rear. 

The cab is of all-steel one-piece 
construction. From the single, ad- 
justable driver’s seat there is full- 
vision both front and sides, and 


the truck is equipped with i 


glass throughout. 


changed design will be that the 
cars will cost somewhat more to 
produce. McCarroll cited, for ex- 
ample, the carburetor bowl, which 
now is a zinc die casting. This 
will be changed to cast iron. While 
zinc is a good deal more expensive 
than iron, the iron carburetor bow] 
will cost more than the zinc die 
casting because its production will 
involve considerably more labor. 
The additional machining cost, in 
other words, more than offsets the 
lower material cost, and in this 
case it also adds weight. 


Elimination of nickel in the steel 
used for valves would reduce the 
“hot strength” of the valves, were 
it not for the fact that the design 
has been changed. The change adds 
slightly to the weight of the valve. 


“Materials can be changed if we 
make corresponding or compensat- 
ing changes in design,” McCarroll 
said in referring to the valve de- 
sign. 

Another example of a different 
kind is the change from the zinc 
die cast instrument panel to a 
plastic panel. 


“Many people ask,” McCarroll 
continued, “how it is that, if iron 
in many instances can be substi- 
tuted without loss of quality for 
aluminum and zinc, it has not 
been done before.” 


“Certainly the main thing that 
will result, if we make many of 
these substitutions, is an increase 
in cost. For instance, the cost of 
the material in an iron carburetor 
would be less than the cost of the 
material in the zinc die cast car- 
buretor, but the machining saved 
more than makes up for the differ- 
ence in material cost. This is true 
in most of the parts now made of 
zinc alloys and in many of those 
made from aluminum. 


“The thing I want to stress is 
that we very definitely will not 
build an ‘ersatz’ car made up of 
inferior materials. The cars will 
cost us slightly more to build and 
will be slightly heavier, but the 
owner would never know the dif- 
ference as far as the performance 
and operation of his car are con- 
cerned.” 





“NO DISCRIMINATION against auto- 
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Action Due Soon 





In Ky. on Lifting 


Truck Barriers 


LOUISVILLE, Ky.—The motor 
trucking industry in Kentucky js 
taking a more hopeful view of 
prospects for a more liberal anq 
favorable truck weight law than 
at any time during the last four 
years of continuous and increasing 
opposition to the present 18,000. 
pound gross load limit. 

The Georgia - Kentucky trucking 
war, now in a state of truce: 
threats of retaliatory measure; 
against the traffic bottleneck jp 
this state by Ohio, Indiana, Illinois 
and other neighbor states, together 
with the admitted obstructions t 
movement of defense materials int 
and through Kentucky, have fo. 
cussed national attention on cop. 
ditions prevailing here. In addi. 
tion, legislative branch of the state 
government is now awake to the 
fact that they face a problem that 
must be settled, giving assurance 
that the truck law will be a live 
subject at the 1942 session of the 
general assembly at Frankfort, in 
January. 

That the Kentucky bottleneck 
presents a serious problem is fully 
realized, and for the first time the 
position in which trucks are placed 
by the present weight limit law is 
attracting favorable comment on 
their behalf by leading newspapers 
of the state. 

The legislative committee of the 
Motor Truck club of Kentucky, a 
committee headed by E. J. Buhner 
and Morgan J. Parlin as co-chair. 
men, at a meeting held here last 
week tabulated the results of a 
state-wide survey of sentiment 
among legislative candidates in the 
coming November election. “If the 
candidates now in the field favor- 
able to the trucking industry win 
nominations in the August primary 
which, in Kentucky is equivalent 
to election, we will go into the 
1942 session of the General As- 
sembly with a bloc of more than 
25 in the house, more than we 
have been able to combine at any 
previous session,” it was _ stated 
following the meeting. 


Defense Spending 
At Record High 


WASHINGTON.—A record total 
of $50,785,000,000 for national de- 
fense is revealed in an Office of 
Production Management analysis 
of recent appropriations and cor- 
tract authorizations for defense 
purposes. The total of U. S. appro- 
priations and contract authoriza- 
tions, plus funds made available 
to the Reconstruction Finance 
Corp. for defense, came to $47,116; 
000,000 and British orders as of 
June 15, 1941, totaled $3,669,000,000. 

The breakdown for U. S. and 
British commitments in this coun- 
try shows that $11,957,000,000 has 
been allotted for airplanes; $8,483,- 
000,000 for naval vessels, merchant 
ships and transportation equip- 
ment; $8,081,000,000 for guns and 
ammunition; $5,530,000,000 for in- 
dustrial facilities; $4,353,000,000 for 
posts, depots and other non: 
industrial construction; $4,000,000, 
000 for other equipment and $8, 
381,000,000 for miscellaneous items. 


Clark Appointed 
DETROIT. — Associated Sales Co. 
here has announced the appointment of 
LeRoy A. Clark as manager of the 
company’s technical division. 
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Dodge-Plymouth Distributor 
Of This New Protective Financing Plan 


Read Mr. Bishop’s letter and you'll 
know exactly why C. I.T.’s ‘‘Protective 
Package’’ inspired such high praise. 
“«,.. has real sales appeal...” ‘‘...sales- 
men are enthusiastic...’’ ‘‘... provides 
convincing extras...” ‘‘... has pre- 
served our reserves...’’ These are a 
few of the advantages cited from Mr. 
Bishop’s very successful experience. 
And his letter is typical of those we are 
receiving from dealers in every section 
of the country! | 


How is business with you? The new 
C. I.T. Plan may be just what you need 
to give it a boost, to minimize compe- 
tition. Your nearest C. I.T. office is 
ready to supply all the facts on these 
profitable Nationwide Super-Services. 
Call or write today! 






v EMERGENCY REPAIR SERVICE — Provides 
your customer with credit for major car re- 
pairs or replacements when traveling anywhere. 


v INSURANCE THAT REALLY COVERS A CAR— 
Your customer gets not only fire, theft and 
collision insurance, but also protection against 
glass breakage, riots, floods, tornadoes, ex- 


plosions, lightning and many other forms of 
damage. 


V ©.1.T. BAIL BOND CERTIFICATE enables your 
customer to obtain traffic violation or accident 
Bail Bond up to $5,000 without further cost. 
v PERSONAL ACCIDENT INSURANCE covers 
your customer against loss of life, sight or 


Provide your customers with C. I. T.’s ‘Protective Package“! 


limb...from $500 up to $10,000, as specified 
in the policy. Identification card and emer- 
gency benefits included. 


Vv TOWING AND ROAD EMERGENCY SERVICE 
—on new cars—reimburses your customer up 
to $10 in each instance such a service is re- 
quired, no matter where it may be. 


C.1.T. is the world’s largest independent sales financing institution, established in 1908, and servicing dealers and purchasers 





everywhere through more than 250 local branch offices. . . each a self-contained, fully functioning unit... in all 48 states. 
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Economy Keynotes New Line; 
Body StructureRemains Same 


(Continued from Page 1) 


America depends for its transporta- 
tion.” 

In describing the new cars Frazer 
said that 1942 models entailed no 
changes in body structure that 
would require new dies for sheet- 
metal stampings, such as for fend- 
ers, hood, or body panels. 

“Economy is the keynote of our 
new designs. We have determined 
to protect motorists to the utmost 
of our ability by building the 
soundest, most economical motor 
car our engineers could devise and 
our skilled workers could produce.” 

The new Willys Americar line of 
1942 cars will be available in the 





FRO rtments 
of the 1942 Willys are upholstered in 
attractive combinations of brown and 
tan pin cord and Canda cloth, in 


NT AND REAR com 


contrasting patterns. Doors carry the 


same combination in a diagonal pat- 
tern. Window and windshield garnish 
moldings are walnut grained, with 
neutral plastic insert effects in the 
moldings below side windows. 


sedan, coupe, and deluxe station 
wagon. The commercial car group 
will include the %-ton pickup 
truck, a panel delivery truck and 
a heavy-duty, low-cost taxicab. All 
passenger-car models are built 
around the Willys-Overland four- 
cylinder engine, which delivers 63 
horsepower at 3,800 r.p.m. 

A change in external appearance 
is the addition of a graceful, mas- 
sive-looking chrome strip dividing 
the radiator grille, and acting as a 
continuation of the chrome orna- 
ment down the center of the hood. 
This marks a new note in the front 
end styling, yet accomplishes it 
without the usual-retoolings and 
new dies, installation of which 
would have hampered the nation’s 
defense production during a time 
when all available machine tools 
and skilled labor for their opera- 
tion are needed in arms plants. 


The new Willys-Overland models | * 


will have running boards as stand- 
ard equipment, with their absence 
an optional choice on both the 
Deluxe and the “Speedway” series. 


Interior tailoring of the 1942 
Willys models features two-tone 
dark brown and beige combina- 
tions. The dark brown material is 
pin cord, a fine grain corduroy; 
the beige is “Canda cloth,” a short- 
piled, durable mohair. Door panels 
earry this same combination of 
materials in a distinctive diagonal 
pattern. 


Instrument panels show exten- 
sive use of plastics, in a deep 
buff shade which complements the 
tones of brown upholstery. This 
is a step in Willys’ new symphonic 
color scheme which is used to 
“soften” the interior, thus making 
it more restful. This “quieting 
treatment” prevents distraction of 
the driver and in addition to adding 
greater beauty, becomes an impor- 
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Mechanical, Interior Advances Highlight ’42 Willys 


tant safety factor. Willys-Overland 
engineers claim less fatigue and 
less eye weariness as a result. 


Plastic control buttons on the 
dash have been re-designed and 
are of a darker shade than last 
year. As in several other instances, 
this use of plastic saves metals 
vital for defense. 

Glove box doors are black walnut 
grained, as are windshield garnish 
mouldings and decorative panel in- 
serts on doors. This use of grained 
inserts on door panels breaks up 
flat surfaces and lends harmony 
and distinction to interior styling. 

The 1942 Willys cars also feature 
improved insulation against engine 
sounds and vibration. 

Twenty-nine pounds of a special 
sound-deadening, vibration-absorb- 
ing compound is sprayed on the 
front floor panel, cowl top and 
sides, transmission cover, toe 
boards, radiator air deflector, rear 
wheel house panels, front and rear 
fenders. 

Among the most important tech- 
nical improvements in the 1942 
Willys Americar line is the re- 


'|design of the heat control mechan- 


ism on the manifold, to achieve 


_|“all-speed, all- temperature” peak 
-|power. The result, according to 


company engineers, is a precise 
control of dissipation or retention 
of the heat generated in combustion 
of the fuel, so that maximum per- 
formance is assured from the en- 
gine at every operating speed and 
under every load condition. The 
new heat control also enables ef- 
ficient adjustment for the varying 
operating conditions between sum- 
mer and winter weather. 
Complying with the U. S.-OPM 
request to save aluminum for de- 
fense needs, Willys-Overland en- 
gineers have discarded this ma- 
terial for use in Willys Americar 
pistons. Pistons in the “go-devil” 
engine for 1942, it was announced, 
are made of a special alloy iron 
of light weight, ribbed for rigidity 
and heat dissipation. Despite the 
common feeling that cast iron pis- 
tons are inferior in performance 
to those of aluminum, Willys 





WILLYS Americar’s stronger, deeper 
bumpers, set off with newly-designed 
bumper guards harmonize with front 
end treatment. 


engineers, after exhaustive tests 
with the new iron alloy piston, 
report no sacrifice of performance. 

Made of a molybdenum iron al- 
loy, with remarkably thin section, 
the new pistons are oval-ground 
for elasticity and plated with pure 
tin for permanent lubrication and 
perfect fit. 

Exhaustive tests have shown im- 
proved oil consumption and im- 
proved piston life, with the only 
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WHEN OLDSMOBILE concluded 1941 production, a total of 270,038 Oldsmo- 
Eights had been turned out in the model year. Photo shows 
left, Oldsmobile’s general manager, and D. E. 
ger, present with final assemblymen. 


Ralston, right, 


















a one 


INSTRUMENT PANELS offered in Willys-Overland’s 1942 Americar models 


are a 
and gleaming strips of chrome-plated 


leasing harmony of buff plastics effects 
steel. 


walnut grained glove box doors 
A new design for control buttons 


bel the instrument group of the dashboard makes them easier to locate and 
use. The front floor orn ie left completely free by the use of underdash left- 
hand parking brake and steering post gear shift lever as standard equipment. 
The front seat is fully adjustable forward and backward. 


Changes in Car Materials 


Won't Affect High Quality 


DEARBORN.—There will be no 
reduetion in the quality of cars 
built by Ford Motor Co., regardless 
of changes in specifications made 
necessary by restriction in the use 
of certain metals essential to the 
defense program, according to R. 
H. McCarroll, Ford metallurgist. 


Probabilities are that the weight 
of the cars will be increased slightly 
but this increase will not be large 
enough to affect gasoline economy 
in the slightest. The increase in 
weight will be less than five pounds 
in the case of the Ford and Mer- 
cury cars and not more than 20 
pounds in the Lincoln cars. 


The only other affect of the 


drawback as compared with alu- 
minum pistons being the require- 
ment for a slightly longer break-in 
period. Willys pistons, now as in 
the past, are subjected regularly 
to rigid 100-hour engine tests at 
3,800 and 4,000 r.p.m., and results 
have shown no sacrifice in per- 
formance. 

In its commercial line the Willys 
pickup truck offers a %-ton pay- 
load capacity with a loading area 
72 inches deep, 16 inches high and 
46% inches long. The tail gate 
height is 13% inches. 

The two-passenger cab is of all- 
steel one-piece construction with 
trim affording insulation against 
heat, cold and rumble. 

The power plant also delivers 63 
horsepower at 3,800 to 4,000 revolu- 
tions per minute. It is capable of 
averaging up to 30 miles per gallon 
of gas, Willys engineers claim. 
The lubrication system provides 
for direct oil pressure to the main 
and connecting rod bearings, cam 
shaft and timing. 

The new Willys pickup has an 
overall length of 181 inches with a 
wheelbase of 100 inches and a 
standard tread of 56 inches. 

The Willys panel delivery truck 
for 1942 has a load compartment 
96 inches long by 63 inches wide 
and 63 inches high. New 10%-inch 
brakes offer 11.1 percent increase 
in braking surface; radiator effici- 
ency has been improved by shroud- 
ing around the radiator; new front 
panel design helps to eliminate 
“driving fatigue”; and better oper- 
ation is assured by the use of spe- 
cial hypoid axle and a new heavy 
duty clutch. 

The body is of all-steel tubular, 
unit-weld construction, with “ply- 
metl” panels and double-faced doors 
and “phemaloid” one-piece hard- 
wood floor, forming a smooth, dust- 
proof interior. Fabric-covered ply- 
wood roof inserts, in conjunction 
with the panel and floor materials, 
provide insulation against both 
heat and cold. The rear doors are 
sealed with sponge rubber and 
hung with full-length piano - type 
hinges, while the compartment for 
spare tire and tools is easily ac- 
cessible under the body at rear. 

The cab is of all-steel one-piece 
construction. From the single, ad- 
justable driver’s seat there is full- 
vision both front and sides, and 
the truck is equipped with safety 
glass throughout. 


changed design will be that the 
cars will cost somewhat more to 
produce. McCarroll cited, for ex- 
ample, the carburetor bowl, which 
now is a zinc die casting. This 
will be changed to cast iron. While 
zinc is a good deal more expensive 
than iron, the iron carburetor bowl 
will cost more than the zinc die 
casting because its production will 
involve considerably more labor. 
The additional machining cost, in 
other words, more than offsets the 
lower material cost, and in this 
case it also adds weight. 


Elimination of nickel in the steel 
used for valves would reduce the 
“hot strength” of the valves, were 
it not for the fact that the design 
has been changed. The change adds 
slightly to the weight of the valve. 


“Materials can be changed if we 
make corresponding or compensat- 
ing changes in design,” McCarroll 
said in referring to the valve de- 
sign. 

Another example of a different 
kind is the change from the zinc 
die cast instrument panel to a 
plastic panel. 


“Many people ask,” McCarroll 
continued, “how it is that, if iron 
in many instances can be substi- 
tuted without loss of quality for 
aluminum and zinc, it has not 
been done before.” 


“Certainly the main thing that 
will result, if we make many of 
these substitutions, is an increase 
in cost. For instance, the cost of 
the material in an iron carburetor 
would be less than the cost of the 
material in the zinc die cast car- 
buretor, but the machining saved 
more than makes up for the differ- 
ence in material cost. This is true 
in most of the parts now made of 
zinc alloys and in many of those 
made from aluminum. 


“The thing I want to stress is 
that we very definitely will not 
build an ‘ersatz’ car made up of 
inferior materials. The cars will 
cost us slightly more to build and 
will be slightly heavier, but the 
owner would never know the dif- 
ference as far as the performance 
and operation of his car are con- 
cerned.” 





“NO DISCRIMINATION agai - 
mobile industry!” — Sir Se. 
Congressman. 





Action Due Soon 
In Ky. on Lifting 


Truck Barriers 


LOUISVILLE, Ky.— The motor 
trucking industry in Kentucky js 
taking a more hopeful view of 
prospects for a more liberal and 
favorable truck weight law than 
at any time during the last four 
years of continuous and increasing 
opposition to the present 18,000. 
pound gross load limit. 

The Georgia - Kentucky trucking 
war, now in a state of truce: 
threats of retaliatory measures 
against the traffic bottleneck jp 
this state by Ohio, Indiana, Illinois 
and other neighbor states, together 
with the admitted obstructions to 
movement of defense materials into 
and through Kentucky, have fo. 
cussed national attention on con. 
ditions prevailing here. In addi- 
tion, legislative branch of the state 
government is now awake to the 
fact that they face a problem that 
must be settled, giving assurance 
that the truck law will be a live 
subject at the 1942 session of the 
general assembly at Frankfort, in 
January. 

That the Kentucky bottleneck 
presents a serious problem is fully 
realized, and for the first time the 
position in which trucks are placed 
by the present weight limit law is 
attracting favorable comment on 
their behalf by leading newspapers 
of the state. 

The legislative committee of the 
Motor Truck club of Kentucky, a 
committee headed by E. J. Buhner 
and Morgan J. Parlin as co-chair. 
men, at a meeting held here last 
week tabulated the results of a 
state-wide survey of sentiment 
among legislative candidates in the 
coming November election. “If the 
candidates now in the field favor- 
able to the trucking industry win 
nominations in the August primary 
which, in Kentucky is equivalent 
to election, we will go into the 
1942 session of the General As- 
sembly with a bloc of more than 
25 in the house, more than we 
have been able to combine at any 
previous session,” it was stated 
following the meeting. 


Defense Spending 
At Record High 


WASHINGTON.—A record total 
of $50,785,000,000 for national de- 
fense is revealed in an Office of 
Production Management analysis 
of recent appropriations and con- 
tract authorizations for defense 
purposes. The total of U. S. appro- 
priations and contract authoriza- 
tions, plus funds made available 
to the Reconstruction Finance 
Corp. for defense, came to $47,116,- 
000,000 and British orders as of 
June 15, 1941, totaled $3,669,000,000. 

The breakdown for U. S. and 
British commitments in this coun- 
try shows that $11,957,000,000 has 
been allotted for airplanes; $8,483,- 
000,000 for naval vessels, merchant 
ships and transportation equip- 
ment; $8,081,000,000 for guns and 
ammunition; $5,530,000,000 for in- 
dustrial facilities; $4,353,000,000 for 
posts, depots and other non- 
industrial construction; $4,000,000, 
000 for other equipment and $8, 
381,000,000 for miscellaneous items. 





Clark Appointed 


DETROIT. — Associated Sales Co. 


here has announced the appointment of 
LeRoy A. Clark as manager of the 
company’s technical division. 
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Dodge-Plymouth Distributor 
Of This New Protective Financing Plan 


Read Mr. Bishop’s letter and you'll 
know exactly why C. I.T.’s ‘‘Protective 
Package’’ inspired such high praise. 
“«,.. has real sales appeal...” ‘‘...sales- 
men are enthusiastic...’’ ‘‘... provides 
convincing extras...”’ ‘‘... has pre- 
served our reserves...’ These are a 
few of the advantages cited from Mr. 
Bishop’s very successful experience. 
And his letter is typical of those we are 
receiving from dealers in every section 
of the country! 


How is business with you? The new 
C. I.T. Plan may be just what you need 
to give it a boost, to minimize compe- 
tition. Your nearest C. I.T. office is 
ready to supply all the facts on these 
profitable Nationwide Super-Services. 
Call or write today! 


Provide your customers with C. I. T.’s “Protective Package’! 


Vv EMERGENCY REPAIR SERVICE — Provides 
your customer with credit for major car re- 
pairs or replacements when traveling anywhere. 


Vv INSURANCE THAT REALLY COVERS A CAR— 
Your customer gets not only fire, theft and 
collision insurance, but also protection against 
glass breakage, riots, floods, tornadoes, ex- 


plosions, lightning and many other forms of 
damage. 


Vv C.1.T. BAIL BOND CERTIFICATE enables your 
customer to obtain traffic violation or accident 
Bail Bond up to $5,000 without further cost. 


V PERSONAL ACCIDENT INSURANCE covers 
your customer against loss of life, sight or 


limb...from $500 up to $10,000, as specified 
in the policy. Identification card and emer- 
gency benefits included. 


V TOWING AND ROAD EMERGENCY SERVICE 
—on new cars—reimburses your customer up 
to $10 in each instance such a service is re- 
quired, no matter where it may be. 


C. 1. T. is the world’s largest independent sales financing institution, established in 1908, and servicing dealers and purchasers 


everywhere through more than 250 local branch offices . . 


. each a self-contained, fully functioning unit . 


.. in all 48 states. 
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Problems Facing Industry |x Packard Dedication . 
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Call for Ingenuity, Initiative 


Special to Automotive News 

WARK, N. J.—Warning that 
“to a constantly increasing extent 
the use of all kinds of metals for 
civilian production must be cur- 
tailed or even discontinued alto- 
gether,” Purchases Director Don- 
ald M. Nelson of Office of Produc- 
tion Management declared here 
last week that nondefense manu- 
facturers must depend primarily 
on their own ingenuity and initia- 
tive in solving the resultant prob- 
lems rather than “yelling for gov- 
ernment help.” 

Addressing a forum on defense 
production problems, held here 
under sponsorship of the New 
Jersey State Chamber of Com- 
merce, Nelson stated: 

“All kinds of metal are getting 
short. Some of them, like alumi- 
num, are all but completely unob- 
tainable for any sort of civilian 
production. Others are much less 
drastically restricted. Yet the size 
of our defense program is still in- 
creasing, and the needs of the 
democracies we stand pledged to 
aid are also increasing, and it is 
fairly safe to assume that just 
about all metals will be more or 
less restricted — more, probably, 
than less—in the near future. 
Other shortages are developing 
outside of the metals field. Such 
materials as cork, many chemical 
products and a number of other 
important industrial items are now 
tight and will soon be tighter.” 

Nelson noted that shortages were 
not a great problem for the manu- 
facturers working on Army and 
Navy contracts because defense 
needs come first and under the 
priorities system the holder of a 
defense contract was assured that 
his needs would be filled, but that 
the manufacturer for the civilian 
market was getting “squeezed.” 

“Already,” he added, “the squeeze 
is producing some tragic results. 
In a regrettably large number of 
cases, manufacturers who are un- 
able to get the materials they need 
have been obliged to shut up shop, 
pay off their workers, and—for the 
duration of the emergency, at least 
—simply go out of business. 

“That is a new thing for America. 
Factories have had to close down 
before now for lack of orders, 
heaven knows; but we have not 
heretofore run into a_ situation 
where a manufacturer with orders 
on his books and plenty more in 
sight has had to close his doors 
because it was impossible for him 
to get raw materials.” 

Although admitting that in many 
cases there was no solution for 
the problem of shortages, Nelson 


Two Freight Companies 
Announce Merger 


COLUMBUS, O. — Consolidation 
of two large motor freight com- 
panies, under a unique charter 
which will permit the new com- 
pany to engage in rail, boat and 
air transportation or to make con- 
nections with corporations already 
engaged in those forms of trans- 
portation, has been announced 
here. 

The companies being merged are 
the Lecrone Motor Transport Lines, 
Inc., and the Benedict Lines. 


suggested two courses of action in 
other circumstances. 

First, to do everything possible 
“to make what you do have go as 
far as possible” by simplifying 
styles, sizes and models of various 
articles and by substituting ma- 
terials which are not scarce for 
those which are scarce. He said 
a special bureau would be set up 
in Washington soon to coordinate 
such a program. 

Explaining that the second 
course of action was one which the 
individual manufacturer must take 
himself, Nelson continued: 

“The manufacturer who can no 
longer get the materials he needs, 
and hence is faced with an im- 
minent shut-down, is of course in 
a very bad fix. Yet I emphatically 
do not believe that simply because 
it is a bad fix, the manufacturer 
has any right to content himself 
with crying loudly for government 
assistance. It is my earnest con- 
viction that that manufacturer can 
do a great deal to get out of that 
fix if he will exercise the kind of 
individual ingenuity and initiative 
for which American business in the 
past has been famous.” 

Asserting that “the ability to 
tackle problems of equal difficulty 
and urgency has always been the 
price of survival in our economy,” 
Nelson added: 

“American business did not be- 
come the admiration of the world 
through a process of sitting on its 
collective hands and yelling for 
government help whenever the go- 
ing got tough. It rose to its pres- 
ent high position because some- 
how the American business man 
has always been a tough, energetic, 
imaginative chap who refused to 
admit that any situation was hope- 
less, and managed to cut a new 
path through the wilderness when 
the old paths petered out.” 

“You of course have every right,” 
Nelson told the industrialists, “to 
expect that we who are shaping 
and directing the defense program 
will do everything that can prop- 
erly be done to help work out a 
solution. There are a number of 
things that government can do to 
cushion the shock, and you have 
a perfect right to demand that we 
proceed to do them. But the point 
I am trying to make is that no 
man should rest his whole case on 
that expectation. The _ responsi- 
bility of the individual cannot be 
avoided. 

“I think it would be a good thing 
for all of us to remember that none 
of the great blessings which we 
Americans enjoy were given to us 
gratis. Every one of them was 
won by hard work, sacrifice and 
perseverance. We developed and 
grew and became free and pros- 
perous because the brains, endur- 
ance and initiative which are re- 
quired for the solving of hard 
problems have always been char- 
acteristic of Americans. We can 
get through our present difficulties 
in the same way. I have every con- 
fidence that we will—and when 
peace has been restored once more, 
and we can return to production 
for peace instead of production for 
war, we shall be able to go for- 
ward in the good old way, under 
the good old system, to a future 
that will be bright with hope.” 





GEN. BRONISLAW DUCH, commander of the Polish army training program 


in Canada, receiving delivery of a 


Dodge cargo truck and 


ambulance from 


dg. G. McPherson, truck sales manager for Harry Shorter, Detroit Dodge- 
yiemoes dealer. The trucks were presented to the Polish-Canadian unit by 
olis 


h veterans organizations of Michigan 





COMPARING NOTES at the conclusion of Packard dedication ceremonies of 


start of production on 
director general of OPM; President 


Rolls-Royce aircraft engines are William S. a? 


M. Gilman of Packard. William L. 


Shirer, Berlin correspondent of Columbia Broadcasting System, Major-General 
Brett and Sir Henry Self, head of the British Air Commission. 





EDSEL FORD, 


resident of the Ford Motor Co. was one of several prominent 


Detroit industrialists attending the Packard Rolls-Royce celebration. General 


Brett, chief of the 


Army Air Corps and one of the guest speakers, discusses 


with Ford and Major Strong the enormous defense job being done in this 


country. 
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ABOARD THE Packard Special almost 1,000 





uests of the Packard Motor 


Car Co. witnessed Packard’s Rolls-Royce machining division in actual produc- 


tion. On —_e of the tour guests gathered to 
cating two Packard-built Rolls-Royce engines to the respective 


broadcast ded 


hear an international 


Farm Equipment Production 


Periled by Steel Shortage 


WASHINGTON.—Material short- 
ages, principally in_ steel, are 
threatening current rate of pro- 
duction of certain types of farm 
equipment, according to informa- 
tion developed at a meeting here 
between representatives of leading 
farm implement manufacturers 
and Office of Price Administra- 
tion and Civilian Supply. 


Initial approach to solution of 
this problem has been made by 
OPACS through its allocation pro- 
gram providing for the highest 
civilian preference rating on de- 
livery of supplies required by farm 
equipment makers during the 
months of August, September and 
October, 1941. Delivery of sufficient 
quantities of materials to permit a 
rate of production 20 percent above 
1939 or 1940, whichever was higher, 
is allowed by the program. 

Because the situation in raw ma- 





Eastman Report Details 
Aids to Transportation 


WASHINGTON.—“Public Aids to 
Transportation,” in four volumes, 
has just been published by the 
government printing office. The set, 
which is priced at $2.50, presents 
results of an investigation started 
in 1933 by Joseph B. Eastman, 
chairman of the ICC and at that 
time federal coordinator of trans- 
portation. 


Wire your Congressman: “Be fair to 
our industry!”’ 


terials is likely to deteriorate fur- 
ther, rather than improve, over the 
next three months, farm implement 
makers were urged by OPACS to 
make every effort to stimulate the 
maintenance and repair of exist- 
ing equipment and to employ sub- 
stitutes in their manufacturing 
processes wherever possible. 

During the three-month period 
covered by the allocation program, 
OPACS, with the assistance of the 
industry and the U. S. department 
of agriculture, will undertake a 
survey of the situation. 


DEFENSE 


Nelson Warns of Increasing Shortage of Vital Metals 





Larger Spread 
Of Defense Work 
Asked of OPM 


NEW YORK.—A seven-point 
program designed to protect smal] 
business during the current crisis 
and provide for broadened use of 
small industrial units in defense 
production was suggested by the 
American Business Congress, an 
organization of small manufac. 
turers, in a letter last week to As. 
sociate Directors Knudsen and 


~|Hillman of the Office of Produc- 


tion Management. 

Thousands of businesses face 
possible shutdown, with resultant 
widespread unemployment, because 
the facilities of small industria] 
units are not being utilized for 
defense work, it was asserted by 
G. J. Seedman, president of the 
small manufacturers’ group, who 
signed the communication on be- 
half of its board of directors. 

A survey by the organization, 
Seedman said, established that 
there was much inefficiency in the 
operation of the defense produc- 
tion program, and that an “esti- 
mated 50 percent of the nation’s 
maximum productive plant capacity 
is not being utilized.” 

“These unused facilities,” it was 
stated in the letter to the OPM, 
“are essentially in the hands of 
business concerns who have been 
unable to secure defense work or 
the necessary material for their 


-|normal civilian production. 


“As you know, small business 
concerns who pay out about 85 
percent of the nation’s payrolls are 
the most seriously affected. Yet 
while they face wholesale extinc- 
tion, a handful of giant corpora- 
tions are overloaded with about 75 
percent of all defense orders. 

The program suggested by the 
association for correcting the situa- 
tion and protecting small business 
during the crisis advocated that: 

1—Every prime contract award- 
ed should carry a provision for 
mandatory subcontracting of a 
portion thereof, wherever possible. 

2—OPM should encourage and 
assist in the development of “pools” 
consisting of a number of small 
plants whose facilities can be co- 


*|}ordinated to produce defense goods. 


3—Procedure should be _ simpli- 
fied and assistance rendered by 
OPM officials to enable small 
manufacturers more readily to 
understand how they can _ par- 
ticipate in production of defense 
goods. Present regulations are un- 
necessarily complicated and cum- 
bersome; information required is 
sometimes unobtainable. 

4—Priorities should not be grant- 
ed for new plant equipment until 
it is ascertained that existing fa- 
cilities are inadequate. 

5—Allocation of civilian supplies 
should be coordinated with the 
changeover from “business-as- 
usual” to wartime industrial pro- 
duction. 
! 6—Unwarranted accumulation of 
‘priority” materials by one group 
at the expense of another should 
be controlled. 
_ T—Plans should be devised look- 
ing to the economic welfare of non- 
defense industries which face cur- 
tailment or shutdown. 


Defense Order 


CLEVELAND. — John L. Schmeller, 
executive vice-president of National 
Bronze & Aluminum Foundry Co. here 
has announced that Fisher Body divi- 
sion has ordered a substantial amount 


Chris Sinsabaugh’s eparkling of. aluminum castings to be used in 


‘“‘Sparks’’ column is rea 
‘wide-awake”’ in industry. 


by thejthe North American Aviation bomber 


which Fisher Body is producing. 








EXPEDITING OF VITAL national defense shipments by air express was the 


subject of a conference held in Detroit by, left to right, T. E. 


representative f ° 
tendent of Railway Express etemee een Airlines; R. E 


for the Detroit district, and Frank M. 


coast air express 


Bassett, west 
- Vogel, superin- 
H. Johnson, air express representative 
Burg, district sales manager. 
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900d life work 


OF any man 


You find quite a few grizzled veterans among the 
country’s automobile dealers. 


In their business lifetime, the automobile has grown 
from a rich man’s luxury and a mechanic’s toy to the 
finest and most dependable personal transportation 
ever known to mankind. 


They have seen habits change, horizons grow, living 
expand as cars grew more convenient, more reliable 


and more useful. 


To grow along with it hasn’t been easy. They’ve had 
to do more than sell cars — they have 
developed trained service staffs to keep 
cars in operation, no matter how many 


years they are driven. 


They have helped create a whole new 
business—the used-car business—which 
provides a market for the man with a 
car to dispose of, and a place to buy for 





PROGRESS 
through ' 


folks who want to make a little transportation money 
go a long way. 


They have taught many a beginner how to drive, 
have helped young people “budget- buy” their first 
automobile, have been friend, guide and counselor to 
countless neighbors in many different ways. 


And over the years they have been good businessmen 
too, providing for their own, giving employment 
and opportunity to others, meeting pay rolls, paying 
taxes, Owning property— businessmen doing their full 
share in local community affairs. 


Thus to General Motors, as to their 
friends and acquaintances in their 
home towns, they are truly partners 
in progress. 






And so as they look back now over 
their own careers and on into the future, 






they may well say, “‘This is a good life 






work for any man.” 


GENERAL Motors 


CHEVROLET °* PONTIAC . 


OLDSMOBILE . 


BUICK ° CADILLAC 
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DEFENSE 





OPM, OPACS Call for More Industrial Experts 





Training Program Due to Ease 


Shortage of Skilled Workers 


NEW YORK.—Anticipating a 
shortage of from 1,200,000 to 1,500,- 
000 skilled and semi-skilled work- 
ers within the next six months, 
659 defense industries surveyed by 
the National Assn. of Manufac- 
turers reported that they already 
had enrolled 382,876 men, women 
and youths in plant training 
courses to build up an “employ- 
ment backlog” to forestall delay in 
the nation’s arms program. 

The survey showed that in ad- 
dition to this reserve army of labor 


Called for Duty 


TRENTON, N. J.—W. 8S. Johnston, 
head of Johnston Cadillac, Inc., Cadil- 
lac distributors here, has been ordered 
to active duty as the air corps factory 
representative at the Curtiss propellor 
plant at Caldwell, N. J. Johnston is 
a major in U. 8. Army Air Corps 
Reserve. 











being trained by industry in its 
own plants and by its own in- 
structors that 102,623 men, women 
and youths were enrolled in sum- 
mer vocational school defense 
classes. These classes are teaching 
streamlined courses in all branches 
of skilled machine and assembly 
line labor and include technical 
training in engineering, metallur- 
gical and tool design fields. 

Public school classes are spon- 
sored by city, state and govern- 
ment agencies cooperating with 
the manufacturers. Hundreds of 
industrial executives, shop and 
plant foremen and specially trained 
instructors from the defense plants 
are acting as instructors in the 
schools, where thousands of ma- 
chines and instruments have been 
contributed by industry for class- 
room use. 


a 


Rough Riders of 





Will U.S. 
Be Next? 


WASHINGTON. — The motor- 
ized bicycle has achieved notable 
popularity in Britain as the re- 
sult of development of a small 
and reliable engine, the U. S 
department of commerce re- 
ports. Of the new motorcycles 
sold to the British public during 
the last calendar year, more than 
70 percent were lightweight mo- 
torized cycles, a development 
said to represent a complete 
changeover from the position 
prevailing before the war. 


For example, in May, 1940, 
2,150 new motorized cycles were 
sold in Great Britain, whereas 
in May, 1939 (before the out- 
break of the war) the number 
sold was 1,553. In July, 1940, 2,- 
500 motorized cycles were sold 
compared with 1,768 in July, 
1939, while other months’ sales 
figures tell a similar story. 
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Practical Knowledge Needed 


For Successful Defense Effort 


Special to Automotive News 
WASHINGTON.—Trained in- 
dustrial specialists to fill important 
defense jobs are being called for 
by Office of Production Manage- 
ment Director General William S. 
Knudsen and Office of Price Ad- 
ministration and Civilian Supply 
Administrator Leon Henderson. In- 
dorsing a scheduled civil service 
examination, the defense officials 
pointed out that the development 
of an all out defense program has 
shown the need for more experts 
on industrial problems in govern- 


ment service. 


Experience in the last war proved 
that an adequate supply of gov- 
ernment officials with technical 
and practical knowledge is es- 
sential, they added. 

The defense chiefs explained 
that they do not wish to cripple 





Youve got to be tough to take the 
rough-and-tumble jolting of a modern 
tank or scout car. Tanks no longer 
waddle slowly over obstructions, but 
leap and bounce over rough terrain at 
speeds up to twenty-five and thirty 
miles an hour. Scout cars, like the one 
in the picture, can leave the highway 
and roll right across country. Their 
crews—the “rough riders of °41”— 
must take the bumps. So must the ma- 
chines themselves and the powerful 
engines that drive them. 

American engineers not only pro- 
duce the best automobiles, but today 
they are turning their skill and inge- 
nuity to the problems of gasoline- 
powered defense equipment— tanks, 
armored cars, trucks, airplanes and 
motor torpedo boats. They are giving 





America the best equipment, the best 
engines and the best fuels in the world. 
We of Ethyl are privileged to help 
this vital work through both product 
and service. Ethyl’s product, anti-knock 
fluid containing tetraethyl lead, is used 
by petroleum refiners to improve gas- 
oline. Without high anti-knock fuels 
we might not have had many of today’s 
most efficient types of engines—the 
compact gasoline power-plants that 
save weight and space where every 
pound and every inch count. 
Because Ethyl’s anti-knock 
fluids are an important factor 
in the development of both 
fuels and engines, our re- 
search laboratories in Detroit 
and San Bernardino cooper- 
ate with both automotive and 


petroleum technologists. We function 
as a “clearing house” for technical 
information, help to coordinate many 
individual research efforts and con- 
tribute the results of many of our 
own tests and experiments with fuels 
and engines. 

Thus, by supplying an essential 
product and by offering the services of 
our research laboratories to technical 
men and executives in every phase of 
automotive development, we are, we 
believe, serving the nation. 


ETHYL GASOLINE 
CORPORATION 


Chrysler Bldg., New York, N. Y. 














any defense industry by taking 
away key administrative or tech. 
nical personnel. However, the seri. 
ousness of the emergency requires 
that all available executive man. 
power be used with maximum ef. 
fectiveness in the country’s jp. 
terests. 

U. S. civil service commission has 
called for applications for severa] 
classes of industrial specialists, 
with salaries ranging from $2,600 
to $6,500 a year. A general re. 
cruiting drive has been started, 
and open continuous examinations 
will be held in the near future for 
business specialists, economists, 
and accountants. 


The recruiting drive will be con- 
ducted with the aid of schools of 
business administration, private in- 
dustries, universities and trade 
groups. 

Both OPM and OPACS expect to 
utilize the services of several 
hundred of these business special- 
ists once they pass the civil serv- 
ice examination. 

Actual knowledge of practical 
business operations and ability to 
make quick, correct decisions are 
more important, the defense of- 
ficials said, than methods of train- 


Defense Agency 


Sets 22144 Cent 


Price on Rubber 


WASHINGTON. — Jesse Jones, 
federal loan administrator, said 
last week that the government- 
owned Rubber Reserve Co. would 
sell crude rubber to the rubber 
manufacturing industry at a basic 
price of 22% cents a pound in New 
York. 

Jones said the price was agreed 
to by Leon Henderson, director of 
the Office of Price Administration. 

Rubber Reserve Co. recently was 
given a monopoly on the importa- 
tion of all rubber of the Far East. 

Jones said the basic price of 22% 
cents applied to No. 1 ribbed 
smoked sheets at docks or ware- 
houses in New York. The price of 
other types, Jones said, will be 
based on this price with differen- 
tials according to usual trade prac- 
tice. 

A total of 225,000 tons of crude 
rubber are now on hand and Rub- 
ber Reserve Co. hopes to build this 
stock pile higher, after supplying 
both defense and industry needs, 
Jones said. 


Credit Card Ban 
Cutting Fuel 
Sales in Canada 


VANCOUVER, B.C.—Gas station 
operators here claim they are very 
seriously affected by the govern- 
ment ban on credit cards. They do 
not feel that the regulations clos- 
ing gas stations from 7 p.m. until 
7 a.m. on week days and all day 
on Sundays will have a very detri- 
mental effect on their business, but 
they have found that sales have 
been cut almost in half during the 
first week as a result of the ban 
on credit cards. 

Station operators do not feel 
that this reduction is the result of 
the government’s appeal to the 
public to cut consumption of gas 
in half but is due to the problem 
of financing gas purchases on & 
budget which has been adjusted in 
the past to the payment of gaso- 
line purchases once a month on & 
credit card basis. 

Vancouver is a big credit card 
city. Many operators claim that 90 
percent of their business is done 
on company credit cards. Most 
operators feel that the new regu- 
lations will not seriously curtail 
the sale of gas but will impose 4 
very considerable additional hard- 
ship on the station owners inas- 
much as they are receiving big 
increases in demands for credit by 
private arrangement between the 
gas station operator and the cus- 
tomer. 
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Confusion Reigns on Wall St. Over Price Control Bill 


U.S. Industry Seen in Middle 
Of Washington Squeeze Play 






Canadian Motorists 


Must Si Pl 
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Shortage of Scrap Material 
Forces Drop in Steel Output 


~ e 


ists will shortly be asked to 

king By Dana Stuart sign pledges indicating that they : 
ech. ‘ie ~~ = ~ kine isi STOCK PRICE AVERAGES are reducing their gasoline con- NEW YORK.—The American , dwindling scrap supplies, a short- 
seri- Tae 4 to be almost static. At ae ee an 2 sumption by 50 percent, it is an- ||Iron & Steel Institute last week|age of cool water for efficiency 
lireg § con that was true as far as entire 28.02 2803 +001 gn29|| Bounced by J. L. Stewart, deputy || estimated steel operations at 98.3 | and inability to supply customers 
nan- | least > concerucé. There Wee ..++ 28.12 28.03 —0.06 32.93|| Oil controller for Canada. percent of capacity for the past | demands because of defense needs, 
: ef. ups by ae reel po oN 10 parts-access, ...... 27.43 27.37 —0.06 25.28 “I pledge myself to go 50-50 week, a drop of 1.3 points from Youngstown district steel plants t 

in. | instances here ctivity 19.01 19.96 +0.95 16.11|] with our fighting forces by re- , P on ae last week again operated at about 

d price changes in individual }—————————————_ || dui the previous week’s average. 98 
an 4 in the tire and rubb lucing my gasoline consumption percent of capacity. 

hag | socks ‘rength continued to be the | the middle is American industry, || >Y,50 Percent,” the pledges read. The level compared with 968) The mills are working with 
reral “ i oe iter group has caved which merely has the job of build.|| E'imted, forms are now being |/percent a month ago and 90.5 per-|narrow inventories of scrap and 
lists, rule. es aaah ing tanks and airplanes and cun distributed to service stations in || cent in the same period of 1940. say that heavy melting grades are 
2,609 | into hig! er & ? ‘ and making smraunition * : the nine provinces and every Steel trade sources regarded a3| “virtually a thing of the past.” The 

re. | There's a lot of confusion in| 0° iene ‘ so that|| gasoline purchaser will be re- ||a factor in the decline the trouble-| Mahoning River's water supply is 
rteq, | Wall Street. Of course there's con- se program (the ultimate || quested to sign one, He will then ||some shortages of scrap. Within|low and temperatures at intakes 
ions | fusion in plenty of other places, | Objective) may succeed. be given a Union Jack wind- || the last week leading steel authori-|are high, reducing the cooling ef- 


Washington in writing a price con- 


Dividend payments by automo- 


shield sticker. 





ties warned that the industry 


fect and cutting electric genera- 


‘ists, | trol bill allows for a further 20 
: rcent advance in prices of farm 
products and for additional ad- 

con- | vances in prices of clothing. Food 






tive companies are holding up —s have to cut —— un- | tion. 
pretty well under the pressure. In Truck Sales U ess some way were foun en- 
July, declarations totaled $5,980,000] BUFFALO. — New ada car | Bree the supply of scrap material. 


as against $6,535,000 in the like] registrations in Erie county during 


S of 
and clothing are usually considered = : Y. A 
‘ : onth of last year. This brought | June totaled 246, an 11 percent. in- oungstown rea from the automobile sales tax levied 
necessities of life. But other ma- SN! crease over June, 1940, the Buffalo by the last legislature indicate a 
ade terials, including a lot of manufac- the total for the first seven months | Automotive Trade ‘Assn. Inc., reported. Holds Pace collection of $3,600,000 the first year, 


tured goods, must not go higher|Of this year to $144,912,000 against | For the first six months of 1941, truck} yOQUNGSTOWN, O. — Although | 2% 88ainst $3,000,000 estimated prior | 
ct to | than current prices. $129,222,000 in the like 1940 period. in the Tike 1900 pera with 1,491 | beset with triple difficulties of here this ‘week. Bi icecnacael | 
yeral The situation is something like me 


cial- | this in the view of Wall Street. 
erv- | People have to buy food and cloth- 
ing but maybe they won’t buy as 
much of it if prices keep going I H E R p , S 


Collections Rise 
AUSTIN, Tex. — Initial collections 






wren somes 


y to | up, But if they do insist on buying 
are | food and clothing they won’t have 
as much money left to buy other 
rain- things. So it isn’t necessary to 
permit higher prices on manufac- 
tured goods to discourage buying. 


On the other hand, manufacturers 

might make a little more money 
t if they were permitted to raise 
prices. That would mean more 
yer taxes but the government will get 

the extra taxes anyway by raising 
ones, | the tax rates. So it looks at the 
said | present very much like a squeeze 
1ent- | play, with the government on the 
‘ould | one side and the producers of raw 
bber | materials on the other. Caught in 
nasic 


New | Constant Revision 
rot | Needed in Output 


tion. 
was Quotas, Sloan Says 
orta- 
East. LOS ANGELES.—Alfred P. 
22% | Sloan jr., chairman of the board 
bbed | of General Motors Corp., last week 
vare- | said he felt the only intelligent 
re of | way to handle curtailment of auto- 
1 be | mobile production was on the basis 
sren- | of constant revision to fit into de- 
yrac- | fense needs rather than any arbi- 
trary slash such as the 50 percent 
rude | cut recommended by Leon Hen- 
Rub- | derson. 
_this Sloan also said that manufac- 
lying | turers’ cost will be up about 10 
eeds, | percent and that cost to consum- 
ers after adding increased excise 
taxes will be not more than 15 
percent above 1941 models. He said 
that the 1942 models would be 
“Model T’s” for the next few years, 
l with no design changes. 
He said that he personally fa- 
da vors restrictions on installment 
buying, and favors some form of 
ation | enforced savings to provide a 
very | cushion of purchasing power after 
vern- | the emergency. The 1942 models, 
y dO | he said, will be just as good or 
clos- | better than in 1941, but will have 
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BECAUSE QUIET OPERATION and Hyatt Roller 


Bearings just naturally go together, Hyatts 


KEEP THEM 


until | less splashy trim or “Hollywood” 

a | oc &, eee YOUNG ; 

jet ee N WITH are regularly used in cars, trucks and buses | 
}, DU 4 
" Packard Reports to overcome noise, wear and shock. Increas- 


HYATTS 


va"! $1,951,694 Profit 


feel | DETROIT.—Packard Motor Car 
it of | Co. reports for the six months 
_ the | ended June 30, a net profit of $1,- 
| gas | 251,694, equal to .8 cents a share, 
blem | compared with a net loss of $102,- 
on @ | 366 in the first half of 1940. 
od = For the quarter ended June 30 
cong last, indicated net profit was $977,- 
- 422, equal to 6 cents a share, com- 
q | Pring with a net loss of $140,773 
ye in the June quarter of the previous 
at year, and a net profit of $274,272, 


ingly, year after year, automotive design 
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engineers build into their products these 
high quality bearings. Hyatt Bearings 
Division, General Motors Sales Corporation, 


Harrison, New Jersey; Detroit, Michigan. 





se equal to 2 cents a share, for the | 
quarter ended March 31, 1941. | 

regu- | 

irtail 


se 2 | Standard Oil Dividend 


nard- of HICAGO. — Directors of Standard 
inas- | th Co. of Indiana last week declared 
- big a shecoular cash dividend of 25 cents 
: piagare On the company’s capital stock, 
it by | 3 : an extra cash dividend of 25 cents 
the | 5,3"8re, making a total of 50 cents per 
cus- ann This is the same amount de- 

4p" at the corresponding time in 


ROLLER BEARINGS 
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Herz is one of the finest trib- 
utes ever written to ‘the man with © 
a wrench in his hand.’’ It is 
scheduled to appear in color in 
The Saturday Evening Post, Sep- 
tember 20th issue. 


Advance proofs were recently 
shown to a limited number of 
people in the trade, and at their 
suggestion handsome color repro- 
ductions will be released in ad- 
vance of publication. We know 
you'll want one—or more—of 
these-for display purposes. 


These reproductions are litho- 
graphed in full color, on heavy 
paper, twzce the size of the Post 
spread. Suitable for display in 
your windows or on your walls. 


Write on your letterhead or mail 
the coupon on opposite page. It 
will bring you this timely tribute 
FREE. Send your request now. 


Pat 
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“NOBODY WITH GREASY HANDS 








GETS RICH” 


OU'D SAY—if you think a bit—that a 

man’s crazy to make his living at 
auto repairing. 

What makes anybody want to get up 
at 4 A.M. on a frosty winter morning 
just because somebody ‘froze up’’ at a 
party and can’t get started? 

Who likes to spend his holiday in the 
broiling sun wrestling with a stranger’s 
stubborn tires that hate to come off? 

What on earth is in a man’s mind 
that makes him want to fiddle with nuts 
and bolts that tattoo him from head to 
foot with grease until his own children 
can’t recognize him? 

Is that fun? Ask him, and he’ll sur- 
prise you with a “tyes.” 

He doesn’t sling fancy words. He’|I ad- 
mit nobody with greasy hands gets rich. 

No; what hypnotizes your true me- 
chanic is that honest-to-goodness thrill 
he gets at fixing things. That’s real joy 
to him. Taking something that’s out of 
order—and making it work again. 


His dollars he ploughs back into serv- 


ice. He needs improved shop equipment 
to check wheel alignment or headlights. 
Or he buys a new testing instrument to 
check the heartbeat of your engine and 
put the finger on what’s wrong. Today’s 
engines must be made accurate to less 
than a thousandth of an inch. And he 
doesn’t call himself a mechanic if he 
can’t keep them that way. 

There’s a word for that kind of man. 
An overworked word we the public in- 
stinctively call him when we talk about 
him. 

We call him a “‘service man.’’ And he 
came by the title honestly. 

He knows he well earned the title or 
the public would have taken it away 
from him long before this. 

Every American who ever owned a 
car can be thankful that this man 
picked the life work he did! And thank- 
ful for the affectionate skill he brings to 
his task. 

Without faith in him, how many of us 
would enjoy the endless driving we now 
do with such complete peace of mind? 
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Dedicated to the man with a wrench in his hand by 


THE SATURDAY EVENING POST 
























The Saturday Evening Post 
Publicity Manager, Dept. 9 
Independence Square 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Please mail me, immediately _§full color 
enlargements of The Saturday Evening 
Post, Sept. 20th, advertisement “dedicated 
to the man with a wrench in his hand.” 


Name 





Firm name 





Street and No. 
City 


Our business is 





State 
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FBI Starts Investigation of Scrap Me 





Report of Hoarding Brings 


Action Request from OPACS 


Special to Automotive News 
WASHINGTON. — Broad investi- 
gation of practices being followed 
in the scrap iron and steel trade 
which are believed to be in prob- 
able violation of the anti-trust 
statutes is being undertaken im- 
mediately by the U. S. Department 
of Justice in response to a request 
for action from Price Admin- 
istrator Leon Henderson. Par- 
ticipating in the investigation are 
Anti-Trust division and the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation of the 


Strike Continues 


At Timken Plant 


COLUMBUS, O.—The strike at 
the Columbus plant of the Timken 
Roller Bearing Co. which was 
started when union members 
walked out in protest to the dis- 
charge of five women workers 
continued last week with little 
progress made thus far in nego- 
tiations for an early settlement. 

Several conferences have been 
held by Federal Commissioner of 
Conciliation Hugh D. Friel with 
company and union officials. George 
B. Roberts of the Office of Pro- 
duction Management was sent to 
Columbus to act as an observer 
and to lend any assistance he can 
in bringing about a_ settlement. 
Heavy defense orders are held by 
Timken. 

The only concession made as a 
result of the conferences so far, 
came from the company which of- 
fered to re-employ the five dis- 
charged women, but not in their 
old jobs and without any back pay. 


New Service Department 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — Common- 
wealth Chevrolet Co. here has an- 
nounced the opening of a new service 
department next door to sales room. 
E. W. Seibel is manager of the service 
department. 


Justice department. Furthermore, 
in requesting the investigation 
Henderson suggested that, if ap- 
propriate, a grand jury be im- 
paneled to aid in the work. Elimi- 
nation of current abuses is ex- 
pected to facilitate free flow of 
scrap and prevent hoarding. 

In his letter to the Attorney 
General outlining need for the in- 
vestigation, Henderson said there 
are approximately 15 large brokers 
of iron and steel scrap who supply 
approximately 90 percent of the 
scrap purchased by steel mills. 
These brokers obtain scrap from 
dealers who purchase from _ sub- 
dealers who in turn buy from 
smaller dealers or producers of 
scrap. 

“It is my understanding ‘that 
certain of these brokers and deal- 
ers have subsidized secretly other 
dealers and sub-dealers, sometimes 
as many as a hundred or more,” 
Henderson stated. “In this way a 
single broker has, in some _ in- 
stances, achieved a monopoly over 
all of the scrap produced in an 
entire region. This control over the 
supply of scrap has been utilized 
as a means for enhancing scrap 
prices and encouraging hoarding 
of iron and steel scrap.” 


Fla. Owners Must Pay 
Extra Fee for Plates 


Germany Orders Further 
Cut in Civilian Vehicles 


WASHINGTON.—A decree of 
the Reich Minister of Trans- 
portation, reported by the U. S. 
department of commerce, orders 
a further reduction in the num- 
ber of civilian motor vehicles 
and motorcycles licensed for 
operation and directs the licens- 
ing authorities to investigate 
carefully the necessity for the 
continued use of all vehicles 
now in use. At present the num- 
ber of private passenger cars 
and motorcycles in circulation in 
Germany is reported to range 
from 10 to 15 percent of the 
peace-time total. 

Traffic officials have also been 
instructed to encourage the use 
of light cars in place of heavier 
vehicles. The new instructions 
further directs officials, in all 
cases where the car owner is 
the sole owner of a vehicle and 
where only a small amount of 
baggage is transported, to urge 
the motorist to use a motorcycle 
instead. Many motorcycles, now 
laid up, are said to be available 
for this purpose. 


No Basis as Yet 
For Stiff Output 
Cut, EP Declares 


NEW YORK.—Warning that “the 


TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — Automo-| Wreckage in the retail and distri- 
bile owners who this year bought |>uting set-ups will be irreparable 


$10 tags for cars, later classified in 
a heavier weight group, must pay 
the extra $5 before they can buy 
their 1942 licenses, according to 
Motor Vehicle Commissioner Henry 
Driggers. ; 

Prices of virtually all tags were 
raised $5 by the 1941 legislature, 
effective with the sale of 1942 
plates, but cars involved in the 
mixup still will require only $15 
plates next year. 


AM I THE MAN 
YOU’RE LOOKING FOR? 


I have had 20 years’ experience manufacturing 
and marketing automotive products direct to 
the industry as well as to the public through 
about a thousand automotive jobbing outlets all 


over the country. 


I have an extraordinarily wide personal ac- 
quaintance in the jobbing trade — friends I have 
made and kept during the years I was building 
my own company up to a position of leadership 
in a highly competitive field. 


Having recently disposed of my entire holdings 
in the company to a banking syndicate, I have 
a substantial amount of money that I am willing 
to invest in an organization with the right prod- 
uct, sound management and good possibilities. 


I am particularly interested in becoming the 
Detroit sales representative for a reputable 
manufacturer of molded rubber or plastic 


products. 


I am willing to listen to any reasonable offer — 
provided it entails both activity and opportunity 
—and can furnish the best of references. 


If this sounds interesting to you —or if there 
is any further information you desire, please 


address 


Box No. 275 


Automotive News 
2751 E. Jefferson Ave., Detroit, Mich. 


if the threatened 50 percent auto- 
mobile production curtailment is 
effected, Editor & Publisher, trade 
publication of the newspaper field, 
expressed the view editorially that 
“no facts have yet been produced 
to demonstrate the necessity of 
this drastic procedure, in automo- 
biles or in other commodities using 
metal that is required for arma- 
ments. 


“Reports that the government is 
going to force a 50 percent curtail- 
ment, or as President Roosevelt 
calls it “substitution,’ in the auto- 
motive industry’s production are 
ominous,” the publication asserted. 
“As we read the news dispatches, 
the decision seems to have been 
based more on a hunch than on 
scientific fact-finding, but its de- 
moralizing effect upon all com- 
merce is none the less for its lack 
of a firm base. The automotive 
business is one of the major fac- 
tors in national industrial produc- 
tion, and a diversion of 50 percent 
of its factory facilities to other than 
commercial lines will have pro- 
found and disastrous effects upon 
the whole business structure. 


“Unemployment in the manufac- 
turing centers will probably be 
temporary in the period of transi- 
tion from commercial to munitions 
manufacture, but the wreckage in 
the retail and distributing set-ups 
will be irreparable. In the view of 
Editor & Publisher, no facts have 
yet been produced to demonstrate 
the necessity of this drastic pro- 
cedure, in automobiles or in other 
commodities using metal that is 
required for armaments. If those 
facts are made public, and if they 
do demonstrate the need for such 
great sacrifices, there is no ques- 
tion that the American people will 
accept the situation. Up to now, 
however, they have been asked to 
accept a succession of contradic- 
tory stories, ranging from the old 
‘business as usual’ slogan to Mr. 
Roosevelt’s sleek hope that the 
transition from normal to arma- 
ments status would be ‘gradual.’” 


U. S. Rubber Offers 
New Type Innertube 


NEW YORK.—A puncture-sealing 
inner tube built on a new principle 
was announced last week by the 
United States Rubber Co. 


The tube, known as U. S. Master 


Seal, features an inner layer of , 


sticky rubber adhesive, built with 
honeycomb construction. When a 
nail or other foreign object enters 
this layer, the adhesive is said to 
seal around it, preventing the loss 
of air. When the nail is pulled out, 
the sealing compound closes up the 
hole permanently. 
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FIRST AIRPLANE ENGINE to be 


Ford airplane engine buildin 
engine built by 


was started recently by Edsel 
Pratt & Whitney and sent to the Ford Motor Co. to be used 


run in the test houses adjoining th 
Ford. It was ta 


in checking the accuracy of test panel instruments in the airplane engine test 


stands. Shown at the test house control 


anel are, left to right, C. E. Sorensen, 


Ford vice-president; Test Engineer Walter Hadley, and Ford, with his hand 


on the ignition switch. 





Credit Control Seen Best Way 
To Limit Non-Defense Buying 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—Without suggest- 
ing any specific form of control, 
the U. S. department of commerce, 
through its weekly bulletin “Do- 
mestic Commerce,” declares that 
installment buying offers “the most 
likely field for consumer credit 
restriction.” 

“Consumer credit,” the depart- 
ment asserts, “must be examined 
today as to what changes may 
be necessary to aid national de- 
fense. They may be _ voluntary 
changes or they may have to be 
enforced. To use a probably un- 
popular expression, we may have 
to resort to some form of ‘credit 
control.’ ” 

After reviewing various other 
types of consumer credit, the bulle- 
tin turned to installment accounts, 
which it noted now total some 
$3,500,000,000, as contrasted with 
$3,177,000,000 at the end of 1940; 
$2,532,000,000 for 1939, and $2,187,- 
000,000 for 1938. With payment 
periods of from 12 to 36 months, 
and sometimes with no down-pay- 
ment of any kind, it- was pointed 
out, from 55 to 60 percent of new 
cars are bouglt on installments; 
from 75 to 80 1.rcent of gas and 
electrical household uppliances and 
radios, and from 70 to 75 percent 
of furniture. 

Declaring “there are some good 
reasons why this installment credit 
should be reduced,” the depart- 
ment stated: 

“One reason is that we want to 
get our planes and guns out as 
fast as possible and to do so we 
need all the plant capacity that 
can be secured. Durable goods 
bought on installments are manu- 
factured in plants many of which 
could be serviceable for national 
defense. Some of the raw materials 
that go into the making of such 
goods are needed for armaments. 

“Another reason is that we do 
not want prices to spiral owing to 
a ‘hot demand,’ spurred by fear 
of scarcity on the one hand and 
the ease of borrowing on the other. 
Thus, our basic task now is meet- 
ing the demands for certain types 
of goods arising out of the enlarged 
flow of current income. Hence, 
expanding this demand by having 
consumers anticipate their future 
income through borrowing both 
magnifies and complicates the 
problem of controlling and stabiliz- 
ing prices. 

“Finally it would be against the 
long-range public interest for indi- 
viduals to find themselves ‘up to 
the neck’ in debt when the war is 
over. For that will be a time when 
in the shift from a war to a peace 
economy, ability to buy will be 
greatly in demand. 

“If we allowed both for repay- 
ment of all existing installment 
obligations and the avoidance of 
any fresh loans, the present $3,500,- 
000,000 indebtedness on installment 
accounts could be entirely liqui- 
dated in two years. If some of the 
money which might flow into such 
channels were put into government 
savings bonds, so much the better.” 

Recognizing that there can be no 


, change without hardship, the bulle- 


tin continued: 
“Changes always bring hardships 


in some quarters. If installment 
buying were radically curtailed and 
there were less demand for cars 
and refrigerators, some of the fac- 
tories themselves and some of their 
skilled men would undoubtedly 
find employment in national de- 
fense work. Not so with the re- 
leased facilities of the various 
financing institutions. 

“They would be confronted with 
a serious problem of so investing 
their available funds as to keep 
their organizations intact. It might 
entail a hard sacrifice. But national 
interest must be held paramount. 

“It is then in installment buying 
that the most likely field for con- 
sumer credit restriction is found, 
keeping in mind the general public 
interest. 

“To be sure, even if drastic re- 
strictions on installment buying 
were enforced these would not 
prove a complete answer to con- 
sumer spending at a _ time—the 
present—when saving is far more 
desirable than spending. But they 
may amount to a substantial con- 
tribution to the problem.” 


New Quarters 


ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — The 
Thomas Motor Co., Chrysler-Plymouth 
dealer, has moved to a new _ location 
here. The used car lot will remain 
at its present location. 
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AIR-CONDITIONED 
ROOMS 
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Single from $7...For two, from $10. 
Meeting-rooms and restaurants are 
also air-conditioned, 


No extra chorge far air-conditioning 


Park Ave., 49th to 50th St., New York 
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'NGINEERING + PRODUCTION - 


By A. H. Allen 


WHAT few 1941 models remain 
on dealers’ floors are the subjects 
of & considerable amount of “feel- 
ing” and “poking,” probably to see 





= grilles will drop off at the 
touch of a finger because they are 
no longer zinc die castings. To the 
ynpracticed eye it is difficult to 
detect any changes which have 
been made even in outward ap- 
pointments, but there actually have 


directly onto copper for exterior 
plated parts, and for the fact 
that decorative stainless steel 
does not contain any nickel. So 
that’s how it goes. 


Brighter Hues 
in Favor 


BLACK FINISHES on cars are 


usually more popular than any oth- 
ers in periods of hard times or low 
automobile production. The theory 
is that a black car will bring more 
money on a trade-in than will a 
brighter-hued vehicle since the 
former shows wear and tear to a 

r degree. Recent studies by 
Pontiac, however, show that for 
the first time in the company’s 
history, black has dropped below 
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PURCHASING 


2s 


first place in buyers’ preference. It 


is ow — to maroon. 

‘oss explanation is tha’ 
despite imminent curtailment pr 
Production, we are living in boom 


colors. Also, improvements in fin- 
ishes have brought more perma- 
nence and stability to the lighter 
colors. Fading is not so serious 
as it used to be, and colored 
finishes now will stick just about 
as well as black. 
















national defense! 


Quality tires give longer 
mileage, use less crude 


rubber per mile. 


Thus, the user of qual- 
ity tires is conserving 
both his own and his 


country’s resources. 
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Protect vital fuel systems of combat 
airplanes. 


ior qualities because of its resist- 
ance to corrosion both from brake 
fluid and from the weather. Brake 
manufacturers are hopeful of 
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Price Ceiling of 12 Cents 


(719 )—15 


Placed on Copper byOPACS 


WASHINGTON, — Ceiling price 


*|of 12 cents a pound on copper, the 


price at which the bulk of the do- 
mestic output has sold for nearly a 
year, and a schedule setting maxi- 
mum prices on copper scrap is be- 
ing issued by Office of Price Ad- 
ministration and Civilian Supply. 
In a simultaneous move to provide 


12 cents a pound to produce shall 
continue to flow into defense and 
civilian consuming channels, Price 
Administrator Henderson is recom- 
mending that the Metals Reserve 
Co., an agency of the Reconstruc- 
tion Finance Corp., purchase such 
high-cost copper at prices in excess 


ferent consumers at different 
prices. However, contracts between 
a refiner and a purchaser entered 
into before Aug. 5, 1941, at between 
12 and 12.5 cents a pound may be 
completed if the contract is not 
disturbed by allocations under the 
general preference order. 


To Reduce Engine Wear 


BUFFALO.—The life of automo- 
bile engines may be greatly ex- 
tended as the result of discovery of 
new petroleum compounds by the 
Alox Corp. of Niagara Falls which 
“fortify” an engine’s resistance to 


PHOTO BY U. 6, ARMY SIGNAL CORPS 


Speed demons are these members of the army’s 


swift, far-ranging motorcycle patrols, whose iron steeds are 
equipped with tough, long-wearing rubber tires. Modern ver- 
sion of old-time cavalry, these mechanized units with their 
tremendous speed and fire-power are capable of lightning raids 


over great distances. 


It's the knobs 







built into U. S. Rubber tires, 
developed originally for farm 
use in mud and snow, that make 
certain these mobile anti-air- 
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Pig Iron Is Placed 
Under Full Priority 


WASHINGTON. — Pig iron has 
tp n put under full priority con- 

ol by Office of Production Man- 
agement. The order is designed as 
& further step to make sure that 
Ton and steel products flow 
Promptly to defense channels. 


ae order states that producers 
ore required to set aside stipu- 
> quantities of pig iron each 
a in an emergency pool, for 
a allocation, and also pro- 
a that schedules of pig iron 
7 PMents to customers must be 
Pproved by the Priorities division. 
ney directing deliveries of pig) 
on, both from the emergency 
nt in accordance with the| 
- al priority ratings, the director 
n make sure that pig iron goes 

iron foundries and steel plants 
o other consumers, in quantities 
— to fulfill defense require- 


craft guns will go where 
they’re most needed, de- 
spite terrain or weather. 
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COMPANY 





UNITED STATES RUBBER 


6600 East Jefferson Avenue, Detroit, Mich. 
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United Front of Transportation Facilities Seen Vital 


Concerted Effort Imperative 
To Meet Demands of Defense 


gpecial to Automotive News 

PHILADELPHIA.—Stressing the 
yital importance of transportation 
to national defense and civilian 
welfare, Transportation Director | 
G. Lloyd Wilson of the Office of 
Price Administration and Civilian | 
Supply, in_ addressing the Traffic 
Club of Philadelphia here last 
week, declared that efficient use 
of transportation facilities can 
only be achieved through “intelli- 
gent cooperation on the part of 
shippers, carriers and the govern- 

ent.” 

The importance of transporta- 
tion in knitting this nation into a 
cohesive national unit and its in- 
dispensability in the efficient func- 
tioning of a modern peace - time 
economy are well known,” Wilson 
stated. “But this importance is en- 
hanced many fold in national de- 
fense preparations. Our vast in- 
dustrial machinery would be worth- 
less if it could not gather its raw 
materials from sources, many of 
which are thousands of miles 
away. Nor would its products be 
of any value were they not dis- 
tributed over the country and even 
the world, particularly those parts 
of the world where they are most 
needed to protect our national in- 
terests. It seems obvious that no 
amount of industrial plant can 
do the job before us if the trans- 
portation system does not function 
at top efficiency. National defense 
is everybody’s responsibility. 

“To say that the nation looks to 
the transport industries to ‘deliver 
the goods’ is trite; but now, as 
never before, prompt concerted ef- 
fort is imperative. There must be 
no alibis, no excuses, no shortages 
or delays. 

“In order to meet the demands 
made upon us, transportation must 
mobilize itself in order to carry 
the maximum volume of traffic at 
the lowest rates consistent with 
adequate service, fair wages and 
good working conditions, and a 
reasonable development of trans- 
port facilities for the future. 

“In the last 20 years, giant 
strides have been taken in improv- 
ing the efficiency of transporta- 
tion equipment and organization. 
Carriers are also making every 
effort to expand facilities and im- 
prove services. But this is by it- 
self not enough. Intelligent co- 
operation on the part of shippers, 
carriers and the government will 
result in the movement of more 
freight per vehicle-mile and will 
act to prevent increases in the 
cost of transportation. 

“Much has been accomplished in 
shipper-carrier cooperation through 
organizations such as the Assn. of 
American Railroads, Shippers’ Ad- 


Tests Underway 
On New Ford 
Aircraft Engine 


DEARBORN.— Ford Motor Co. 
revealed last week that the 12- 
cylinder liquid-cooled aircraft en- 
gine, that the company has been 
experimenting with in the past 
year, is now completed and is in 
the final testing stage here. ; 

When the tests are completed, it 
is expected that the engine will de- 
iver a maximum output of 1,800 
horsepower for take-off and 1,500 
horsepower at 33,000 feet above sea 
level, where much of today’s war- 
fare is conducted. If the tests live 
up to expectations this would be 
the most powerful liquid-cooled 
engine in the United States. , 

The big features of the engine 
would be the elimination of a large 
number of parts, characteristic of 
aircraft engines, and _ its adapt- 
ability to mass production with 
machines and tools already in 
Service at the Ford Rouge plant. 

The pioneering work on the 
Ford engine, from its beginning 
Over a year ago up to the present 
time, is said to have been under- 
taken by the Ford company with- 
out any Army or Navy commit- 
ments. What steps the government 
will take now depend largely upon 
the outcome of the present testing 
Stage. 


visory Boards, Traffic Clubs and 
the National Industrial Traffic 
League, and other organizations. 
This work must be continued, ex- 
panded and integrated. Coopera- 
tion with the government is pro- 
gressing through the various com- 
mittees and organizations which 
include representatives of govern- 
ment agencies and the different 
carriers. Governmental conference 
and advisory committees for many 
phases of transportation are func- 
tioning to safeguard the public in- 
terest. The associations represent- 
ing particular types of carriers are 
doing much to organize their in- 
dustries so they may perform their 
services most efficiently. It’s the 
old story and just as true as ever 
—our great strength will be in co- 
operative effort with equitable dis- 
tribution of both the gains and 
sacrifices.” 


whic 


of one of the units in Britain. 


Cuban Imports Up 


figures show. 








DAVID A. WALLACE, president, and Charles L. Jacobson 
charge of sales, Chrysler Sales division, standing beside the Re 
was presented by the members of i 
and Duchess of Windsor during the club’s cruise to the West Indies. The 
Duke and Duchess turned the car over to the American Red Cross for use 


MILWAUKEE. — J. W. Blackmore, 
formerl 
Co.’s Kankakee, Ill 
ee eee ene ue 
ping ‘ae’ tae succeeding L. ° er- ing pro ducts of this 
the central district. 


WASHINGTON. — Cuban imports of 
automobiles in June totaled 227 units, 
all from the United States, as compared 
with 145 units in May and 108 in June, 
1940, U. S. department of commerce 


Munitions Plant 
To Be Operated 
By U. S. Rubber 


NEW YORK.—F. B. Davis jr., 
president of United States Rubber 
Co., last week announced that 
upon invitation of the war de- 
partment the company will manu- 
facture munitions. 

His announcement followed re- 
ceipt of a contract from the ord- 
nance department for the design- 
ing, engineering, construction and 
operation of a $31,000,000 small 
arms ammunition plant at Des 
Moines, Ia. 

“Making munitions will be a new 
activity for our company,” Davis 
said. “For nearly 100 years we 
have devoted all our energies to 
making products that contribute to 
comfort, convenience, health and a 
better way of living of the people 
of the International Harvester |Of the United States, ar* of many 
branch, has been/other parts of the world. We 
local motor/ would prefer to continue produc- 
kind ex- 


vice-president in 
Cross car 
the Chrysler 100 Club to the Duke 


Blackmore Named 


been made manager of ~ 
clusively. 





"Fes instant your message to a dis- 
tant plant or office leaves your teletype- 
writer, it arrives—a few miles or a few 
thousand away — exactly as sent, and in 
typewritten form. 

Bell System Teletypewriter Service 
erases time and distance. Forestalls 
trouble, too . . . queries or confirmation 


speed back to you just as quickly .. . all 


details may be settled in speedy, two-way 
typewritten communication between your 
office and one or more others. 

Your business is changing, year by 
year. Have your communications kept 
pace? Why not go over them with a Bell 
System teletype representative? Call the 
local telephone office and arrange a 


consultation. 
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Employment Rise |New Commercial Car Registrations, Six Months Total, 41-49) 


tive Listings Inc., ee n, 
In Retail Outlets Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold and New Jersey figures by Automotive 8 on, N. J, 
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; SIX MONTHS 
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USED CARS—SERVICE 





Used Car Problems Found Self-Imposed by Dealers 


Low Caliber Sales Personnel, |s.u4. 





Cheap Reconditioning Cited 


Eprror’s Note: In the mails last 
week came the following story 
from one of Automotive News 
subscribers, R. D. Hughes jr., 
used car manager of University 
Motors, Inc., Dodge - Plymouth 
dealer in Durham, N. C. His diag- 
nosis of what makes used car a 
problem contained so many good 
points Automotive News editors 
herewith pass it on for whatever 
it may be worth. 


DURHAM, N. C.—There is no 
“used car problem,” except that 
which is self-imposed by the auto- 
mobile dealers. 

Used cars have always been 
looked upon by dealers as the 
“illegitimate offspring” of the auto- 
mobile business, and have been 
treated as such; therefore it nat- 
urally follows that they have been 
made the “problem child” of the 
industry. All automobile dealers 
say that used cars are the most 
important part of their business, 
which statement is generally con- 
ceded to be true. Yet, the same 
dealers who make that statement, 
put all their effort in the statement 


Truck Group 
Seeks Authority 
To Issue Stock 


NEW YORK. — Authority to 
acquire stock control of eight 
eastern motor carriers and issue 
stock of a par value of $6,700,000 
is sought by Associated Transport, 
Inc., of this city, in a formal 
application filed recently with the 
Interstate Commerce Commission. 

Service through 19 eastern states 
from New England to Louisiana 
would be provided through the pro- 
posed consolidation of the eight 
carriers, who own or lease a total 
of 3,320 trucks, tractors and semi- 
trailers and with their affiliated 
companies, have combined assets 
totaling $9,766,306. 

The merger plan, for which ICC 
approval is now sought, was an- 
nounced previously by H. D. 
Horton, president of Horton Motor 
Lines and chairman of the new 
corporation’s board of directors. 
Originally, seven carriers were in- 
volved but the formal applications 
showed Arrow Carrier Corp. had 
been added since the first an- 
nouncement. 

Preposed is the acquisition of 
stock control of the eight carriers 
in the name of Associated Trans- 
port and consolidation of all the 
operations into the top company 
within one year from the date on 
which it acquires stock control of 
the individual companies. 





—they do not give the used car 
its proper place in the business. 


The reason is that most dealers 
anticipate their new car profit at 
the time it is delivered, and they 
overlook the fact that the new car 
profit is charged to the used car, 
and is not realized until that used 
car transaction is completely 
washed out. Also, in addition to 
new car profit, a reconditioning 
expense is charged to the used 
car, a salesman’s commission, a 
certain proportion of general ex- 
pense, and other items too numer- 
ous to mention. In other words, 
used cars are bought at market 
price (or more), they are recondi- 
tioned, and sold; generally for less 
than market price; still, the dealer 
expects his used car department 
to make a profit when none is 
possible. 


In the matter of reconditioning, 
the average dealer hires cheap 
mechanics, whom he would not let 
work on a customer’s car, yet he 
considers them good enough for his 
so-called “most important cus- 
tomer.” In many instances cheap 
replacement parts and tires are 
used, simply because they’re 
“cheap.” Then after such a recon- 
ditioning job, the dealer gives the 
used car buyer a gorgeous guaran- 
tee, that is not worth the paper it 
is written en—as far as the cus- 
tomer is concerned. 

Everyday, the average dealer 
loans his best used cars to shop 
customers while their cars are be- 
ing repaired—and he fails to real- 
ize that when that used car comes 
back, it costs an average of $5 
to put it back in the condition it 
was. However, that is no skin off 
the repair department’s back, as 
it makes its profit—too often at 
the expense of the used car—and 
they’ve supposedly kept the good- 
will of that customer. 

Most any man can get a job 
selling used cars, and herein is 
another big mistake most dealers 
make. An unscrupulous, low cali- 
bre salesman will tell a prospect 
anything to get his name on the 
dotted line—will make promises no 
dealer would live up to. The dealer, 
knowing all this, still puts up with 
such men, and at the same time, 
tells the world through the news- 
papers and radio that his estab- 
lishment is unquestionable, that he 
is reliable, dependable, etc. 

Until the automobile dealers cor- 
rect these things mentioned herein 
—there will always be a “used car 
problem.” Yet by using plain every- 
day common sense, and being hon- 
est with himself, any and every 
automobile dealer will positively 
eliminate any problem relating to 
used cars. 


E STRONGLY recommend to every reader 


that they accept 


the FREE offer of the 


Saturday Evening Post to send window-size 
blow-ups in four colors of the double-page 
spread in this issue entitled: 


“Nobody With Dirty Hands Gets Rich!”’ 


Ask for a sufficient number to post in your 
display-windows, sales room, service depart- 
ment and stock-room. 


This is a splendid answer to the Reader’s 
Digest attack which called most automobile 
servicemen “gyps” and a very generous offer 
to readers of AUTOMOTIVE NEWS on the part 
of the Saturday Evening Post. Please clip the 
coupon on Page 13, and mail TODAY! 


Publisher 
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COMPLETE APPROVAL is the order of the 


office and branch executives check over 


ence held in the South Bend territory. 
assistant to the vice-president; D. 0. 
5 E. Perkey, 
Elliott, vice-president in charge of sales; E. C. 
Fletcher, sales manager, and S. 


left to right, M. S. Brooks, 
general service manager; R. 


and accessories division; C. S. 
South Bend regional manager. 





baker Service Meetings . - - 





day as these Studebaker home 
the initial Service Management Confer- 
Identified with the first meeting are, 

. wen 
sales promotion department; KK. 5B. 
Mendler, manager of the parts 
B. Cochrane, 





A SIMILAR service meeting was held in Detroit last week for Studebaker 
distributors and dealers in southern Michigan. Those directing the meetin 


were, left to right, E. W. Dalton, special representative; Harry Dwyer, 
district sales manager; . 
“Pat” O’Dea, Detroit Studebaker distributor; 


service manager; Clayton Lewis, 
regional manager; J. M. 
Frier, district sales manager. 


regiona 
B bechrane, 
J. M. 


Ss. 


Novel Ad Campaign Shows 
Results in Used Car Sales 


Special to Automotive News 

DENVER —The James Motor 
Co. here, Dodge-Plymouth dealer- 
ship, has been speeding the sale of 
used cars by carrying on an out- 
of-the-ordinary newspaper adver- 
tising campaign. These ads, accord- 
ing to Leonard James, head of the 
firm, have attracted attention and 
brought in customers. 

The ads, two columns wide by 


Walter Bamford, 
Dodge Official, 
Dies Suddenly 


DETROIT.—Walter R. Bamford, 
service director of the Dodge di- 
vision of Chrysler Corp., died sud- 
denly last week 
of a heart attack 
at his summer 
cottage near 
Brighton, Mich. 

Mr. Bamford, 
who was born 56 
years ago in De- 
troit, spent most 
of his business 
life in the auto- 
mobile industry, 
being associated i 
with Olds, Chal- wW.R. Bamford 
mers, Hupp, Max- 
well and Fulton Truck. His con- 
nection with Dodge dated from 
1925. He leaves his wife, Eva; two 
brothers, Fred G., of Grosse Pointe, 
and Lawrence T., of Oak Park, II. 
and three sisters, Mrs. J. W. Seens, 
of Detroit; Mrs. Latimer Ballou, of 
Woonsocket, R. I., and Mrs. Alex 
Peddie, of Windsor. 

* * * 


John Beare 
MARKHAM, Ont.—John Beare, 87, 
who, with his brother Thomas, estab- 
lished the first automobile dealership 
here, died at his home last week. 


John C. Haartz 

CAMPTON, N. H.—John Carl Haartz, 
60, president of the Haartz Auto Fabric 
Co. and the Haartz-Mason-Grower Co. 
of Watertown, Mass., died here Aug. 
1 of heart attack at his summer home. 
Mr. Haartz, who was credited with 
having introduced mohair top material 
for automobiles in 1907, supplied auto- 
mobile fabrics through his companies 
to many leading automotive producers. 


Joseph L. Daly 

NEW YORK.—Joseph L. Daly, 59, 
Chevrolet dealer in Flushing, Queens, 
died Aug. 6 in the Manhattan Eye and 
Ear hospital, where he underwent a 
throat operation last month. Surviving 
are his wife, five daughters, a son, a 
sister and two brothers. 





from two to four inches deep, ap- 
pear each day, but no two are 
worded alike. Then, too, they do 
not consist of a list of used cars 
and their prices. They extend a 
message to prospective used car 
buyers that focus interest and cre- 
ate a desire to inspect the James 
Motor Co.’s stock of used cars. 
For. example, one ad was entitled, 
“A Baker’s Dozen,” and read: 

“A dealer proud of his wares 
doesn’t hesitate to give extra good 
measure on a trade. Extra measure 
means extra satisfaction for the 
customer—and a satisfied customer 
sends his friends to the goed deal- 
er. That’s why James Motor Co. 
enjoys giving you extra courtesy, 
extra service, when you stop here.” 

Still another advertisement in 
the series said: “Blunders in an 
age when efficiency is being 
stressed and man’s inventive genius 
is producing every conceivable 
comfort, luxury and advantage— 
it is amazing how little efficiency 
is displayed by most used car buy- 
ers. You allow a low price on a late 
model car to influence you when 
the car is really a ‘junker.’ You 
fail to look up the reputation of 
the dealer, whose word is your only 
real _Suarantee that the car you 
buy is fairly sold and reconditioned. 
We invite your inspection of our 
cars and our reputation.” 

This continual hammering away 
on the subject of satisfaction in 
used car transactions is bound to 
bring results and when it is backed 
by the firm’s slogan, “We will be 
here tomorrow to back up what 
we say and do today,” builds satis- 
fied customers that pass the word 
along to friends, James said. 


Cutting Tool Makers 


Given Priority Rati 

1 
WASHINGTON. — To fom = 
adequate supply of cutting tools 
Office of Production Management 
has issued a limited blanket pref- 
erence rating to approximately 100 
cutting tool manufacturers, Those 
granted the use of the order may 
apply a rating of A-l-a to de- 

liveries from their suppliers. 

Provisions are made so that the 
suppliers may, in accordance with 
the terms of the order, extend the 
rating to their own suppliers. The 
A-l-a_ preference rating, however 
— bn — ee manufacturers 

r the producti i 
— Ss oa ion of specified 








Tank and Bomber 
Production in U.S, 
Starts Upswing 


WASHINGTON.—Defense of. 
ficials reported last week that pro. 
duction of bombers had increaseq 
45 percent in the last six months 
that the output of light tanks was 
up 1,260 percent and that medium 
tank production had increased 237 
percent. 

No figures on exact production 
were made public, since the Arm 
and Navy regard these as within 
the realm of military secrets, but 
the Office of Production Manage. 
ment made available this report of 
production increases in the second 
quarter, April, May and June, as 
compared with the first three 
months of 1941. (Figures show per. 
centage of increase): 

Machine guns, 69; light tanks, 
1,260; medium tanks, 237; smoke- 
less powder, 126; TNT, 48; bomb- 
ers, 45; trainers, 40. 

Passing the 1,500,000 mark re. 
cently for the first time since the 
period following the World War, 
the strength of the Army was esti- 
mated today as_ 1,531,800 officers 
and men. 


Fisher Body Gets 
High Navy Award 


DETROIT.— The United States 
Navy’s cherished “E” award for 
excellence now flies from the staff 
of the Fisher Body Die and Ma- 
chine Unit here. The “E” pennant 
—the highest service award in the 
Navy—was presented to the Fisher 
plant for its excellence and ahead- 
of-schedule production of naval 
ordnance. The Fisher plant was the 
first in the automotive industry to 
receive the coveted award. 

Rear Admiral Wat T. Cluverius 
presented the “E” pennant to E. F. 
Fisher, vice - president of General 
Motors and general manager of its 
Fisher Body division, in a colorful 
ceremony at the plant. In making 
the presentation Admiral Cluverius 
said the Fisher Die and Machine 
Unit was the “finest naval ma- 
chine shop” he had ever seen. 

High ranking officers of the 
ninth naval district, executives of 
General Motors and the plant's 
1,500 employes witnessed the pre- 
sentation and the flag raising. 


“NO DISCRIMINATION against auto- 
mobile industry!’’ — wire your 
Congressman. 


The KKKK KS 


BELLEVUE, one of the few 
famous Hotels in AMERICA 


...becc me famous through 
its unsurpassed facilities, 
its superb food, the un- 
varying gra:iousness of 
its service an J its vigilant 
management. And you will 
also cppreciate its rea- 
soroble rates. 


BELLEVUE-STRATFORD 


PHILADELPHIA 


CLAUDE H. BENNETT @ 
General Manager 


KKK KKK! 


AIR-CONDITIONED RESTAURANTS re : 


WANT ADS 


Ten cents word per inser- 
tion. Twenty-five cents per word 
for three insertions. 
WANT AD DEPARTMENT 
AuTomotivs Nsws, Dsteoit 


—————— 













COLLECTION METHOD 
AUTOMOTIVE COLLECTION 
TEM—Complete—(4) Notices, (3) 
Final Forms. Samples, literatu: 
and testimonials sent FREE 
Guaranteed. W: \ es 
Mercantile Forms Compsty}: 
11 Avon 8t., Providence, R-. 
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Actual top and bottom prices on 1940, 1939, 1938 and 
mn used cars as advertised in local newspapers. 
gEDAN prices only used in this comparison. News- 


papers used: Boston—Globe; New York—Times, Journal 


American, 


Philadelphia — Bulletin; Cleveland — Plain 


































ADVERTISED 
Used Car Selling Prices 


For Week Ending July 27 
(Copyright 1941—Automotive News) 











Detroit—News; 
—Herald-American; Dallas—News; Birmingham—Post; 
Kansas City—Star; Minneapolis—Star-Journal; Denver 


Dealer; Indianapolis—Times; Chicago 


— Post; Los Angeles—Examiner; San Francisco — 


Chronicle. 





























: Boston New York Phila. Clev’d Ind’ polis Detroit Chicago Birm’ham Kan. City Minn’polis Dallas Denver Los Ang. San Fran. Natl. Avg. 
Balok Series 40 = aa al 795-750 | 775 | 775- 749 | 695- 595| 789- 585| 875- m8 7165 | 865 | 895 | 825- 775| 845- 795| 975- 925| 824- 740° 
sada sau ss moot : | 595- 545 | GAS- 485| 005- 445| 695 | 505- 495| 605 | 595 | 625- 605| 650- 625| 725- 695| 616- 504 
a - 445 | 495- 395| 469- 425| 465- $10| 465- 325 475- 395| 445 | 495- 415| 535- 515| 585- 495 | 5O1- 421° 
] |_395- 875] 445- 395| 425- 349| 335- 230 | ib 235 | 395- 315| 359 | 345 445- 345| 465- 349| 478 1, 402- 332 
| | 
| 995 | 975 
| 
| 
Chevrolet Master “40 595 |_565- 589| 595 645 | (B45 656- 499| 665- 595| 675- 575| 649- 489| 675- 590| 745- 624 655- 559 
"80 525- 445 | 469- 395| 525- 475| 565- 425| 495- $45| 495- 425] 495 | 505- 465| 545- 449| 535- 475| 545- 465| | 505- 566| 582- 448 
"38]__ 395-285 | 2% | | 395- 375| 425- 275| $95- $45| 395 445- 875 | 450- 395 | - 485- 5-4 = 365 
*87]_-325- 245 | | 325- 295 | 345 | 365- 245| 259- 179| 345- 245] $45- 325| 375- 269| $29- 295| 265 | $85- 295| 895- 277| 498- $95| 350- 275 
Chevrolet Deluxe "40] 645-575 | 625- 505| 495 |_645- 625| 675- 595| 505- 535| 645- 535| 695- 635| 695- 625| 625 | 699- 685| 745- 625| 769- 515 658- 590 
89] 497- 495| 519- 475] 475- 385| 520- 495| 545- 495| 495- 395| 495- 475| 5: a8 525- 495| 565- = a8 ss 519- 486| 499 | 575- 535| 505- 495 a 575 cs 483 
"38 | | $65- $25 | | 445- 365 | | 375 T =< * ] int $30| 445 495- 395 - 362 
eo) EG | $15- 275| 265- 225 5 275- 189| 335- a $45 295 aT 259 
Onrysler Royal 40] 845-775 | |_785- 715 | 795- 595 | | 725 | 695- 625| 845- 695 | 7 875 _ | Le Lo | we. 681 
569- 445| 485 we 465 585- 525 - 507 
"38 eS 
oe 245 
De Soto 40] 725- 675| 645 | 635 | 695- - 675 595 ~ 155- 575 | 785- me = 675 | 775 825 716- 663 
"39] 595 |_535- 325| 550 | 545- 445 489- 399 550- 495| 645- 545| 595 595 595 a es 586- 450 
"88] 465-395 | | 345 399- 395 | 385 395- 345 349 426- 357 
"B7] 345-225) 248- 235] 325- 225| 375- 345) 295- 245| 295 $29- 195 Se a $30- 261 
Dodge 40] 755- 575| 695- 675| 645- 585| 745- 695| 745- 695| 645- 580| 697- 579| 825- 645: 745- 695| 745- 735| 665- 645| 725- 669| 795- 595| 845 134- 643 
*80] 565- 485| 625- $25] 510- 475| 575- 495| 695- 499| 495- 427| 565- 445| 585- 495| 545- 535| 665- 489| 525- 495| 509- 575| 505- 549 580- 484 
*88] 435-395 | 450- $25| 425- 375| 445- 395| 445- 425| 395- $45| 395- 295 a) 450- 395| 415- 375{ S99- 345| 495 499- 479 442- 382 
*87) 375- 295| 375- 245| $35- 275| 385- 275| 345- $25| 345- 195| $25- 285| 445 385- 167| 326 395- 288| 399- 295| 495- 425| 376- 278 
Ford V-8 “85” 40] 595- 489| 519 |_575- 485 | 559- 475| 635- 475| 500- 465| 575- 445| 595- oe 645- 545| 569- 498 | | 509- 505| 595 572- 499 
"89] 465- 395 | ! 425- $50|—=—«|«495- 885| 440- 345 | 435- 865| 525- 395] 465 | _545- 479| 535- 395| 495 399 475- 390 
) Ee l | $45 __—*|-‘875- $25| 235 _—s«|_—«S85- 265| 345 875- $24| 445- 399 475 878- 326 
87) 295- 145 275- 125| 245- 125| 335- 225| 235- 145| 245- 125| 325- 175| $25- 265| 325- a 295- 285| 3$45- 225| 285- 235| 395- $25| 302- 201 
Ford V-8 Deluxe 639- 625| 595- 495| 599- 485| 595- 525| 695- 645| 595- 
"30] 195-395 | 435- 375| 449- 425| 525- 395| 445- 425| 479- 365| 595- 495] 519- 475| 495 





pean teats "38] 425-295 | 875- 369| $95- 845| 425- $45| 315-285] § 





— 





| 395- $45 | 419- 359 





| asia 
i 275-195 fl | $25- 245| 295- 265| 225- 165| 186 = $45- 275 | | $29- 285 365- $45| S48- 244 | 209-' 252 
l | 639- 495 | |_ 565 645- 550| | 
fl 445- 415| — 575-435 cs 
| 875- 275| l | 866 465- 265| 875 l 
| 205- 245| 245- 170| 269- 125| $65- 275| $25- 295| 289 $25- 295| 295- 275| 208- 282 








100s || 1005-049 | 078- ool 


Lincoln-Zephyr 401 895 990- 895| 945- 875| 895 875- 845 | 995 
*99) 645- 469| 665- 575| 665- 595| 659 595- 575 | 575 | on 497| 695 595 657- 587 
*$8) 499 | 650- $99| 475- 395| 495 | 499- 395| 495 | 475 399 | ss - 485] 595 509- 418 
*$7)450- 265| $45-227| 245 ~—'| | 395- 365 | oT i 395- 185 | 395- 265 | 295 895 | 899- 295| 465 | 366- 267 





















Olds Six 









465| 575- 495| 595- 495] 469- a 565- 475 
& 485- 465 | ‘ 445 _—s|_499- 445| 319 445- 445-875 | 






| 781- 686 
| 518- 518 
|_414- $25, 
| 310- 245 












| 445 446- 398| 335 ae 525- 485| 595- 525| 460- 438 








| $45- 295| 895- 295| 875- 205| 295- 260| 365- 285| 375 | 450- $25 | | 825- 275| $49- 299| s99- 269| 495 | 872- 204 
| 725- 695| 795- 595| 795- 699| 599 | 699- 685| 795- = = . | 195- 675 142- 677 
| 625 | 645- 545| 599- 595 | [5 7185 609- 551 
445 | 695 395 | 895- $45 | 1a a 395 CAB 501- 400 
| 875- 275| | 250 | $45- 285 | ad 485- $35 | 395- $85| 465- 889 | | 878- 826 
Siena "401 675- 575| 595- 500| 595- 525| 645- 595| 495 l | 645- 485| 665- 575 635- 558 
759] _525- 445| 545- $45| 405- 425| 525- 445 | 399- $95| 495- 865| 525- 445| 645- 475| 495- 425| 490- 425| 405- 445| 525 | 505- 421 
38) 455- 397| 809- 245| 395- pee) 495- 445| 375 | $85- 315 |_475- $95| $09- 356| $88- 275 | 495- 445 | 426- 854 
Si] 345- 295| $25- 145| 295- 256| $75- 295 | 295 | 280- 195| 295- 195| $95- 295| $45- 195| $49- 295| 265- 285| 845- 295| 898- 205| 425- $05| $88- 260 
Plymouth Del 650- 485| 695- 525| 685- 595| 549- 425| 595- 545| 645 665- 595| 675- 625| 599- 510| 695- 645| 745- 679| 775 659- 568 
* = 799) 545-495 | | 495- 895| 545- 485| 565- 445| 475- 879| 495- $85| 495 ~_B75- 524 | 620 | 415- $95| 505- 495| 605- 475| 645- 585| 585- 460 
g3] 445- S75| 205 | 995- 345] 445- 365| 425- 399 395-345 | | 465- 895| 895- 350| 875 l 465- $95 | 545 422- $71 
SI 335-295 | | $25- 295| S67- 245| 845- 295| 265- 199| 295- 225| 345 | $75- $25| $85- 285| | 395 | 895- 205|.465- 485| S58- 289 





Pontiac Six | 625- 495 | 595- 575| 479- 435 


l 495 | 399- 895 


| 365 | $95- 375| 227- 219 





| 325 


595- 495| 665- =. 595 “ee 475 
ion 40 | | 645 | 
Studebaker Champlo' 501-125-4001 | 499 


| | 745- a 
Studebaker Commander °40§ 745-675) 547 | 
$94 575- 445| 525 | 585- 510| 545 | 549- 545 | 
*38] $95- 365 | | 425- 395 | | 445- $29 | 





Will 395- 395| 545- 450| 444 l 
40] | 495 | | 

LQ meee eee ee 

*s9] fl |_ 335 | | | | | | | | | |_ 395 | | 365- 365 

"s] l | 285 | | | | 195 | | 225- 199 | | | ] | | 285- 199 

————1_ 175-150] 197-95] 150 | 149-185) 145- 100 | 165 | 225- 195| 279-145 245 180- 165 198. 141 


Used Car Selling Prices, as advertised in 


This is the first time anyw 


Used Car prices in Pittsburgh, Cjgcinnati, St. Louis, Atlanta, Houston, Oklahoma 
sed Ca 


















7145- 725| 665 645 | 684- 670 

;|_595- 465 | : _ 505- 565| 549 | 645- 468| 495 | 505- 495 | | 557- 499 
§| 425- 875| 445 | 495- 469 | | 425- 875| 465- 895| 895 488- 510 
| $45- 195| 375 | 445- 350| 885- $25| 825 | 865 | 415- 01 478- 410| 368- 808 
| 595 | 650 | a 528 | 585 | l | 648- 560, 

ne | 495 poeeres ! 549 | | 492- 400 

645 l | 695- 685 | : l | 795 | 695- 683 
| 445- 415| 545 | 625- 495 | l Nl : 650- 585| 645 | 568- 499 
l | 445 | 450- 345| | l l | 482- 358 
325 844- 291 






National Average, All Makes, July 27—$527-$460 
National Average, All Makes, July 20—$523-$417 


the classified section of metropolitan newspapers nationally, are compiled exclusively by Automotive News as a copyrighted feature. 
here that bona-fide top and bottom prices have been compiled from published figures to establish the trend of the market and the resulting national 
index. Where no prices are quoted, no car of make and model was offered during the period covered. 


City and Seattle appeared on this page last week and will be published again next week. 
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Low Caliber Sales Personnel, |stude 
Cheap Reconditioning Cited 


Eprror’s Note: In the mails last 
week came the following story 
from one of Automotive News 
subscribers, R. D. Hughes jr., 
used car manager of University 
Motors, Inc., Dodge - Plymouth 
dealer in Durham, N. C. His diag- 
nosis of what makes used car a 
problem contained so many good 
points Automotive News editors 
herewith pass it on for whatever 
it may be worth. 


DURHAM, N. C.—There is no 
“used car problem,” except that 
which is self-imposed by the auto- 
mobile dealers. 

Used cars have always been 
looked upon by dealers as the 
“illegitimate offspring” of the auto- 
mobile business, and have been 
treated as such; therefore it nat- 
urally follows that they have been 
made the “problem child” of the 
industry. All automobile dealers 
say that used cars are the most 
important part of their business, 
which statement is generally con- 
ceded to be true. Yet, the same 
dealers who make that statement, 
put all their effort in the statement 
mieten chee iia 


Truck Group 
Seeks Authority 
To Issue Stock 


NEW YORK. — Authority to 
acquire stock control of eight 
eastern motor carriers and issue 
stock of a par value of $6,700,000 
is sought by Associated Transport, 
Inc., of this city, in a formal 
application filed recently with the 
Interstate Commerce Commission. 

Service through 19 eastern states 
from New England to Louisiana 
would be provided through the pro- 
posed consolidation of the eight 
carriers, who own or lease a total 
of 3,320 trucks, tractors and semi- 
trailers and with their affiliated 
companies, have combined assets 
totaling $9,766,306. 

The merger plan, for which ICC 
approval is now sought, was an- 
nounced previously by H. D. 
Horton, president of Horton Motor 
Lines and chairman of the new 
corporation’s board of directors. 
Originally, seven carriers were in- 
volved but the formal applications 
showed Arrow Carrier Corp. had 
been added since the first an- 
nouncement. 

Preposed is the acquisition of 
stock control of the eight carriers 
in the name of Associated Trans- 
port and consolidation of all the 
operations into the top company 
within one year from the date on 
which it acquires stock control of 
the individual companies. 
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—they do not give the used car 
its proper place in the business. 


The reason is that most dealers 
anticipate their new car profit at 
the time it is delivered, and they 
overlook the fact that the new car 
profit is charged to the used car, 
and is not realized until that used 
car transaction is completely 
washed out. Also, in addition to 
new car profit, a reconditioning 
expense is charged to the used 
car, a salesman’s commission, a 
certain proportion of general ex- 
pense, and other items too numer- 
ous to mention. In other words, 
used cars are bought at market 
price (or more), they are recondi- 
tioned, and sold; generally for less 
than market price; still, the dealer 
expects his used car department 
to make a profit when none is 
possible. 


In the matter of reconditioning, 
the average dealer hires cheap 
mechanics, whom he would not let 
work on a customer’s car, yet he 
considers them good enough for his 
so-called “most important cus- 
tomer.” In many instances cheap 
replacement parts and tires are 
used, simply because they’re 
“cheap.” Then after such a recon- 
ditioning job, the dealer gives the 
used car buyer a gorgeous guaran- 
tee, that is not worth the paper it 
is written en—as far as the cus- 
tomer is concerned. 

Everyday, the average dealer 
loans his best used cars to shop 
customers while their cars are be- 
ing repaired—and he fails to real- 
ize that when that used car comes 
back, it costs an average of $5 
to put it back in the condition it 
was. However, that is no skin off 
the repair department’s back, as 
it makes its profit—too often at 
the expense of the used car—and 
they’ve supposedly kept the good- 
will of that customer. 

Most any man can get a job 
selling used cars, and herein is 
another big mistake most dealers 
make. An unscrupulous, low cali- 
bre salesman will tell a prospect 
anything to get his name on the 
dotted line—will make promises no 
dealer would live up to. The dealer, 
knowing all this, still puts up with 
such men, and at the same time, 
tells the world through the news- 
papers and radio that his estab- 
lishment is unquestionable, that he 
is reliable, dependable, etc. 

Until the automobile dealers cor- 
rect these things mentioned herein 
—there will always be a “used car 
problem.” Yet by using plain every- 
day common sense, and being hon- 
est with himself, any and every 
automobile dealer will positively 
eliminate any problem relating to 
used cars. 


E STRONGLY recommend to every reader 


that they accept 


the FREE offer of the 


Saturday Evening Post to send window-size 
blow-ups in four colors of the double-page 
spread in this issue entitled: 


“Nobody With Dirty 


Hands Gets Rich!’’ 


Ask for a sufficient number to post in your 
display-windows, sales room, service depart- 
ment and stock-room. 


This is a splendid answer to the Reader’s 
Digest attack which called most automobile 
servicemen “gyps” and a very generous offer 
to readers of AUTOMOTIVE NEws on the part 
of the Saturday Evening Post. Please clip the 
coupon on Page 13, and mail TODAY! 


Publisher 
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baker Service Meetings . . - 


COMPLETE APPROVAL is the order of the day 
office and branch executives check over the initial Service Managem 


= 









as these Studebaker home 
ent Confer- 


ence held in the South Bend territory. Identified with the first meeting are, 


left to right, M. S. Brooks, 


general service manager; R. E. Perkey, 
resident in charge of sales; E. C. Mendler, ee 
Fletcher, sales manager, and S. 


Elliott, vice- 
and accessories division; C. S. 
South Bend regional manager. 


assistant to the vice-president; D. 0. 


, Ison, 
i department; . 
sales promotion dep yo 
B. Cochrane, 





A SIMILAR service meeting was held in Detroit last week for Studebaker 
distributors and dealers in southern Michigan. Those directing the meetin 


were, left 


service manager; Clayton Lewis, 


Frier, district sales manager. 


to right, E. W. Dalton, special representative; Harry ware, re 
district sales manager; . Coe 
regional manager; J. M. “Pat”? O’Dea, Detroit Studebaker distributor; J. 


iona 
rane, 
M. 


Novel Ad Campaign Shows 
Results in Used Car Sales 


Special to Automotive News 

DENVER.—\The James Motor 
Co. here, Dodge-Plymouth dealer- 
ship, has been speeding the sale of 
used cars by carrying on an out- 
of-the-ordinary newspaper adver- 
tising campaign. These ads, accord- 
ing to Leonard James, head of the 
firm, have attracted attention and 
brought in customers. 

The ads, two columns wide by 


Walter Bamford, 
Dodge Official, 
Dies Suddenly 


DETROIT.—Walter R. Bamford, 
service director of the Dodge di- 
vision of Chrysler Corp., died sud- 
denly last week 
of a heart attack 
at his summer 
cottage near 
Brighton, Mich. 

Mr. Bamford, 
who was born 56 
years ago in De- 
troit, spent most 
of his business 
life in the auto- 
mobile industry, 
being associated i 
with Olds, Chal- w.R. Bamford 
mers, Hupp, Max- 
well and Fulton Truck. His con- 
nection with Dodge dated from 
1925. He leaves his wife, Eva; two 
brothers, Fred G., of Grosse Pointe, 
and Lawrence T., of Oak Park, IIL, 
and three sisters, Mrs. J. W. Seens, 
of Detroit; Mrs. Latimer Ballou, of 
Woonsocket, R. I., and Mrs. Alex 
Peddie, of Windsor. 


John Beare 
MARKHAM, Ont.—John Beare, 87, 
who, with his brother Thomas, estab- 
lished the first automobile dealership 
here, died at his home last week. 


John C. Haartz 

CAMPTON, N. H.—John Carl Haartz, 
60, president of the Haartz Auto Fabric 
Co. and the Haartz-Mason-Grower Co. 
of Watertown, Mass., died here Aug. 
1 of heart attack at his summer home. 
Mr. Haartz, who was credited with 
having introduced mohair top material 
for automobiles in 1907, supplied auto- 
mobile fabrics through his companies 
to many leading automotive producers. 


Joseph L. Daly 

NEW FORE.—-Fosem L. Daly, 59, 
Chevrolet dealer in Flushing, Queens, 
died Aug. 6 in the Manhattan Eye and 
Ear hospital, where he underwent a 
throat operation last month. Surviving 
are his wife, five daughters, a son, a 
sister and two brothers. 





from two to four inches deep, ap- 
pear each day, but no two are 
worded alike. Then, too, they do 
not consist of a list of used cars 
and their prices. They extend a 
message to prospective used car 
buyers that focus interest and cre- 
ate a desire to inspect the James 
Motor Co.’s stock of used cars. 
For. example, one ad was entitled, 
“A Baker’s Dozen,” and read: 

“A dealer proud of his wares 
doesn’t hesitate to give extra good 
measure on a trade. Extra measure 
means extra satisfaction for the 
customer—and a satisfied customer 
sends his friends to the goed deal- 
er. That’s why James Motor Co. 
enjoys giving you extra courtesy, 
extra service, when you stop here.” 

Still another advertisement in 
the series said: “Blunders in an 
age when efficiency is being 
stressed and man’s inventive genius 
is producing every conceivable 
comfort, luxury and advantage— 
it is amazing how little efficiency 
is displayed by most used car buy- 
ers. You allow a low price on a late 
model car to influence you when 
the car is really a ‘junker.’ You 
fail to look up the reputation of 
the dealer, whose word is your only 
real _Suarantee that the car you 
buy is fairly sold and reconditioned. 
We invite your inspection of our 
cars and our reputation.” 

This continual hammering away 
on the subject of satisfaction in 
used car transactions is bound to 
bring results and when it is backed 
by the firm’s slogan, “We will be 
here tomorrow to back up what 
we say and do today,” builds satis- 
fied customers that pass the word 
along to friends, James said. 


Cutting Tool Makers 


Given Priority Rati 
atin 
WASHINGTON. — To ie = 
adequate supply of cutting tools 
Office of Production Management 
has issued a limited blanket pref- 
erence rating to approximately 100 
cutting tool manufacturers. Those 
granted the use of the order may 
apply a rating of A-l-a to de- 
liveries from their suppliers. 
Provisions are made so that the 
suppliers may, in accordance with 
the terms of the order, extend the 
rating to their own suppliers. The 
A-l-a preference rating, however 
. = = = oe the manufacturers 
e producti i 
defense sentuaie nam @€ ‘epecttied 


USED CARS—SERVICE 





Used Car Problems Found Self-Imposed by Dealers 


Tank and Bomber 
Production in U.S, 
Starts Upswing 


WASHINGTON.—Defense of. 
ficials reported last week that Pro- 
duction of bombers had increased 
45 percent in the last six months 
that the output of light tanks wa; 
up 1,260 percent and that medium 
tank production had increased 237 
percent. 

No figures on exact production 
were made public, since the Army 
and Navy regard these as within 
the realm of military secrets, byt 
the Office of Production Manage. 
ment made available this report of 
production increases in the second 
quarter, April, May and June, as; 
compared with the first three 
months of 1941. (Figures show per. 
centage of increase): 

Machine guns, 69; light tanks, 
1,260; medium tanks, 237; smoke. 
less powder, 126; TNT, 48; bomb. 
ers, 45; trainers, 40. 

Passing the 1,500,000 mark re. 
cently for the first time since the 
period following the World War, 
the strength of the Army was esti- 
mated today as 1,531,800 officers 
and men. 


Fisher Body Gets 
High Navy Award 


DETROIT.— The United States 
Navy’s cherished “E” award for 
excellence now flies from the staff 
of the Fisher Body Die and Ma- 
chine Unit here. The “E” pennant 
—the highest service award in the 
Navy—was presented to the Fisher 
plant for its excellence and ahead- 
of-schedule production of naval 
ordnance. The Fisher plant was the 
first in the automotive industry to 
receive the coveted award. 

Rear Admiral Wat T. Cluverius 
presented the “E” pennant to E. F. 
Fisher, vice - president of General 
Motors and general manager of its 
Fisher Body division, in a colorful 
ceremony at the plant. In making 
the presentation Admiral Cluverius 
said the Fisher Die and Machine 
Unit was the “finest naval ma- 
chine shop” he had ever seen. 

High ranking officers of the 
ninth naval district, executives of 
General Motors and the plant's 
1,500 employes witnessed the pre 
sentation and the flag raising. 


“NO DISCRIMINATION against auto- 
mobile industry!’’ — wire your 
Congressman. 


The KKK KK 


BELLEVUE, one of the few 
famous Hotels in AMERICA 


..-becc me famous through 
its unsurpassed facilities, 
its superb food, the un- 
varying gra:iousness of 
its service an J its vigilant 
manacement. And you will 
also cppreciate its rea- 
soroble rates. 


BELLEVUE-STRATFORD 


PHILADELPHIA 


CLAUDE H. BENNETT @& 
General Manager 


KK KK KK! 


AIR-CONDITIONED RESTAURANTS [eumirea! 


WANT ADS 


Ten cents per word per inser- 
tion. Twenty-five cents per word 
for three insertions. 

WANT AD DEPARTMENT 
AvuTomotivs News, Dsrroit 


—————— ant 
















COLLECTION METHOD 
AUTOMOTIVE COLLECTION 
TEM—Complete—(4) Notices, @) 
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Actual top and bottom prices on 1940, 1999, 1938 and ADVERTISED Dealer; Indianapolis—Times; Detroit—News; Chicago 
1937 used cars as advertised in local newspapers. —Herald-American; Dallas—News; Birmingham—Post; 


EDAN prices only used in this comparison. News- U a C § ii F © ed io ; 4 4 : 
2 vere used: Boston—Globe; New York-Times, Passa se ar eS ing rices Kansas City—Star; Minneapolis—Star-Journal; Denver 





— Post; Los Angeles— Examiner; San Francisco — 
American; Philadelphia — Bulletin; Cleveland — Plain For Week Ending July 27 Chronicle. 
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New York Clev’d Ind’ polis Detroit Chicago Birm’ham Kan. City Minn’poli Denver Los Ang. San Fran. Natl. Avg. 

—_—_————— Pla _Clev'd__Ind’polts Detroit "Chicago Birm’ham Kan. City Minn’polls Dallas Denver Los Ang. San Fran, Natl. Ave. 
Buick Series 40 40] 840- 695| 795- 750| 775 | |_775- 749| 695- 595| 789- 585| 875- m8 765 | 865 | 895 |_825- 775| 845- 795| 975- 925| 824- 740° 
89] =G45- 595 | 650- 585 | 595- 575 | | 595- 545 | 545- 485 | 595- 445| 595 595- 495| 595 | 595 | 625- 595| 650- 525| 725- 695| 616-— 616- 554 

88] + 595- 495| 495 | 495- 445| 495- 395| 469- 425| 465- 310| 465- 325 475- 395| 445 | 495- 415| 585- 515| 585- 495 = 501- 421 

87] =390- 385 | 395- 375 | 445- 395| 425- = 335- 2389 | 345- 235 | : 395- 315| 359 | $45 : 445- 345| 465- 349| 478 | 402- 332 














| | , ts | , _ : ‘| 1820-1820 


| 995 | 935 | 954- 954 
| | 875- | +0] = ! : = : 845- 795| 777- 680 
445 | 505-545 | l l 495 l l l 450 | 505 | 588- 478 


Chevrolet Master "40 | 595 |_ 565- 539| 595 | 645 | 545 656- 499| 665- 595| 675- 575| 649- 489| 675- 590| 745- mt 655- 559 
"39 | 469- 395| 525- 475| 565- 425| 495- $45| 495- 425| 495 |_ 505-465] 545- 449| 535-475) 545- 465 | 48 

[25 | | 395- 375| 425- 275| 395- 345| 395 | 445- $75| 450- 395 | - 485- 

| 365- 245| 259- 179| $45- 245| 345- 375- 269 | ee 265 



















$25 | 





Chevrolet Deluxe 40] 645- 575| 625- 595| 495 | G45- 625| 675- 595| 505- 535| 645- 585| 695- 635| 695- 625| 699- 635| 745- 625| 769- 515 658- 590 
89] 497- 495| 519- 475| 475- 385| 520- 495| 545- 495| 495- 305| 495- 475| 625- 495| 565- 475 sim aaa 499 | 575- 685| 605- 495| 588- 575 = 483 
"38 l | 365- $25] | 445- 365 | 875 l | 475- 395 l —— 445 495- 395 = = 362 
"87315 | $15- 275 | 265- 225| $45 275- 189| 335- 205| 345 395 295 $75- 295 | 345- 277 = 259 
Chrysler Royal "404 845-775 | |_785- 715| 795- 595 | | 725 | 695- si 845- 695 | i | 875 l _— | La l | =. 681 
"39 695- 590 | 600- 510| 545 669- 445) 485 | 567- 465 505- 525 = 507 





























425- 345 | 445 | 475-450 cage a ae asi $72 
395-195 375-265 | 495-265 345-245 350-_ 325 
De Soto 40] 725- 675| 645 | 635 | 695- 645| 675 595 | 755- 575| 785- 745 — 675 = 825 716- 663 
"894 595 | 535- 325| 550 | 545- 445 489- 399] 550- 495| 645- 545| 595 595 | 745 | 586- 450 
88) 465- 395 | | $45 | Cs|: «S898 895) 385 $95- 345 | a8 6 a5 | aa 469 565 426- 357 
*B7) 345- 225| 248- 235| 325- 225| 375- 345| 295- 245| 2095 $29- 195 | 295 _| $25- 245| 295 | 395 —_| 205- 288] 475- 395| 330- 261 
Dodge 40] =(755- 575| 695- 675| 645- 585| 745- 695| 745- 695| 645- 580| 697- 579| 825- 645; 745- 695| 745- 735| 665- 645| 725- 669| 795- 595| 845 784- 643 
"804 565- 485] 625- 325] 510- 475| 575- 495| 695- 499| 495- 427| 565- 445| 585- 495| 545- 535| 665- 489| 525- 495] 509- 575| 505- 549 580- 484 
"88] 435-395 | 450- $25| 425- 375| 445- 395| 445- 425| 395- $45| 395- 295| 495- 445| 450- 395| 415- $75/ 399- 345 “¥ 499- 479 442- 382 
*S7] 375- 295| 375- 245| 335- 275| 385- 275| 345- 325| 345- 195| $25- 235| 445 | $85- 167| 326 395- 288| S99- 295] 495- 425| 3$76- 273 
Ford V-8 “85” 40] 595- 489| 519 |_575- 485| 559- 475| 635- 475| 500- 465| 575- 445| 595- 565| 645- 545| 569- 498 | | 599- 505| 595 572- 499 
894 465- 395 | | 425- 359 | | 495- $85| 440- 345] 435- 365 | 525- 395] 465 | 545- 479| 535- 395| 495 899 475- 390 
88] 385-275) | | $45 | 875- $25| 285  _—*|-$35- 265| $45 —«|~S75- 824 445- SOO; =—S—isi«éT:«SOS- 805] 445 —=S«|:«475~S*=~«SC‘ 82 
"87] 295- 145 275- 125| 245- 125| 335- 225| 235- 145| 245- 125| $25- 175| $25- 265| 325- 216| 295- 285| $45- 225| 285- 285| 395- $25| 802- 201 













"38] 425- 295| 
a ee 


375- 369 | $95- $45| 425- $45| S15- 285| 345 |  —«|~— S95- 845| 419- § 
|_| 825- 245| 295- 265| 225- 165| 186 | 845- 275] | | 200- 252 


| 639- 495| ss | 565-445] 645- 550| | 
- 415| 475- 445 | | 445- 415| 399 515- 435 cm l 
385 ——=«|:—« 875-275) | sé: 866 | 465- 265| 375 l l 
| | 295- 245| 245- 170| 269- = — 275 | $25- 1. of ee 













Lincoln-Zephyr 40] 805 990- 895| 945- 875| 895 875- 845 | 085 - 949] | «978- 801 
90) G45- 469| 665- 575| 665- 595 | 659 | 595- 5- 575 | 575 ! nae =a ms | 595 645 785- 675| 745- 725| 657- 587 
38) 499 | 650- $99| 475- 395| 495 | 499- 395| 495 ee | | 398 a oe I 509- 418 
"879 450- 265| 345- 227| 245 | 395- 365 | — 30 To 06 385 | ! 395 | 295 395 | 399- 295| 465 | 366- 267 




































Nash Ambassador Six 40] 695 895- 645 | 745- 675 | | _781- 636_ 
= "39 | ee 495 | 550 | 518- 518 
ia _518- S18 

"88 | | 399 ee ~ 325 | | 414- $25 

"S74 245 | 295 | | | 325 | | 875- 245 | | | 310- 245 

emma aE TITEL eae nen a a een 
Olde Six (60) 40) 744- 645) 745 165- 545 | 7195- 695| 675- 585| 745- 595 | 745 7139 | 699- 645 | 845 865- 795| 760- 686 
«799) 545-395 | 505- 465| 575- 495| 595- 495| 469- 425| 565- 475, 575- 495| 575- 648| 665- 495| 505- 520| 606 | 650 575- 482 

738) 495- 375) | 485- 465| 445 (| 499- 445| S19 | 445- 875| «| «(445 ~—S—«|«446- 898 | 835 | 495 525- 485| 505- 525| 460- 488 

$7) _875- 345| 295 | $45- 205| $95- 295| 375- 295| 295- 260| 365- 285| 375 | 450- $25 | | $25- 275| $49- 299| s99- 269| 495 $72- 294 

| 725- 695| 795- 595| 795- 699| 599 _—'|_699- 685| 795- = a | | 195- 675 142- 617 

| 625 | 645- 545| 599-595,  —-—=S«|:—«&25 | 700 785 609- 561 

| $95 | 895- 345] “—— 445| mls es 5AB 501- 400 

ed l | 875- 275| | 250 | $45- 285] | 485- $35 | 395- $85| 465- $89 | | $78- $26 

"01 675- 575| 595- 500| 595- 525| 645- 595| 495 l | 645- 485| 665- 575 635- 558 





759) _525- 445| b45- $45| 405- 425 | 625-445) | 399- $95| 495- $65| 525- 445| 645- 475| 495- 425| 499- 425| 405- 445| 625 | 505- 421 

78) 455- 397| 899- 245| 395- 315| 495- 445| 375 l | $85- 315 | | 475- $95 | $00- 856| $88- 275 | | 495- 445| 426- 854 

SI] 345- 295| 825- 145| 295- 256| $75- 295| 295 | 280- 195| 295- 195| $95- 295| $45- 195| $49- 295| 265- 285| 845- 295| S08- 205| 425- $05| 838- 260 
650- 485| 695- 525] 685- 595| 549- 425| 595- 545| 645 665- 595| 675- 625| 599- 510| 695- 645| 745- 679| 775 650- 568 
~_515- 624| 520 | 415- $95] 505- 495| 505- 475| 645- 685| 585-460 












= 365 | ; _ 395-345 | | 465- 395| 395- 350| 875 | 465- $95| 545 | 422- $71 

*S7] 335-295 | | $25- 295| 367- 245| 345- 295| 265- 199] 295- 225| 345 7 375- $25| 385- 285 | | 395 | $95- 205] 465- 435| 358- 289 
a | 599 745- 725| 665 | 684- 670 
Pontiac Six | 625- 495| 595- 575| 479- 435| 595- 465 | 595- 565| 549 | 545- 468) 495 | 505- 495 | | 557- 499 





| 495 |: 399- | $99- 395 | 4 ~ 425-— 25- 375 | 445 


~ 495- - 469 | |_ 425- 375 | 465- 395| 395 : | 488- 510 
445- 350| 335- $25| 325 365 | 415- 208/ 478- 410] 368- 308 


| 
S11 395- = is 325. | 365 | 895- 875| 227- 219| 845- 195| 875 | 
595- 495 7 595 | 475 595 650 ! 528 585 648-560 
Studebaker Champion st = iw : | 499 = : 495 _—— — | 549 —| 492- 400 
Studebaker Commander 40] 745-675) 547 i : | 745- ee : 645 | |_695- se 3 | | |_795 | 695- 683 
‘s0) 575- 445| 525 | 585- 510| 545 | 549-545 | | 445- 415| 545 | 625- 495| l l | 650- 585| 645 | 568- 499 
733] 395-365 | | 425- 395 | | 445- 329 | | | 445 | 450- $45 | | | | | | 482- 358 
 pictator) 37) 375-285 | | 205- 245| S65- 350] S25- 245| 249- 195| 245- 197 | 325 | $25- 257] | 395- 875] 4899-245) 445- 425| 344- 201 
Wiliye “aol | 495 «| | $95- 395| 545- 450| 444 =| 335 OCS | l | 510 | | 454- 422 
or | | | | l | | | | 395 | 365-365 
——<—<—————a | Sie | dT | | 195 | | 225-198 | | | l | | 285-190 
or rb. 150| 197- 95| 150 | 149-195) 145- 100| 165 195 | 225- 195| 279- 145 | 192- 141 



















National Average, All Makes, July 27—$527-$460 
National Average, All Makes, July 20—$528-$417 


lling Prices, as advertised in the classified section of metropolitan newspapers nationally, are compiled exclusively by Automotive News as a copyrighted feature. 
Used Car Se ae tine anywhere that bona-fide top and bottom prices have been compiled from published figures to establish the trend of the market and the resulting national 
This is the firs index. Where no prices are quoted, no car of make and model was offered during the period covered. 

h, Cincinnati, St. Louis, Atlanta, Houston, Oklahoma City and Seattle appeared on this page last week and will be published again next week. 
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Automotive Washington 


(Continued from Page 1) 


what kind of changes have to 
be made. 
* * * 


No Protests Against 
Curtailment 


“THERE IS, in short, a crying 
need for a long-range adjust- 
ment plan involving close co- 
operation between the govern- 
ment and the industry, if the 
threat of ‘ghost towns’ is to be 
averted.” Quite fairly, the Post 
declares that “nobody within or 
without the industry is protest- 
ing against any curtailment pro- 
gram, however drastic that may 
be necessary for defense pur- 
poses. But there are 
differences of opinion as to the 
length of time that should be 
allowed for making the adjust- 
ments required by a 50 percent 
cut. Informed opinion inclines to 
the view that from eight months 
to a year would be required to 
enable the industry to convert 
released equipment to production 
of defense goods, and provide 
employment for the automobile 
workers displaced by a 50 per- 
cent cut. If a cut of such magni- 
tude should be decreed within 
the next few months it is esti- 
mated that from 275,000 to 300,- 
000 men would be made idle for 
long periods of time.” 

No one who has been follow- 
ing the situation closely can 
possibly dispute the Post’s as- 
sertion of the need for “a long- 
range adjustment plan,” involv- 
ing close cooperation between 
the industry and the govern- 
ment. It is precisely because 
of the lack of such a program 
heretofore that the industry 
finds itself harassed by uncer- 
tainty and its employes haunted 
by the spectre of unemploy- 
ment. The blame can be placed 
squarely on official quarters. 
It cannot be shoved off on the 
industry. From the outset the 
thinking men in the industry, 
the men whose vision has made 
the industry great, have been 
seeking to place defense and 
civilian operations on a solid 
footing. They have been unable 
to do so because each time a 
foundation appears to be estab- 
lished it is weakened by a 
flood of new official ideas as 
to what should and should not 
be done. 

That does not mean that the 
automotive industry wants an 
inflexible production quota set 
up, nor does it mean that the 

industry desires the establish- 
ment of a rigid program from 
which there can be no deviation. 
The automotive industry has 
proved itself to be the most 
flexible, the most adaptable, of 
any of America’s great indus- 
tries. Indeed, it is this very 
ability that has played a large 
role in the upbuilding of the 
industry. 
* * * 


Sound Framework 


Requested 


BUT THE industry has been 
asking of Washington that it set 
up a sound framework under 
which it can plan rationally for 
the future; a plan which will not 
be subject to attack by every 
half-baked administrator in the 
capital who can get front page 
attention for himself by airing 
his views on how the automotive 
industry should be “handled.” 

Alfred P. Sloan jr., chairman 
of the board of General Metors, 
stated the case succinctly last 
week, and it is to be hoped that 
his statement will get the at- 
tention here which it merits. 
Sloan fully understands the 
need for the fullest measure 
of industry cooperation in the 
defense program; understands 
it and heartily approves. Never- 
theless can anyone but a con- 
firmed bureaucrat fail to agree 
when Sloan says that the only 
intelligent way to go about cur- 
tailment of automotive produc- 
tion is on the basis of constant 
revision to fit defense needs 
rather than an arbitrary 50 
percent slash? 

Whether that portion of his 
statement will be heeded here 


grave | 





remains to be seen. Washington 
has read with unmistakable 
interest, however, published re- 
ports that the GM _ executive 
personally favors some restric- 
tions on installment buying and 
some form of enforced savings 
to provide a post-emergency pur- 


chasing power cushion. 
* * * 


Legislative 


Upset 

ONE OF the most unexpected 
legislative upsets in many years 
took place here last week when 
the House, contrary to all in- 
formed opinion, sustained the 
President’s veto of the $320,000,- 
000 highway bill. The Senate had 
repassed the bill by a 57-19 vote. 
As soon as that action was 
messaged over to the House, the 
roads committee met and voted 
unanimously for repassage. No 
one doubted that the House 
would act quickly and decisively 
to over-ride the President’s veto. 
But in an action which climaxed 
the most involved parliamentary 
situation of the session, the 
House sustained the President by 
the narrow squeak of two votes. 

Crux of the President’s ob- 
jection to the bill was the 
item of $125,000,000 for work 
on critical and strategic roads 
which, the measure provides, is 
to be apportioned to the states 
on the usual federal-aid basis. 

The President held that allot- 

ments should be made only for 

specific projects. Since the pub- 
lic roads administration would 
not approve any non-critical 
projects from this fund even 
under the customary appor- 
tionment system, many Wash- 
ington observers failed to see 
the point of the veto. Osten- 
sibly the President’s was an 

“anti- pork” move. But this 

would not appear to be a valid 

objection since in either case 
public roads would have the 
final say-so. 

The bill calls for appropriations 
of $150,000,000 for access roads; 
$125,000,000 for the controversial 
critical and strategic roads items; 
$10,000,000 for flight strips adjoin- 
ing highways; $10,000,000 for ad- 
vance planning, and $25,000,000 
for repairs necessitated by heavy 
Army, Navy, National Defense 


traffic. 
* *K x 


Soviet Strength 


Pleasant Surprise 

WHEREVER one goes in of- 
ficial Washington these days the 
conversation quickly gets around 
to the topic of most absorbing 
and overshadowing interest and 
importance, namely, the resist- 
ance being put up by Soviet 
Russia to the hitherto invincible 
Nazi wehrmacht. 

There is no doubt that the 
capital (and that definitely in- 
cludes many military experts) 
has been most pleasantly sur- 
prised by the strength shown 
by the Red Army in the face 
of the onslaught of the Hitler 
legions. The full scope of the 
relationship between this open- 
ing of a second front in the 
war and our own National De- 
fense program is not yet clear 
and will not be at least until 
the onset of the severe Russian 
winter. If the Soviets can hold 
the Nazis until then it will 
mean, according to all authori- 
tative opinion, that virtual 
stalemate can be achieved at 
least until late spring. That in 
turn would mean tying up mil- 
lions of Germans in the East- 
ern theatre of war, and during 
those months it is taken for 
granted that a large volume 
of supplies would be funneled 
into Russia from the United 
States and Britain. 


Thus, all here concerned in our 
National Defense program are 
reading with an _ unparalleled 
eagerness the day-by-day reports 
of fighting on the immense 
Eastern front. What happens at 
Lake Peipus, at Smolensk, at 
Kiev, at a thousand towns and 
villages on that vast stage thou- 
sands of miles from Washington, 
is of the utmost moment here. 
The capital is holding its breath 
until October. 


Now and Then... 








IT CANNOT BE said that Sherrod E. Skinner is a pioneer of the 


automobile industry, but in the 11 years he has been in it he has won a 
prominent place in the brass hattery—he’s now general manager of the 
Olds Motor Works of Lansing and only last Wednesday he celebrated 
the anniversary of his first year on the job. Before that he had been 
general manager of the Ternstedt division of General Motors and al- 


together he put in 10 years with 


that unit. Inducted into the Olds 


organization Aug. 5, 1940, he demonstrated he knows his motor cars as 
well as he did automobile hardware for Ternstedt. He was graduated 
from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute just about war time and they 
made a bluejacket out of him in the submarine service of the Navy. 
The picture on the left is “Chuck” Skinner as he is today, while on 
the right is a rare old print—the same feller as he looked when he 
was aboard the NC-8 as an ensign in the other war. 





Credit, Price Control Urged; 
Wage Ceiling May Come Later 


(Continued from Page 1) 


too, and, in a situation where Mr. | years unless living costs advance 5 


Weir and Mr. Ford 
National Steel and Henry Ford) 
moved out and increased their 
wages, we would have to control 
them too.” 

Henderson pointed out that steps 
toward wage stabilization already 
had been taken in shipbuilding, 
where wages are frozen for two 


Rift Reported 
At CIO Conclave 


BUFFALO.—Richard T. Frank- 
ensteen withdrew his support from 
the Reuther-Frankensteen caucus 
last Friday and threw his strength 
behind George F. Addes for re- 
election as secretary-treasurer in 
one of the most significant rifts in 
the history of the United Automo- 
bile Workers (CIO). 

Meanwhile, Walter P. Reuther, 
union head at General Motors and 
Richard T. Leonard, west side di- 
rector in Detroit, announced they 
are drafting a candidate to op- 
pose Addes. 

Frankensteen announced he was 
“going along with the CIO pro- 
gram.” He continued: 

“That program is to re-elect R. 
J. Thomas and Addes and to cre- 
ate one vice-presidency.” 

Frankensteen, former UAW vice- 
president and now Chrysler de- 
partment director and co-director 
of the east side section, will be a 
candidate for the vice-presidency. 

“If Reuther wants to run for the 
job that’s O.K.” Frankensteen said. 

The controversial question of 
barring Communist, Nazi and 
Fascist party members from mem- 
bership presages a heated session 
on the convention floor. 


Don’t Hoard Used Cars 


Buffalo Dealers Advised 

BUFFALO. — Dealers — don’t 
hoard your used cars and wait 
for a price rise. Sell them now 
at the market price. This ad- 
vice was given by Ross Wil- 
liams, regional manager of the 
Hudson Motor Car Co., to 


Buffalo area dealers at a pre- 
view here. 


“In the past five 
months there has been a used 
car price rise of only 2 percent 
in the nation,” said Williams. 
N. K. VanderZee, eastern sales 
manager from Detroit, told the 
dealers that Hudson’s approxi- 
mate $70,000,000 in defense work 
would necessarily curtail the 
number of automobiles manu- 
factured during the coming 
year but that the percentage of 
the decrease was not yet known. 





(Weir of | percent, and he stated that similar 


standardization might be extended 
to other industries where labor 
supplies are limited and employers 
are bidding against each other for 
workers. 

“I am not blinking the fact,’ he 
remarked, “that as we get forward 
in the program, the emergency will 
call for more rather than less spe- 
cial kinds of treatment, including 
the mediation board, stabilization 
pacts of legislation, to limit what 
wages can be, and thus take it out 
of the area of collective bargain- 
ing.” 

At a press conference, Secretary 
of the Treasury Henry Morgen- 
thau announced he would urge 
steps to halt installment purchas- 
ing excesses and it became ap- 
parent during the week that he 
and Henderson are agreed that 
controls should be exercised—either 
under the 1933 emergency bank- 
ing act or by new legislation— 
through the Federal Reserve board. 

The price administrator explained 
to the committee that there is be- 
tween eight and 10 billion dollars 
worth of installment credit now 
outstanding, adding that he did not 
believe time-buying should be 
halted but should be regulated. 
The weekly wage earner should 
continue to be able to buy on the 
installment plan, he said, “but if 
unbridled time purchasing is con- 
tinued it will nullify other efforts 
for price stability.” 

Earlier in the week, Henderson 
testified | that under the proposed 
bill ceiling prices established will 
be limited largely to basic com- 
modities and raw materials enter- 
ing into manufacture rather than 
upon retail prices to consumers. 
He said that he did not expect 
major changes in price fixing 
policy would follow Passage of the 
new measure and that the current 
system of selective ceilings would 
be maintained. Also, he testified 
that while the bill does empower 
the President to fix general price 
ceilings, that provision would be 
invoked only in case of gravest 
emergency and even the ceilings 
would be kept in force only for a 
limited period. The administrator 
made it clear that it was the in- 
tention to avoid retail price fixing 
as much as possible and to con- 
centrate on raw and basic com- 
modity prices. The idea being, of 
course, that if the basic prices are 
fixed, retail prices wil] move in 
oeeeents with them. 

_Hlearings on the bill ar - 
tinuing. This week the committes 
probably will ask Bernard M 
Baruch, noted authority and chair- 
man of the war industries board 
of World War I, to appear. 


(Continued from Page 3) 


you can retain his good will f, 
the time when it will be needed,” 
* 


Protection Clauses 


Urged 
a. is another importan 
recommendation to dealers Te 
cently initiated by the Chicago a. 
sociation which has to do with th. 
present conditions. Dealers Whe 
accept the advice will save them. 
selves occasional trouble, if not 
money. It follows: 
“Some customers may try ty 
hold dealers liable for non-d. 
livery of automobiles or trucks 
If your order form does not haye 
a provision protecting you under 
such circumstances, we suggest 
that you add it. State that ‘de. 
livery is subject to delays in 
transportation, or by reasons of 
government action, defense o 
war conditions, failure to obtain 
delivery from the manufacturer 
or other causes beyond the deal. 
er’s control. We assume that by 
this time your order blank cop. 
tains a provision that the order 
is subject to price changes be. 
tween the time of the order ang 
the time of delivery’.” 


Committee 


(Continued from Page 1) 


of defense advisory committees, 
and simply means that all inter. 
ested federal agencies have ap- 
proved nominations previously 
made by the industry. This sub- 
committee was formed at the re. 
quest of James S. Adams, chief of 
the automotive industry branch, 
OPM, and will confer with defense 
officials on all matters of mutual 
interest. 

The committee is: I. P. O’Brien, 
Chrysler; R. C. Cosgrove, Crosley 
Corp.; Albert Bradley, General Mo- 
tors; Paul G. Hoffman, Studebaker: 
T. W. Skinner, Ford; A. E. Barit, 
Hudson; William Packer, Pack- 
ard; W. F. Armstrong, Nash-Kel- 
vinator and J. W. Frazer, Willys- 
Overland. 


Federal Funds Needed 


To Extend Pa. Turnpike 


HARRISBURG, Pa.—An outright 
federal grant of approximately 
$25,000,000 appears necessary to 
permit proposed extension to Phila- 
delphia of the Pennsylvania Tum- 
pike, which now links Harrisburg 
and Pittsburgh, according to the 
findings of a special traffic survey 
as made public here last week by 
Gov. Arthur H. James. 


_Extension of the 160-mile tur: 
pike to Philadely-hia, it has bees 
estimated, would cost at least $5; 
000,000. In contrast with this fg 
ure, the traffic survey, made fo 
the State Department of Highway: 
by a New York engineering firm 
to determine the anticipated earr 
ings of the Philadelphia link, esti 
mated that earnings from 
proposed extension “would indicat 
the revenue bonds in the amoutt 
of $26,000,000 can be safely issued’ 


“NO DISCRIMINATION against auto 
mobile industry!” — wire you 
Congressman. 





Coming Events | 





AUGUST 
20-21—Green Bay, Wis. Annual conve? 
tion of isconsin Automotirt 
Trades Assn. 


SEPTEMBER 
25-26—Milwaukee (Schroder Hotel).SAz 
National Tractor Meeting. 
28-Oct. 1—Edgewater Park, Miss.( ; 
water Gulf Hotel). Annua . 
meeting of Mfg. Distribution ¢ 
visions of Automotive Electric As 
OCTOBER . 
11-19 TAutemobile Show of Buffal 
omotive Trade Assn. 
11-19 tatemobile Show of Los Ang 
ealers Assn. 
te-1e natomeblle Show of Chicaé! 
utomobile Trade Assn. 
7-06 Automobile Show of San = 
isco Automobile Dealers Asst. 
23-24—Tulsa, Okla. (Mayo). SAE & 
tional fuels and lubricants mee! 


ing. ; 
27-30—New York. Annual convention ° 
30 —t a et “Biltmore He: 
- -1—Los Angeles. 
tel) SAE National Aircraft Produ 
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tion Meeting. 


NOVEMBER 
13-14—Cleveland (Statler). SAE ™ 
tional transportation and mé@? 
tenance meeting. 


























JANUARY 
12-16—Detroit. (Book - Cadillac). S#}/ifte 





annual 


r meeting and engineerité 
display. 
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tor Car Co. itself. The Packard 
company was 40 years in its build- 
ing. 

“Forty weeks ago Packard re- 
ceived a bundle of blueprints from 
Britain. There were 2,000 of them. 
From those blueprints we have 


urging my dealers to keep their | building of the plant and the crea-| created an American reproduction 


for 
eded,.” 
gales organizations intact as far 
as possible because if they do they 
portant | will do a better selling job for 
ors fe themselves and at a better profit 
Ago as} than if they reduced their staffs. 
ith the| They will have more deals to 
. wh choose from and can pick the 
, them. profitable ones through having the 
if no} manpower to cover the bases. The 
factory will make a strong pres- 
try to | entation of the new models and 
on-de. | from what I know about them 
Tucks, | We will not have to make any 
t haye | apologies on Oct. 1, when we for- 
under mally will announce.” 
uggest Chuck Skinner, as he is known 
it ‘de. | to his intimates, is the production- 
Ys in | minded one of the combination— 
Ms of | so it was but natural for the 
se or | snooper to ask him about substi- 
obtain | tute materials. On this point Skin- 
tturer, | ner was particularly emphatic in 
. deal. | declaring that the public need not 
vat by | fear. Nothing has been taken out of 
< con- | the cars for the new season. In 


order | most cases the substitutions have 
*s be- | been improvements. They are of 
‘r and | better quality and in consequence 
cost more. Some of these substi- 
tutions were made on the late °41 
models. Major changes for '42 are 
e in appearance only and Skinner 
feels the public is going to admire 
the new stuff and also find there 
nittees | has been no basis for the fear that 
inter.} substitutions will result in an in- 
ve ap. ferior product. 


ously > = 


is sub-} CHIEF JOB of Chuck Skinner 
the re-| right now is Oldsmobile’s defense 
hief of] work. At the present time the 
branch, | company is working on three dif- 
defense | ferent government contracts. The 
mutual | first one Skinner tackled was mak- 
—— ing 75 and 105-millimeter shells. 
Brien, | This job was started last spring 
Crosley | and several thousands of these 
‘al Mo-| shells are completed daily and are 
baker; | being shipped in carload lots to 
 Barit,| Uncle Sam. This operation is going 
Pack- | on in the new plant that had been 
sh-Kel- | purchased for the manufacture of 
Willys} Oldsmobile forgings, crankshafts, 
etc. When the national call for 
defense was sounded, however, 
Skinner hurriedly converted the 
forge plant into a shell plant and 
a modern one it is. Plenty of room 
left here for even more war work 
if it comes along. 


In addition Oldsmobile is build- 
ing something new, that is, for 
‘| Uncle Sam, an automatic cannon 
which can be best described by 
likening it to a giant machine gun. 
It is designed to raise hell with 
Mr. Hitler’s bombers, shooting a 
high explosive shell that goes 
through armor as if it were cheese. 
The third contract is for steel forg- 
-} ings for the new tricycle-type of 
-} landing gear for airplanes. 

* * * 


_CHARGES THAT “big business” 
is somewhat hoggish in not depend- 
ing more on sub-contracting are 
answered by Skinner, who told me 
what Oldsmobile is doing with its 
automatic cannon contract. There 
», ate 121 different parts in this giant 
Machine gun. Oldsmobile only 
builds three of these parts, relying 
4 2 42 suppliers for the remainder. 
Some of these suppliers have pre- 
viously sold to Olds; others are 
|} 22wcomers. In sub-contracting this 
t§ | ay Skinner explains he is able to 
get into actual production quicker 
cause he eliminates delays that 
Would result from ordering entirely 
new equipment. 
* * * 


WENTY YEARS or more ago 
“Max Gilman was selling trucks 
Jj'2 Brooklyn for the New York 
branch of the Packard Motor Car 
Co, On Aug. 2, this same Max 
Gilman, now president of the par- 
ent Packard company, faced a 
brilliant audience in the new air- 
Plane engine plant, and told his 
guests that mass production of the 
lis-Royce motor, for fighter 
Planes, was about to begin. And 
a8 an RAF pilot in far-off England 
shouted “contact,” the first Pack- 
ard-built Rolls thundered into life. 
ore He} it must have been the high spot 
Produ‘}in Max Gilman’s life, this attain- 
ment of an objective to which he 

sg mt jhad given all his tremendous en- 
| malttergy since last fall. He looked like 
@man who had had a ton of worry 

.). SMflifted off his shoulders and the 
ineer™ short speech he made Tecorgee 


fach milestone of 
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“IN THE dedication of the first 
Packard-built, American - produced 
Rolls-Royce Merlin XX fighter en- 


gine on Aug. 2, we are conscious 
of the fact that our big job is er cece ee we. Bae 


well begun,” said Packard's presi-|®SSembled thousands of intricate 
dent. “We are satisfied that in the | ™achines and tools. We have built 
short span of 40 weeks we have/|three great new factories and set 
created an industrial facility al-|them in operation. More than a 
most as large as the Packard Mo-| million square feet of floor space 


of the Rolls fighter engine, using 
ee American labor, American tools 
and methods of mass production. 
We have prepared a facility to 
mass-produce those engines _ in 
quantity sufficient to satisfy mili- 





Page 


es, Reader’s Digest..We Have Read Your Article That in 
San Francisco “Gyps Predominate 62 to 20”.. 


THE GAN FRANCISCO NE 


will be devoted to our task. Mil- 
lions of man hours will be added 
as the ingredient of mass produc- 
tion. 

* * * 

“THIS 10-MONTH miracle is 
possible by reason of two things: 
first, the knowledge of how to do 
the job; second, the willingness of 
friends in industry to aid us in 
our task. In paying tribute to the 
men and women of Packard we 
simultaneously acknowledge a debt 
of gratitude to such great assist- 
ing organizations as the Ford Mo- 
tor Co., Pratt & Whitney, Curtiss- 
Wright and Allison Motors. Among 
the thousands of cooperating sup- 
pliers making our effort possible 
are such companies as the Bendix 





Corp., the Aluminum Co. of Amer- 
ica, the Bethlehem Steel Co., the 
Chicago Pneumatic Tool Co., the 
Republic Steel Co., and others. 


“Add the tireless cooperation of 
the U. S. Army Air Corps, the 
British Air Commission, the Office 
of Production Management and 
the men and methods of Rolls- 
Royce, Ltd., and you have the 
essence of democracy and _ the 
teamwork answer to all dictators.” 


Anti-Repossession Drive 


NEW YORK.—A city-wide drive has 
been launched here by Attorney Gen- 
eral John J. Bennett jr., against un- 
licensed repossessors of automobiles, 
whom he characterized as_racketeers 
who annually repossess 20,000 cars 
illegally at a cost to .New Yorkers 
of $1,000,000 





Thursday, July 17, 1941 


Mr. Auto Owner .. That’s Why You Should Take Your Car 
HOME for Service to Your Responsible Dealer . . 
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F ever the motor car owner had good reason to 


trades in years, there is mentioned among other thin; 
cisco “the gyps predominate 62 to 20.” 


It is a source of pride to every one of us motor 
ments were mentioned as such.” 


Be assured that we guarantee you, at all times: 


2. Expert mechanical work. 
3. Authorized replacement parts. 


5. A square deal. 


look for authorized 


dealer service. authorized parts, in the care of his proudly possessed 
automobile, The Reader's Digest has pointed out How and Why! 


In one of the most widely talked of articles written about the service 


i that in San Fran- 


car dealers and dis- 


tributors who sign this statement that “no new car dealer service depart- 


1. Expert diagnosis of any of your car troubles. 


4. Minimum and predetermined costs. 


Part of your obligation in the nation’s defense program is to drive 
safely. To fulfill that obligation, keep your car in safe running condition. 


Come to us for the service work you and your car need. 


WE ARE DETERMINED THAT YOU SHALL RECEIVE A SQUARE DEAL 
































BUICK DE SOTO-PLYMOUTH OLDSMOBILE 
REMENSPERGER BROS. JAMES F. WATERS VAN MOTORS, INC. 
And International Trucks (A California Corporation) 1700 VAN NESS OR. 3412 
640 VALENCIA MA. 1088 VAN NESS AT BUSH Tu. 1865 e 
s PONTIAC 
CADILLAC-OLDSMOBILE DODGE-PLY MOUTH BOAS MOTOR COMPANY 
DON LEE, INC. J. E. FRENCH CO. 3800 GEARY BLVD. BA. 2237 
1000 VAN NESS PR. 0100 1849 VAN NESS OR. 2121 
* ° STUDEBAKER 
carey moLsr romp-wencrny SLOSS AND GLIKBARG 
ERNEST INGOLD, INC. S. and C. MOT ORS 1155 van ess oR. 6733 
999 VAN NESS GR. 7700 1701 VAN NESS OR. 3515 
oe cites STUDEBAKER 
as ANSEL J. SCH INC. 
STEWART CHEVROLET CO. GLEN ¢. STATER, INC. LJ. SCHLOSS, INS. 
3146 MISSION ; VA. 3322 Distributor for Northern California 49 SOUTH VAN NESS UN. 0438 
VAN NESS AT CALIF. OR. 6133 
CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH pe WILLYS-AMERICAR 
AMES W. McALISTER, INC RANSPORT 
JAMES W. WEALISTER, INC. JAMES MOTORS, INC. TRANSPORT MOTOR C0. 
VAN NESS AT POST PR. 2400 VAN NESS AT SUTTER OR. 7500 1540 MARKET ST. MA. 9880 





ERE’S a tip to local automobile dealers and local newspaper men! The above full page 
advertisement answers the infamous article titled “The Repair Man Will Gyp You If 
You Don’t Watch Out!” which appeared in the July issue of Reader’s Digest. Signed and 
paid for cooperatively by fifteen leading San Francisco dealers it appeared in the News 


of that city, July 17th. 


In it is repeated the AUTOMOTIVE NEws (July 7) editorial titled ““Who’s the Gyp?” which has 


appeared in the Pittsburgh Press and many other metropolitan newspapers. 


The idea of 


working it into a paid dealers’ ad can be readily promoted in every city. AUTOMOTIVE 
NEws hereby gives full permission to copy this copyrighted editorial with credit. This 
blast against servicemen in a publication with nearly three million circulation should and 
must be answered in every town and city in America.—GEo. M. SLocum, Publisher. 
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M-3 28-TON TANKS 
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... the low alloy steel 
with high resistance 
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war or peace-time needs—has greater resistance to the destructive Pe 
: 7 . « | Michig 

of impact, stresses, shocks and fatigue, over rough roads and terrain, in ame 
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i It was no mere chance that most of the manu- 


| facturers of M-3 tanks used N-A-X HIGH 
TENSILE for steel parts outside of armament. both extremely hot and sub-zero weather. = 


For N-A-X HIGH TENSILE had won un- N-A-X HIGH TENSILE, also, has unusually high ductility, high oo r 
qualified approval from both fabricator and yield point, high ultimate strength and marked resistance to corrosiot ton : 
i ; ° ‘ ‘ and cé 

user long before the all-important job of and abrasion—properties that make for speedier fabrication and lower lamps 
building defense equipment came about. maintenance cost. ae 
Because N-A-X HIGH TENSILE can be fabricated by all standard A Great Lakes engineer will be glad to call in person, give you the — 
shop methods—in most cases no “change over” is required—it goes benefit of wide-spread experience in the use of N-A-X HIGH TENSILE new 
. ° ° ogica 

through each step in forming, drawing, and welding with ease and speed in hundreds of applications. Telephone, wire or write for one today: oan 
And because of its superior properties, finished equipment—whether for veo 
of its k 
_ For 
: ing se 
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Hot Rolled Strip (down to 1 inch wide) . . . Hot Rolled Strip Sheets (up to g1 inches wide) . . . Spring Steel (carbon and alloy)... Merchant 
Bars . . . Forging Bars . . . Automobile Bumper Sections . . . Bar Mill Sections . . . NeA-X HIGH TENSILE Bars, Shapes, Sheets, Billets... 
Sheet Bars. . . Hot and Cold Rolled Sheets... Michigan Metal for Vitreous Enameling ... Deep Drawing Quality (in all grades, widths up to ne 


91 inches) . . . Stran-Steel Metal Framing for Residential and Commercial Construction. ome 
the mi 

ae equip 
field. 


GREAT LAKES STEEL CORPORATION—DETROIT, MICHIGAN |" 


Sales Offices in Principal Cities 


NATIONAL STEEL CORPORATION 


Executive Offices, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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